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S every attempt to d 
juſtice to our moſt hol 


Religion muſt be matter o 
peculiar pleaſure and concern- 
ment to your Majeſty ; I have 


DEDICATION. 
preſumed to requeſt your per- 


miſſion, moſt renowned Sove- 


reign, to lay before you with 


all humility theſe ſmall fruits or - 
my well-intentioned labour. 


Ix truth what can more 


- rightly appertain to your Royal 
Dignity, or be more becoming 
my Station, than this Addreſs 
of the following Diſcourſes, 
upon ſome very momentous 
points in that important Syſtem 
of religious doctrines and du- 
ties, which is adorned and re- 
commended in ſuch a ſingular 
manner by the ſplendour of ſo 


illuſtrious an example? > And 
in 


D 'E DICA TIO N. 
mn this reflection I am ſtrong- 


y ſupported not only by the 
unanimous voice of your own 

9 faithful Subjects, but alſo by the 
common ſuffrage of Mankind. 
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5 I am, 
with the juſteſt reverence, 


and moſt dutiful regard, 


| May it pleaſe your MAJESTY; 
”, our moſt obedient 
and moſt devoted Servant, 


c. ole? s College, 
Cambridge, 
Nov. 26. 1763. 


Z. BROOKE. 
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DISCOURSE I. 


3 SAM. XII. 24. 


Onh fear the Lord, and ſerve him 
in truth with all your heart : for 
2 2 how great things be bath 
done WI. Jo: 0 : 


HE works of Nature and of Cine 


are not leſs ſtupendous in them- 5 


ſelves, than they are beneficial 1 in their in- 
fluence and effect. They are at once ex- 
preſſive of the majeſty of God, and de- 
clarative of his goodneſs to Man. They 
prove the moſt forcible excitement of our 
admiration and awe, and become the moſt 
powerful engagement to love and obe- 
dience. 


A 2 Tux 


20 DISCOURSE I. 


Tax conſideration therefore of the mar- 


vellous diſpenſations of Heaven towards 
the ſons of men muſt be matter both of 
Intereſt and of duty. It muſt leave an 
impreſſion upon the mind, if purſued 
with ſeriouſneſs and attention, that can- 
not fail to have a religious and an happy 
tendency. It muſt inflame our breaſts 
With gratitude towards the great Author 5 
of our being, and diſpoſe our ſouls to 
render him the juſt tribute of love and 
praiſe. It will furniſh. us with the beſt 
_ reaſon and ſtrongeſt inducement to fear 8 
c the Lord, and to ſerve him in truth 
with all our heart: that principle alone, 
which can recommend us to his regard 
and protection; that ſource only, whence 
muſt proceed the bleſſings, and the com- 
fort of our r lives. | 


Taz le ee open the way to the 
two following important 858 


1. WHAT 


DISCOURSE I 22 
I. War are the great things, which 
the Lord our God hath done for us? 


1 AND in what tk 4 do they be- 


come peculiar motives of fear and obe- 
dience? N 


A ſubject truly not more full of digni- 


ty, than edification. 


THE whole Viſible World! 18 an Wuſtri- 


ous diſplay of the Divine favour and libe- 
5 rality to Man. Whatever may contribute : 
to the dignity and accommodations, or 
adminiſter to the gratifications and im- 
provement of life; whatever can entertain 
the mind, exhilarate the heart, and elevate 
the ſoul, is contrived for the ſons of men 
in this wonderful ſcene of things, with 
peculiar care and diſtinguiſhed regard; and 


conferred uren us with endleſs P1 ofuſion 
and variety. 


AZ MARE 
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great ſcale of earthly beings. Obſerve how 


amazingly they combine to form one re- 


| gular and beautiful Syſtem. See with what 


aſtoniſhing powers each part is endued, at 
once to carry on its own operations, and 

to promote the order and the welfare of 
the whole. Conſider now what our ſtation 


and allotment is, in this wide range of 


creation, how highly dignified and exalted. 
The firſt rank in this ſublunary world is 
: appointed to the race of Man; and to him 


Is committed the dominion of all things. 


And in this diſtinguiſhed place of honour 

and eminence, refleft too how mindful | 

the Lord our God hath been of our pre- 

ſervation and well being. He hath given 

us all things richly to enjoy. He hath 
withheld from us no manner of thing, 
that i is good.“ All inferiour creatures are 


put under our ſubjection, and may be 


made ſubſervient to the uſe and conveni- 
ence of life. Even their lives are deſtined 


to 


: CDS: 
1 


DISCOURSE. * 23 


| to. our wants and neceſſities. What ſtrik- 
ing tokens of the regard of our Maker! 
what ſingular inſtances of his n and 
beneficence ! 


INDEED in this view alone, the pride 
of the stoic might be tempted to con- 
7 clude, that all things were made only for ; 
the purpoſes of men. But this vanity will 
ſoon be conſiderably abated, if not entire- 
ly extinguiſhed, when we behold the face 
of the creation in another reſpect. 


IN the conſtitution and diſpoſition of 
wing there is abundant reaſon to mag- 


nify the power and the wiſdom of the 
Creator; and the manifeſtation of his glo- 
ry ſeems to be one principal cauſe of that 
multiplicity of creatures, with which the 
Univerſe abounds, and of thoſe many ad- 
mirable contrivances that are made for 
their nurture and continuance in being. 
Undoubtedly in this grand ſcheme of Pro- 


A 4 vidence, 


24, DISCOURSE I. 
vidence, the ſecurity and the happineſs of 
all other things living is conſulted as well 
as our own. In truth in many caſes we 
are not leſs inſtrumental in promoting 
their welfare, than they are conducive to 
the ſervice of man.“ But then the gra- 
cious deſigns and the great benignity of 
Heaven towards the Human Species 18 
more extraordinary and remarkable, both 
in that elevation of ſtate, in which we are 
placed, and in thoſe refined and ſuperiour 
faculties, with which we are endowed. 


Wr alone of all beings i in this lower 
world are capable of thoſe ſublime con- 
- templations and thoſe important reflecti- 

ons, which the ways of Providence and 


The ſeveral preceding refleRions are enlarged 
upon, and exemplified in a manner inimitable by 
Mr. Pope, with his uſual accuracy and ſublimity. 
Eſſay on Man. Epiſt. I. §. v.- ix. Epiſt. III. v.24-70. 
Iwo uncommon qualities in the fame writer. 

So an ancient Critic, eminent both for his can- 
dour and learning, has obſerved with equal truth 
and judgment. Longin. "y reore 5. 33. 


the 


DISCOURSE I. 25 
the ſenſe of Duty are apt to ſuggeſt. We 
only are able to inveſtigate the great de- 
ſign of our common Creator, in the for- 
mation of things, and to arrive at a diſtinct 


knowledge of his will. We only can diſ- 
cover, that life and all its bleſſings are at 


the ſovereign diſpoſal of Heaven, and that 
we are accountable to the judgment of the 5 
Almighty for our conduct. We alone can 
comprehend, of what vaſt moment and 
near concern it is to merit his favour 
and protection. We only can extend 
our views beyond the ſhort limit of this 
| periſhable ſtate; and are alone ſuſceptible 
of thoſe comforts in the life that now 


is, and of that bleſſedneſs in the life 

that is to come, which Religion propoſes 
to faith and obedience. Well then may 

we join the Apoſtle, and pronounce with 

a voice of triumph and exultation; We 

are made only a little lower than the 
Angels, and crowned with glory and 
honour.” 


OUR 


26 DISCOURSE J. 


Ous gracious Lord has not thought it 


e to give us dignity of ſtation, and 
endow us with ſuperiour excellencies a- 
bove the reſt of his creatures here on 


earth; nor has he judged it ſufficient to 
make the moſt ample proviſion for our 
ſubſiſtance and felicity; He has even con- 
ſulted the innocent gratifications of our 
bodily perceptions, and been ſtudious of 
the cultivation and entertainment of our 


mental capacities. See what an inex- 


hauſtible fund of pleaſures Providence has 
furniſhed for the rapturous efforts of the 
human imagination! what a wide field ang 


immeaſurable ſpace it has opened, for the 


more ſedate exertion | of our intellectual 


1 faculties! ! 


Loox through the whole compaſs of 


Nature, and obſerve with what wonderful 
marks of the Sublime and the Beautiful 


every part is ſignally impreſſed! what ad- 
mirable wiſdom 1 18 diſcoverable i in the con- 
trivance! 


DISCOURSE I. 27 
trivance! what exquiſite art is diſcernable 
in the execution! The rude extent of e- 
normous mountains, the huge precipice, 
the boundleſs tract of the troubled ocean, 
and the immenſe regions of everlaſting 
day exhibit a proſpect ſo truly great and 
- majeſtic, as is wont to engage the mind 
with the higheſt admiration: an emotion 
of ſoul not unattended with much delight. f 
The Vegetable World is richly adorned and 

diverſified with every thing that can pleaſe 
the ſenſe, and gladden the heart of man. 
The large expanſe of Heaven and the Starry : 

Firmament expoſe to our view a moſt af- 
fecting ſcene of magnificence and beauty. 
How are our breaſts apt to glow, and our 
hearts to be expanded at the contemplation 
of theſe things! how are ſuch thoughts diſ- 
poſed to warm the foul with a ſpirit of 
devotion towards the great Author of the 
Univerſe, and to fill us with an uncom- 
mon awe and veneration of him! The Earth 
we inhabit abounds with exhauſtleſs trea- 


ſures, 
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ſures, to ſupport the ſplendor, and to ſup- 
ply us with the elegancies of life. 


No has the great Lord of all things 
been more ſtudious to promote our plea- 
ſure and amuſement 1 in his Viſible Works, 
than to conſult our benefit and 1 improve- 
ment. The book of Nature is full of! in- 
ſtruction, excellent in itſelf, and extenſive : 
in its influence. It is written in ſtrong 3 
characters and legible to all; and there is 5 
abundant matter to raiſe our curioſity, X 
and make us e 


15 A 0 wins of the works of God 
tends alike to the proficiency both of our 
moral and intellectual accompliſhments. 
It is fitted in the beſt manner to enlarge 
our experience without meaſure, and to 
extend our knowledge without bounds. It 
is an effectual means to open and huma- 
nize the heart, and to infuſe into us a 
principle of univerſal goodneſs. For how 


can 


DISCOURSE I. 29 
can that man's benevolence be ſcanty and 
confined, who regards the large and diffu- 
ſive munificence of his all-bountiful Maſ- 
ter? With what conſcience can we indulge 
a cruel and vindictive temper, who conſider 
the forbearance and forgiveneſs of our Fa- 
ther, which is in heaven: © who maketh 

his ſun to ſhine on the Good and on the 

Bad; and ſendeth rain on the Juſt and on 
the Unjuſt?” How can we chuſe but learn, 
to be helpful and compaſſionate to the 
diſtreſſed and afflicted; who are obſerv= 
ant of the all-gracious Providence of our 
common Creator, whoſe tender mercies 
are ſo conſpicuous and redundant over all 
his works? 


THE works of Nature are a full mani- 

feſtation of the great goodneſs and majeſty 
of God. The diſpenſations of Grace are 
a ſingular declaration of his juſtice and 
mercy. The creation of the world is one 
general diſplay of the adorable perfections 


30 DISCOURSE 1. 
of the Almighty. The redemption of man- 


kind is a wonderful demonſtration of his 
more peculiar affection towards the ſons | 

of men, and of the tendereſt concern for 
our happineſs. The Goſpel-covenant is at 
once a glorious vindication of the righte- ; 
ouſneſs of Heaven, and an extraordinary 


notification of the egregious unworthineſs 
An of M an. 1 The 


* 


Ur ON. « the Chriſtian Plan an | efficacious 


5 r is made for thoſe wants and in- 
firmities of our ſpiritual nature, which 
reaſon alone is unable to furniſh. A 


5 ready and certain method is invented to 


guide the underſtanding: a ſovereign re- 
medy is preſcribed to rectify the will: a 


powerful means is pointed out to preſerve 


the purity of the heart. In ſhort, we have 


m this ſcheme of religion the firmeſt ſup- 


port of our peace and comfort in this 
world, and the beſt ſecurity of our eternal 


ſavatin. 


THROUGH | 


A: 467.4 


DISCOURSE I. 31 
THROUO H the impulſe of paſſion or the 
miſguidance of prejudice, through the vehe- 
| mence of inordinate appetites, or through 
I . a certain eagerneſs and ſollicitude for the 
| things of this life, we are very prone to 
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P 3 be ſubdued by temptation, to the neglect 5 
or tranſgreſſion of the inj junctions of our 


F Maker. And upon every deviation from 
= | toy or return to obedience, the ſlender 
: A | . 8 | ſuccours of Reaſon prove no ſure relief 


E | 5 1 againſt the apprehenſions of guilt ; the 
7 , feeble efforts of Nature no effectual pre- 
= vention of offences for the future. But 
WW - | b the Religion of Jeſus has ſecured us againſt 


5 | thoſe fears, and guarded us againſt mw 
” dangers. The blood of the Only Begotten 


= of God is made the propitiation of fin, 


1 7 and the influence of the Holy Ghoſt 1 is 
5 given for our aid and direction. 


TIE Chriſtian Law has defined the com- 
paſs of Moral Duty with clearneſs and pre- 
ciſion; and thoſe endleſs debates both in 


Ancient 
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Ancient and Modern philoſophy, debates : 
indeed of all others the moſt important, 
are at once determined upon the plaineſt 
principles, and by the moſt ſovereign au- 

W 


To obey the will of God is declared to 
be the chief good of man; and a never- 
changing ſtate of retribution, either 1 in ſuf- 
ferings without intermiſſion, or in a degree 
of bleſſedneſs for evermore is made the end 
and motive of ſuch obedience. And pro- 
vided our heart is right with God, and 
our endeavours honeſt and unfeigned, : 
comfortable allowances are offered for 
- the frailties of nature; a gracious AC 
ceptance is promiſed of. our imperfect 
ſervices. 


Now this is a pitch of righteouſneſs. 
attainable by All. This is. a foundation 
of happineſs not to be deſtroyed by any 
contingencies of human life. 5 
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THE vanity of worldly enjoyments is 


painted in ſo lively and ſtriking colours 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as of things 
- precarious in their tenure, at beſt of a 


tranſient nature, neither anſwerable to our 


expectations, nor adequate to our deſires; 
but full only of wretched diſappointment 


and mortification; as is ſufficient to ere- 


ate in every rational mind, intent on hap- 
pineſs, a contempt or indifference. And 
the deſirableneſs of heavenly treaſures 1s 
figured out, under ſuch rapturous ſcenes 
of tranſcendant bleſſedneſs, as if duly pon- 
dered i in the heart, are powerful enough to 
move our affection, and engage our purſuit, 


Tus God, whom we are bom 10 


; ſerve, 18 characterized i in the Goſpel un- ? 


der the moſt exalted notions of ſanctity 


and virtue; and upon this God of the moſt 
refined purity and holineſs i is placed all our 


hopes of happineſs or miſery, and that for | 
endleſs ages. 


dior 
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Now this conſideration, if we are re- 
gardful of our welfare, muſt forcibly con- 
ſtrain us to avoid that pollution of ſoul 
and impurity of life, which are an abomi- 
nation in his ſight. It muſt ſtrongly urge : 
us on to acquire ſuch habits of innocence 
and goodneſs, as are beſt fitted to pro- 
cure his favour, and may render us moſt 
worthy of his acceptance and protection. 5 


And we are encouraged to ſtretch every 


nerve, and to contend with all our might 
for theſe virtuous attainments, by a full 
aſſurance, that ſuch good diſpoſitions and 


. holy reſolutions will be ſtrengthened and 


made effectual, by the co- operation of that 
Divine Spirit, who is our only ſafe con- 
ducter in the paths of truth and duty; 
who is alone the fountain and diſpenſer of 
all Grace; ; the ſole author and perfecter 
of our Sanctification. 


Tavs it appears, that every method has : 
been made uſe of, that infinite Wiſdom 
could 
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oould contrive, or Almighty Power could 


execute to render our abode commodious, 


pleaſureable, and ſecure, in this turbulent 


and perilous ſcene of earthly things, and 
to inſure our juſtification and ſalvation, 
in the glories of that heavenly and ever- 
laſting kingdom, which 15: to be re- 
vealed. 


Wr have the providential care and 
ſpecial ſuper- intendance of a moſt tender 


Father, for our ſafety and well-being: 
we have the all- gracious influence and 


all- powerful aid of the moſt benevolent 


Spirit of Holineſs, for our conduẽt and 
comfort: we have the prevailing merits 
and interceſſion of a moſt merciful Re- 
däeemer, for the ſupport of our hopes and 


our confidence, 


THESE are the ont things, that the 


Lord our God hath done for us. 


B 2 „„ THELE 
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THERE is wanting then no great degree 


of reflection, to convinee us of the reaſon- 


ableneſs and propriety of the exhortation, 
given by the Prophet in the Text. There 
needs but little weight of argument to in- 


cline us to the practice of the * there 


enj joined. 


Evzny thing, that can cither affet an 


ingenuous breaſt, or intereſt a ſound and 


deliberate mind powerfully combines to 
excite our Jove and our obedience. If we 
are not diveſted of the tender feelings of 


nature; if we retain any generous and 


grateful ſentiments; 3 zit the largeſt hopes | 
and the moſt alarming fears can make an 
impreſſion upon the will of man, or be- 
come an incitement to action; Then ſure- 
ly we have the juſteſt cauſe © to ſerve 
the Lord our God with fear, and to re- 


Joice unto him with reverence.” 
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Wes are prompted from within to > cheriſh 


an affection and expreſs a regard to what- 
ever is productive of good or preventive 
af evil to us. It is an honeſt effort of 
nature to conciliate favour and encourage 
aſſiſtance, for our Preſervation and wel- 


fare. This emotion of ſoul we are apt to 


Hoy experience towards our own ſpecies, in a 
BF more eſpecial manner. . But beings of our 


own order are not the only objects of our 


benevolence and eſteem. Creatures of a 
lower rank, the Irrational, nay, even the 
Inanimate, participate in ſome meaſure of 
this diſpoſition from us. We are fond of 
the uſeful animal, and value the fruitful 
field, that contribute to our pleaſure and 
advantage, no leſs than we reſpe& the 


kind friend and endearing parent, that are 


ſtudious to conſult our well-being and 


: happineſs, 


How inflamed then ought our love to 


be: how exalted our affection towards that 


B 3 all- 
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all-bounteous Being, whoſe providence ſe- 
cures us, every moment we live, from 
ſuch variety of harms, that are likely to 
befall us, and whoſe goodneſs fignalizes 
itſelf to us daily, in ſuch wonderful and 
numerous inſtances of bleſſings! 


NorhIxG certainly but: an extreme per- 
verſion of heart and wretched debaſement 
of nature can ſtifle this paſſi on in the 
human breaſt, and ſtop the power and 
progreſs of it. Want of love towards God 


muſt argue the groſſeſt degeneracy of prin- 


ciples, the moſt fatal N of man- 
ners. 


BUT if love alone does not prevail, a 
ſenſe of gratitude to our immenſe Bene- 
| factor muſt have, it ſhould ſeem, ſome 
influence, in recommending and enforcing 
this duty of obedience. What diſingenuity 
and baſeneſs of ſoul muſt it manifeſt, not 
to hearken unto the Lord our God, and 
to 
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to ſerve him faithfully all our days, when 
we know and “ confider how great things 
he hath done for us?” Ingratitude is an 
offence the moſt heinous and deteſtable. 
It is in truth a comprehenſion of the worſt. 
of iniquity. Take we good heed therefore 
to liſten to the voice of God and fulfil 


ES all his commands, leſt we incur the guilt 


and bring « 6n us the vengeance of a crime, | 
juſtly deemed the fouleſt and moſt malig- 


7 nant. But if the noble ſentiments of love 


are feeble and unavailing; if honour and 
| generoſity have no place in our eſtima- 
tion; yet ſurely thoſe great movements of 
the human breaſt, thoſe powerful ſprings 
of human actions, our hopes and our fears, 
muſt need raiſe our zeal, and animate 
our endeavours, and engage our aſſiduity, | 
in the hearty and Ready ſervice of the 
Almighty. 


Taz diſtribution of good and evil is 
ſolely 3 in the hands of the Sovereign of 
4 | the 
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the Univerſe. To God alone belongs the 
diſpoſal of our lot, whether it be in this 
tranſitory ſcene of things, or in that un- 
changeable ſtate which is to enſue. All the 
bleſſings, that we have any ground to ex- 
pect, all the wretchedneſs that we have any 
cauſe to apprehend, muſt proceed only 
from the favour or diſpleaſure of our 
Lord and Governor. What juſt and co- 
gent reaſons theſe are, for endeavouring 
with all our power not to forfeit his re- 
gard by ſinful provocations; but to re- 
commend ourſelves to his acceptance by 
cuvery inſtance of duty and ſubmiſſion, I 
need not ſay. The conſciouſneſs alone of 
this our dependance upon the Almighty 
for every thing we want to avoid or 
wiſh to enjoy, muſt diſpoſe us to learn 
his will with ſtudious application, and to 
execute his commands with zeal and ala- 
crity. A due attention to this our ſitu- 
ation and expectancies in life will not 
ſuffer the mind to remain indolent and 


un- 
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unaffected. Our hopes and our fears muſt 
take the alarm, and rouze, the man to a 


ſenſe of his condition and a ſollicitude for 
his future welfare. And when once the 
heart is thus earneſt and intent on our 
- ſafety and preſervation, | an anxiety will © 
| ſoon ariſe how to compaſs and ſecure i; 
and ſtir us up to every ſedulous attempt 
towards the attainment of it. 


Now the beſt way, indeed the only 
means to accompliſh this weighty con- 
cern is a conſcientious regard to thoſe 
ſeveral great duties, which the conſtitu- 
tion of our nature and the relation, we 
bear to God and Man, indiſpenſably re- 
quire at our hands. Only fear the 
Lord and ſerve him, is the paſſionate 
advice of that great ſervant of God, 
and lover of his brethren, the prophet 
Samuel. And what this divinely autho- 
rized perſon with tenderneſs and cordia- 


lity thus recommends to his own people, 
e 6 
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the voice of reaſon loudly proclaims to 


the whole rac? of men. A God of pu- 
rity and righteouſneſs can be only pleaſed 
with. the holy and virtuous behaviour of 
his rational creatures. This conduct there- 


fore ought to be the primary care, the 
palmary buſineſs of our lives. To gain the | 
approbation of our Creator muſt be mat- 
ter of the moſt eſſential intereſt and neareſt 
concernment to us. 5 oo behoves us then 
to ſecure this momentous affair, with all 
ſpeed and with all aſſiduity. From the 
good will of Providence alone is to be de- 
rived all our expectations of ſafety and 
welfare, in this our terreſtrial ſojourning ; 


and upon his favour and acceptance only 


muſt reſt all our hopes of bleſſedneſs, in 
thoſe heavenly manſions, which, at the 
ſhifting of this earthly ſcene, are to be 


diſcloſed, for ages — 
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LUKE II. 10. 


— Har not: for behold, T Bring you : 


good tidings of great Joy, which 
"i. be 7⁰ all People. 


HE Religion i Chriſt may juſtly be 
ſtyled, as indeed it is, the Goſpel - 


Sen glad tidings of great joy to all 


people. The wants and weakneſſes of hu- 


man nature are ſo very grievous and ma- 
nifold; ſuch a variety of wretchedneſs ac- 


companies this ſtate of fin and mortality, 


that without the friendly guidance and aid 
of our gracious Creator, we are utterly 


unable to conduct ourſelves through life 


with ſafety and with comfort. 


A 
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A ſtrange perverſeneſs of will and flow- 
neſs of heart to purſue the things be- 
longing to our peace, a fatal propenſity 
to evil, and diſinclination to what is good 
are the common lot of our condition. We 
are expoſed to temptations we know not 
how to withſtand or elude. We are en- 
8 compaſſed with calamities, which no wit 
of man can foreſee, no care of man pre- 
vent. Through frailty, inadvertence, or 
preſumptuous wilfulneſs, e in many things 
we offend all, and fall ſhort of our duty.” 
By our daily provocations we forfeit the 
good will of Heaven, and incur the diſ- 
pleaſure of the Almighty. Nor is. there 
any way nature can ſuggeſt to regain the © 
favour of our Maker and extricate our- . 
ſelves from enſuing miſery. And what is 
the ſoreſt evil of all, we are liable every 
moment to have our accounts cloſed by 
the rigid hand of Death, and to be ſum- 
moned to anſwer for them, before the 
righteous Judge of quick and dead. 
From 
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FROM what fatal cauſe this perverſion 
of principles, and this degeneracy of man- 
ners is to be derived; what purpoſes may 
be ſerved, in God's moral government, by 
making Man ſubject to temptation and 
trouble; what reaſons there are either in 
the counſels of the Almighty, or in the 5 
nature and conſtitution of things, by 
which he is deſtined to death and deſtruc- 
tion, it concerns not me at this time to 


5 inquire. The facts are obvious and un- 


 conteſtable. 


Nom under theſe 1 circumſtances, 
what ſatisfaction of mind, what gladneſs 
of heart muſt it needs create, to receive a 
promiſe of heavenly aſſiſtance and conſo- 
lation; whereby we ſhall be enabled to 
tread this vale of miſery, without fear or 

deſpondency of mind; to have an aſſu- 
rance given, that an unſinning obedience 
is not exacted from us, that gracious al- 
lowances will be made for our tranſgreſſi- 
ons; 
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ons; that our pardon is ſealed, and our 
iniquities not to be remembered againſt 
us; that a method is contrived to replace 
us in the favour of God, and to enſure 
to us an inheritance of everlaſting happi- 
neſs; to have the way we are to walk in, 
and which leadeth directly to the land of 
bliſs, ſo marked out, as to become the 
high way of Holineſs : de wayfaring 
men, though fools, ſhall not err therein.” 


And this is the joyful and important ä 
news proclaimed to the world, at the ap- 
. pearance of a Saviour, Chriſt the Lord. | 

This 1s the uſe and purpoſe, which the re- 
ligion, he came to eſtabliſh and propagate 
on earth, was intended to ſerve, The 
doctrines, which the Goſpel holds forth to 
the ſons of Men, are full of mercy and 
everlaſtin g comfort. They tend equally to 
the glory of God, are productive of the 
peace and welfare of Men, and declarative ; 
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of the good mil of our heavenly Father 


towards us. 


CONSIDERATIONS of moment enough, 


; one would think, to recommend them to 
| | the favour and approbation of All; or to 
; Incline the Rational and the Ingenuous to 
” give them a fair hearing and candid exa- 


mination ; ; reaſons at leaſt ſufficient, it 


1 ſhould ſeem, to ſecure them from the ri- 
dicule and outrage of Any. But paſſion 
and Prejudice are ſo apt to darken the 
f underſtanding, and miſguide the will of 
Man, that cavillings and calumniation . 
with ſome men are wont to aſſume the 
1 : place of ſound argument and fair in- 
1 a quiry; and the ſubtleties of recondite ſo- 
1 phiſtry and philoſophic refinement are 
able to overbalance the plaineſt evidence 
pl reaſon, and the moſt powerful demon- 
ſtrations of the Spirit. What elſe can be 
the cauſe, why a Religion with ſo fair pre- 
tenſions, of ſo benign and lovely an aſpect, 


S e — and 
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and ſo fruitful of good effects, ſhould yet 


meet with oppoſition and violence ? 


| CHRISTIANITY appeals to the. com- 


mm ſenſe and experience of mankind for 
its credibility and its truth. The Religion 
of the Goſpel grounds its authority on 


the atteſtation of miracle, and the com- 


pletion of prophecy. A diſbelief of the 


former is utterly ruinous to the faith of 


Hiſtory : the latter is verified by things of 
the moſt ſtubborn and durable nature, 


5 the Events themſelves, a 


Tun . and the purity of the 


Goſpel inſtitutions and precepts merit ſtill 
farther our attention and regard. And the 
end and deſign of Chriſtianity, ſo worthy 
of God, and ſo beneficial to Man, vindicates 5 
the juſtneſs of i its pretenſions. | 


HEAR what a venerable Apoſtle has to 


to ſay in behalf of the authority and pre- . 
tenſions of that Religion, in the defence 


and 


1420 
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and propagation of which he ſacrificed 
his life. Ve men of Iſrael, hear theſe 


words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a Man approv- 


ed of God among you, by miracles and 
wonders and ſigns, which God did by 


him in the midſt of you, as ye yourſelves 


7 alo know; Him being delivered by the 
determinate counſel, and foreknowledge 
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and ſlain. This Je- 

5 ſus has God raiſed up, whereof we all are 

A witneſſes. Therefore let all the houſe of 


Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God has made 


that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Chriſt*,” 56 


= alſo * a no leſs reſpectable 


and duly-authorized perſon aſſerts of the 
holineſs of its doctrines, their important 


end and beneficial tendency ; ; who from * 
fierce enemy and furious perſecutor be- 
came as ſtrenuous an advocate, and as 
TREE (24; ci. powerful 

* Acts II. 5 
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powerful a friend. © The Grace of God, 
that bringeth Salvation, hath' appeared 
unto all men, teaching us that denying 


ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 


live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 


' preſent world, looking for that bleſſed 
hope and glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 5 
good works*, ” 7 | 


BUT we need not truſt only to the E- 
vangeliſts and Apoſtles for a recommen- 


dation of the Religion, they publiſh : their 


reports of it are warranted beyond all rea- 
ſonable doubt, by the beſt of moral evi- 


dence, and the moſt authentic of all human 
teſtimony. Mark what Experience the 
: ſureſt atteſtation of moral truth witneſſeth 


in its favour. The bleſſed fruits, which the 
Chriſtian 


* Titus 1. 11—14. 
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Chriſtian Religion has ſhed forth abun- 
dantly over the face of the earth, and the 


ſudden reformation, which it made among 


© mankind, and which is ſo juſtly and fre- 
0 quently boaſted of, by the firſt Apologiſts 


of Chriſtianity, are at once an argument 5 


| of its own importance, and of the ver. 
city of the Ferenc aſſeverations. 


Wu AT 1gnorance in matters of Reli- 


: gion, what impurity of morals had got © 


the aſcendancy over the minds of Men, 
even amid thoſe wiſe and poliſhed nations, 
waere arts and ſciences had erected their 


; ſtandard, and eſtabliſhed a ſovereignty ? 


What barbarous, for inſtance, and libi- 
dinous ufages prevailed in the public and 


Private devotion both of Greece and Rome? 


5 A worſhip how unholy and ſubverſive of : 
. true religion Ceremonies and inſtituti- 


ons how ludicrous and abominable! How 
_ utterly unbecoming the majeſty, and de- 
rogatory to the honour of God! What 


2 an 
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an imputation on the underſtanding ; n 
much beneath che di 85 of Man! 


IN truth chain Ritual is a Randing prof 
of the impotence of reaſon in religious 
concerns, and of the depravity of human 
nature *, But if among a people ſo famed 


for el egance of taſte and a cultivation of 


„ Nat de inſtances of this kind are upon re- 
cord, in ſome of the writers both Greek and La- 
tin in the primitive Church; who with juſt indig- 
nation have ſet forth in the ſtrongeſt light the 
palpable folly and monſtrous deformity of that 

worſhip, from which they had been lately con- 
veg 

Clem. Alex. NPOTPENT. Euſeb. Pr. Evang. 
Tertull. Apologet. Arnob. adverſus Gentes. Min. 
F elix, Cyprian. de Idol. Vanitate. - 

And that no ſuſpicion may remain of their male- 
volence or diſingenuity, which are apt to exagge- 
rate, their repreſentations are authorized by two 

grave writers among the Pagans themſelves, a 
Philoſopher, and an Hiſtorian. Cic. de Divin. II. 
- Diodor, Sic. Hit I. 
Nay the indignity, which human nature ſuffer- 
ed from the Gentile worſhip, was ſo flagrant and 
deteſtable, that an honeſt Pagan poet could not 
refrain from expoling the fortifinebs and abſurdity 
of it, with all the rage and ridicule of Satyr, whole 
account, abominable as it is, ſtands confirmed b 


| undoubted teſtimony. Juv. Sat. xv. Herod, Hiſt. II. 


mind, 
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mind. there was ſo little faving know- 
ledge, where yet appeared the ſtrongeſt 
efforts of reaſon in Policy and Literature; 


what was to be expected from the Unci- 

8 vilized and the Savage! ? What indeed elſe, as 

is evident in fact, but the groſſeſt errours, 
and the moſt deplorable ſuperſtition * NE. 


Onsenve. how great a change has 


been wrought 1 in the religious notions and 


moral principles of men by the promul- 


gation of the Goſpel ? What new hopes 
and uncommon comfort have been ad- 


* 11 TRE FE are Ed to us of 


the horrid Barbariſm and ſhocking Impiety, that 


2 in the religious worſhip of the modern 
agans in Africa, America, and the Indian Ifles, 


by the Compilers of Modern Hiſtory, and the 


Writers of Voyages and Travels into the territo- 
ries of the Savages. And we have the more rea- 
ſon to believe their reports, as they are delivered 
with an uniformity in this point, though with 
Rrange diverſity in other reſpe&ts. 
Nor are the polite and civilized Empires of 
China and apan, exempt from the imputation of 
monſtrous Idolatry in their ſacred offices. Deſcrip- 
tion de l' Empire de la Chine par le Pere Du 
ar n Hiſt. of Japan. | 


ce mi- 
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miniſtered ? What a ſolid foundation is 


laid of peace and content? What a never 
failing ſpring of happineſs | is __ for 
the ons of Men ? | : 


WI are informed of the God, whom we 


are called upon to ſerve, that as all things 
at firſt did owe their very being to the 
word of his power ; ſo they do derive al- 


together their continuance and preſerva- 
tion from his wiſdom and goodneſs. We 


are inſtructed, that all things obey his 
will, and are made ſubſervient to the pur- 


poſes of his providence; that as his know- 


| ledge reacheth to the thoughts no leſs than 


the lives of men; ſo both the inward work- 


ings of the Mind and the outward opera- 
tions of Nature are within the extent of 
his power and dominion. 


WI are told that this great Lord of 
the Univerſe is as righteous as he is holy, 
and will aſſuredly render to every man 

ac- 


EE 
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according to his deeds. What firm 
foundation for religious awe and reve- 
rence? What ſolid reaſon for confidence 


aud reſignation? What ſure ground of 


conſolation? What ſtable ſupport, in every 


diſtreſsful ſcene of human life? What a 


magnificent and yet amiable picture of the 


2 Deity? H ow widely different from thoſe un- 


worthy repreſentations of his nature and 


government in the Pagan Syſtems! There 


every thing is either put under the blind 


: direction of Chance, or determined and | 
fixed irreverſibly by the neceſſity of Fate“. 
There the Majeſty of Heaven is either left 


in a ſtate of indolence and ination, ut- 


terly regardleſs of what paſſes in this ſub- 
lunary ſcene of things, leſt perchance the 


concerns of the world ſhould prove bur- 


*® Theſe two Syſtems of the Pagans differ more 


in words than in reality. A neceſſary ſeries of e- 


vents, abſolutely reſulting from a neceſſary con- 
catenation of cauſes and effects, independent of 


all voluntary interpoſitions, muſt prevail in them 


both. And fo indeed they have been repreſented 
by a celebrated Ancient. Cic. Lib, de Fato. 88 
2 9 denſome 
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denſome and diſtracting, and a multi- 
plicity of cares give diſturbance to his 
quiet +; or elſe the Divine Nature is made 
the ruthleſs creature of ſuperſtition, armed 
with cruelty and terror, whoſe tender re- 
lentings would be deemed a certain want 
of dignity, and whoſe mercifulneſs would 
be degraded into weakneſs and folly}. 


8 Omnis enim 1 per ſe Divim natura neceſſe eſt 
Immortali ævo ſumma cum pace fruatur, 
Semota ab noſtris rebus, ſejunctaque longè. 
Nam privata dolore omni, privata periclis, 
Ipſa ſuis pollens rebus, nihil indiga noſtri, 
. Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec tangitur ira. 
Lucret. de Rerum Nat. I. 55—62. 


This opinion has been animadverted upon with 
5 Fa ſeverity, and expoſed with proper ridicule and 


_ contempt by the great Philoſopher of Rome. Ni- 


hil habet, inquit, negotii. Profecto Epicurus, quaſi 


pueri delicati, nihil ceſſatione melius exiſtimat. At 
ipſi tamen pueri, etiam cùm ceſſant, exercitatione 
aliqua Judicra delectantur. Deum fic feriatum vo- 
lumus ceſſatione torpere, ut ſi ſe commoverit, ve- 
reamur beatus eſſe non poſit. Cic. de Nat. Deor. 

„„ 28 

+ That this was one of the ſtrange dogmata of 

the Stoics, 1s aſſerted by Diogenes Laertius in the 
life of the Founder of the Sect. And the ſame 
thing is averred by the Roman Orator in a public 
place of Judicature, and that. in the preſence of 
a very rigid diſciple of that School, Cato himſelf. 
Cic, in Orat, pro Murzna, 
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Wu are taught to pay our adoration, 
where only it can be due, to God alone; 


and that not with the vain pomp of pro- 
ceſſion and facrifice; not with oftentati- 
ous offerings and impure ceremonies; not 
with the ſervice of the lip and outward 
man, but with ſimplicity and godly ſin- 


cerity, with the worſhip of the ſpirit, with 


inward ſanctity and the devotion of the 

| heart. How diſſimilar this to the multi- 
furious and extravagant forms of idola- 
trous b worſhip, to the revellings and in- 
decency, that ſo univerſally prevailed, to 
the everlaſting reproach of the Gentile 


THE 


* The multiform and ridiculous worſhip of the 


© Gentiles is fully expoſed by Lilius Gyraldus in 


his Hiſtory of their Gods and facrifices, which is 


 _ meant, as he obſerves himſelf, Deorum Gentilium 


nomina et cognomina non tam interpretari, quam 


© ridere vanitatem. Hiſt, Deor. Syntag. I. 


And the exhibition of ſome of their ſacred Feſti- 
vals and religious Rites, to the notorious offence 


of modeſty, is reprehended with juſtice and acri- 
mony by Lactantius. Divin, Inſtit. I. II. 


The 


58 DISCOURSE II. 
TE improvement made by the Goſpel 


in the moral principles of Men is evident 


beyond diſpute. To know the chief good 
of Man, to diſcover what is the leading 
principle of moral conduct are things of 


the firſt and neareſt concern to Mankind. 


They are things indeed of ſuch vaſt im- 
portance, that on them alone depends our 
peace and welfare. They are things, with- 
out which all philoſophy is impertinent 
ſtudy and vain ſpeculation; z all r eaſonings 


on the nature of virtue and condition of = 


— Man are idle and unavailing; all explana- - 


tions of duty muſt need loſe their main 


uſe and influence. 


The Lupercalia and Floralia, the Bacchanalian 
Revels and Eleuſinian Myſteries were matter of 
* ſcoff and ſcandal. No wonder then ſuch 
ind of riot and indecorum did not ſuit the gravity 

of Cato. The Epigram in Martial is as bitter a 
reflection on ſuch like practices, as it is a ſevere 
ſarcaſm on the conduct of the Stoic. 


Noſſes jocoſæ dulce cùm Sacrum Floræ 
Feſtoſque luſus, et licentiam Vulgi, 

Cur in Theatrum Cato ſevere veniſti? 

An ideò tantùm veneras, ut exires? Epigram. I. 3. 


5 | _ Ac- 


3 
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- ACCORDINGLY as was to be expected, 
cheſe have been ſubjects, that have for ever 
exerciſed the wits both of Ancient and 


Modern Sages, and become matter of end- 


leſs contention. But after all their re- 
ſearches and altercation, nothing has been 


| ſtruck out for general edification. What- 


euer has been advanced, has been either 
il too ſubtle and abſtracted for the compre- | 
henſion of the generality of Men, and only 


fitted to the capacity of a few refined ſpi- 


kits; or has wanted ſanction and autho- 


1 city to influence the heart of Individuals. 


| It has rather proved matter of curioſity 
and amuſement to the Underſtanding, than 


2 SIG. of any force or ſway on the 


WHEREAS the Chriſtian law propoſes 


a principle, ſimple, plain, and rational, a 
1 principle of univerſal extent and influence, 
level to the apprehenſion, and reaching to 
che "re of every Mortal, in every con- 


dition, 


60 DISCOURSE II. 


dition, and under every circumſtance, of 
0 TP 


THE Galpel class it to be the will 


of our Maker, that we .ſhould practiſe 


thoſe great rules of moral duty, which 
5 Nature and Reaſon have marked out to 
us; the due performance of which by 
honeſt endeavour and aſſiduous application, . 
he expects at our hands, as the indiſpenſa- 
ble condition of our preſent and future 
happineſs. To pleaſe God therefore is the 
chief good of Man, and the knowledge 
of his will that grand principle, whence 
: alone our obligation to MEA is to be de- 


. duced. 


BUT the ſuperiour excellence and great 


expediency of the Goſpel-revelation is in 
nothing more apparent, than in furniſhing 
us with ſuch new grounds of hope and 
| conſolation, as cannot fail to give the 

faireſt proſpect of happineſs in this life, 


and 
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; and the joyful aſſurance of bleſſedneſs in 
1 that which! is to come. 


WIA was in A be be ſought for in 


w.e regions of Philoſophy; what the reli- 


gion of Nature can give us no ſecurity in, 
that deficiency has been amply ſupplied by 
the Goſpel of Jeſus; I mean, a remedy for 

i ſin, and a title to an everlaſting inherit- 

ance in the heavenly manſions. The tranſ- 
grefſions of Man make ſo wide a breach 
between him and his Maker, as no labour 


oc his own can ever be able to. repair. 


They are not only a forfeiture of the good 


Will and protection of Heaven, but an ex- 


[ poſure to the indignation and vengeance 
of the e, 


IN this wretched FIRED what is there 
within the reach of Nature or the wit of 
35 Man, that can be of any real ſervice to us? 
What! is there that can avert the diſpleaſure 
of God, and replace u us 1n his favour and 


accept- 
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acceptance? Can Sacrifice, that ſlender re- 


fuge of the Pagan? Or can repentance, 
that feeble, tho only reſort of the Unbe- 


lever? «Can the blood of bulls or of goats, 
as the Prophet well expoſtulates, or the 
| ſprinkling of an heifer waſh away ſin? 
Who hath. required this at your hands, to 
tread my courts, faith the Lord?“ How in- 


deed in the nature of the thing ſhould the - 


life of a Brute animal be an atonement 
for the guilt of Man? how can it be 
5 thought that the righteous Lord of hea- 
ven and earth ſhould accept the one in 
lieu of the other ? And how can mere ſor- 
row wipe off the ſtains and pollutions of 
ſin, and compenſate for paſt offences? Or 
ho can the reſolution of amendment for 
the future, or the performance of duty in 
one inſtance, be ſufficient to anſwer for 
che violation or neglect of it in another? 


Bur if 6 our nil FRIES are till 8 15 
| able upon us; if the demerit of our actions, 
nor -* 
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for ought we can do, muſt ever re- 


main; if we can find no method to re- 


: move the juſt cauſe of God's wrath againſt 
us; how ſhall we be able to merit his fa- 


vour, and gain a title to reward at his 


0 hands The beſt ſervices of the beſt of meri 


fall ſhort of their duty. When we have 
done all, we are but unprofitable ſervants :” of 


we do but ill repay the care and goodneſs 


f 5 of our Maſter. The reward of the moſt 


perfect obedience on the part of Man is 


only to be hoped for, from the mercy and 
1 gracious allowances of our Lord and Go- 
vernour. If then the righteous can thus 
: ſcarcely expect to avoid condemnation, 


vhat muſt become of che ungodly and the 
: ſinner! FE: 


| Now the Goſpel has provided a ſove- - 


5 reign remedy againſt all fear in the one 


caſe; and given ſufficient ground of con- 


fldence and ſecurity in the other. It not 
1 only has enſured our pardon and recon- 


V 
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cilement with God; but even rendered our 
imperfect ſervices meritorious in his ſight. 
The blood of Jeſus is become a propitia- 
tion for our ſins, and the merits of Chriſt 
have entitled us to the reward of Heaven. 
By faith in our Redeemer, his righteouſ- 
neſs is imputable to us, and we are made 
« the ſons of God, and joint-heirs with 
Chriſt. 15 Privileges ſurely of the higheſt 
eſtimation and regard to the ſons of Men; 
as they are privileges of the greateſt note 
and dignity in themſelves, and of the laſt | 
f importance to our welfare. 


WII I may we. then, be.encouraged by 
the Chriſtian Covenant.not to fear ; 3 well 
may it be called glad tidings of great joy 
to all people. As the Death and Paſſion of 
its great Author is the accompliſhment of 
our Salvation; ſo his Reſurrection from 
the Dead is the completion of our truſt 
and j joy. 
Bur 
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Bor it muſt be always remembered on 


our part with great care and attention, 


that the meritoriouſneſs of this Sacrifice 


5 of Chriſt is only available to ſalvation, 
upon our faith and our obedience. The 
1 Goſpel-covenant contains a promiſe | of 


| ; bleſſings, great indeed and extenſive be- 


ond conception, but only to be conveyed 
tous upon the ſtipulations therein ſpeci- 
_ fied and ee 


Ws muſt have faith in i God: and faith 


in Chriſt ; not that faith which reſts in 


the underſtanding alone, without moving 


the will or affecting the heart; not that 


faith, which the wild Enthuſiaſt inculcates 


with ſo much confidence and preſumption, 
which, the wicked and the profligate may 
have, and yet not relinquiſh their 1 iniqui- 
1 ties, and which even the evil Spirits them- 
ſelves do entertain with fear and tremb- 
ling; but that faith, which operates on 
the mind of Man, with the force of con- 
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1 viction, and with the ſenſe of duty; ; with 


an entire aſſent to the truth of the Goſ- 
| pel, and with a full truſt in the promiſes 


of God, accompanied with a ſincere re- 1 
gard to his moſt "oy Laws, 


'Tars 3 18 the faith which St. Paul preach- 
ed with ſo much fervour and earneſtneſs 
of heart, and recommended 1 in his writ- 
ings with ſuch a true ſpirit of manly elo- 
quence. And it was the miſapprehenſion 
and perverſion. alone of this faith, which 
k. James ſets himſelf to correct, with fo 
much godly zeal. 


W᷑ are commanded by our Religion to 
have faith in Chriſt ; for faith alone will 
ſave a Man; while at the ſame time we 
are told, that without holineſs no man 
all ſee the Lord, and are therefore ſtrict- 

ly enjoined to work out our Salvation with 
fear and trembling. TT 
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WHATEVER then be the vain boaſt of 


Thoſe, who pretend to truſt in faith alone, 

"= without the conduct of a good life ; 3 let us 
embrace with more truth and ſoberneſs 
the faith of the Goſpel, both as a princi- 
; ple of Knowledge, and as a principle of 
Religion. The former will teach us what : 
we ought to believe: the latter will diſ- 
pPoſe us to act up to that perſuaſion ; but 

. both of them together can only make us 
truly wiſe, FE even wiſe unte Salvation. 
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PSALM. XXXVn. 37. 


MY Mark the perfect man, and bebold the 
| upright; for. the end of that man 


7s ir peace : 


Or, 


as it is in the Tranſlation of the Septua- 


gint, that is uſed in our Liturgy: 


3 Keep innocency, and ale heed 10 the = 
thing that is right ; for that foal 
ring a man Powe at the laft 


TAPPINESS is the great object, * 
L which the voice of reaſon directs, 


E and the calls of nature urge the ſtudies 


and 
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and purſuits of all Mankind. How di- 
verſe foever and incompatible in them- 
| ſelves, the ſeveral deſigns and attempts of 
men may be, yet the end and tendency of 
them all is the fame. Indeed as the com- 
plexions of men differ, as the manner of 
their education and their condition of life 
varies, ſo will their notions and ſentiments ; 
vary in proportion. And accordingly their 
f diſpoſitions and endeavours muſt take a 
different caſt and turn. But ſtill the prin- 
Cipal thing ſought after and aimed at, 
with ſo much inceſſant induſtry and ap- : 
plication, is only happineſs. Here unite 


the principles and the practices, how diſcor- 7 


dant ſoever they are, of the Religious and 
the Libertine, of the Recluſe and the So- 


cable, of the High and Wealthy, as wel! 


as of the Mean and Indigent. The ſordid 
views of the Avaricious, the unmanly taſte : 
of pleaſure j in the Voluptuar y, and the in- 
fatiable thirſt of glory in the Ambitious, 
into whatever croſs paths and indirect 
3 0045 
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roads they may be led thereby, all termi- 


nate in this po TID 


+ IT becomes then matter of common 
concern and of the neareſt importance, to 


be able to aſcertain, wherein conſiſteth the 
happineſs of Man, and by what methods 


it may be moſt effectually attained and ſe- 


cured. - 


CONSIDERATIONS well worthy the 


| cloſeſt attention and moſt ſtrict ſcrutiny 


This matter has been finely and philoſophi- 


. cally explained, by our much admired Poet, with 


his wonted ſtrength of ſentiment and beauty of 


dition, from that Ruling Paſſion in the human 
| breaſt ; which reconciles all the contrarieties in hu- 


man conduct ; and which, as it varies in the in- 
dividuals of the human ſpecies, gives a different 
determination to their thoughts and actions, and 
induces the different colour of their lives. Pope's 
/ Oe oi 

From the ſame principle is deducible that di- 


- verſity of Sects in the philoſophical ſchools of the 
Alncients; and that diſſenſion in the Diſciples of 
Teno, Epicurus, and Ariſtotle, concerning the 
- ſummum bonum of Man, Cicero de Finibus. 


of | 
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of Man; thoſe things indeed alone of 
: greateſt moment, which either reaſon can 
teach or religion can Propoſe. And theſe 
are the weighty points, to which we are 
at once led, by the inſtruction in the Text. 
Keep innocency and take heed to the 
thing that is right; for that ſhall bring a 
man peace at the laſt. 


IX has ever been the main 1 buſted 
and purport of Philoſophy, to inveſtigate — 
the chief good of Man. The Sages of old, 
beſtowed great labour upon this ſubject; 
but were miſerably divided in their opi- 
nions about it. The reſearches of modern 
times have been laid out upon the ſame 
Topic, with as much care and pains; and 
yet with no leſs diſſenſion and variety of 
ſentiment. Endleſs have been the diſputes, 
and innumer able the Sects and Parties, 
which this intereſting truth has occaſioned 
in the world c. es hb 1 


The multiplicity of opinions 4 diſcordancy 


of ſentiment, that raiſed ſo much conteſt and ani- 
moſity 
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| AND yet the caſe appears extreamly 
plain and obvious; ; what requireth no 
ſtretch of underſtanding to diſcover; what 
needs no depth and compaſs of learning 
to explain and prove. The common noti- 
ons and feelings of mankind abundantly : 


7 thew, what are the eſſential ingredients, 
in the compoſition of human happineſs. 


Whatever IS productive of ſolid and laſt- 
ing peace to the mind of Man; which 


neither the ſun. ſhine of proſperity can 


diſpel and diſſipate, nor the ſtorms of ad- 
3 can cloud and overwhelm; which 
does not deſert the bed of ſickneſs, and 
 forſaketh not the infirmities of age; which 
can never be ſeparated from the enjoy- 
ments of youth, nor the cares of man- 
| hood; which leaves us not forlorn and 


a] - deſtitute, in thoſe laſt gloomy ments, 
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[LY | moſiry amongſt the ancient Philoſophers are ex- 


hibited to the deriſion of the learned world by a | 


4 wiſe Pagan Writer of much erudition, and by 
: two learned ones amongſt the Primitive Chriſtians. 


Cicero de Finibus. Quzſt. Academ. Auguſt. de 
| Givitat Dei. Lactant. Divin. Inſt. III. 


when 
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when all outward comforts fail, That it 


is, and That Alone, which can render us 
truly happy. Whatever expedients Ancient 
Wiſdom may ſuggeſt, or Modern Philoſo- 


phy can recommend, that fall ſhort of this; 
they are utterly vain and inſignificant. 


War availeth it, to tell a Man, that 
in order to be happy, he muſt diveſt him- 
ſelf of paſſion, and get above the ſenſe of 


pain and ſorrow ; when he finds vehe- 
ment cravings of nature, not to be ſubdu- : 


* It has been obſerved, and I think, with great 


juſtice, that there is no doctrine ſo ſtrange and _ 
_ abſurd, but what has met with ſome Knight. _ 
Errant in ancient Philoſophy for its Champion, 
Who has pertinaciouſly detended it with all zeal 


and fury. 
A more flagrant proof of this truth ſcarce oc- 


curs than the Stoical Apathy: a tenet ſo abſolute- 
ly beyond the power of human nature, and fo ut- 


_ terly contrary to common ſenſe and experience. 
Cic. Tuſc. Diſp. II. IV. 


The great uſefulneſs of the paſſions under pro- 
per direction, and the fooliſhneſs of that conceit of 
exterminating them from the breaſt of Man is de- 
monſtrated with much elegance and judgement 
in the Eſſay on Man. Pope's $ Ethic. Epiſt. II. ver. 
100-132 


, 
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| 1 ed, violent emotions of ſoul, not to be 
7 avoided ; when he feels from within fearful 


- miſgivings of heart and dejection of ſpirit, 


and experiences from without un-intermit= 
ting racks and torture of body? What will 
Es it ſignify, to bid a man, eat and drink, for 


to morrow he dies; to take his fill of fen- 
wal delights; © for this is his por tion, and 
his lot is this; when anguiſh ſeizes his 
mind, and his ſoul is full of bitterneſs; 
when diſeaſe and infirmity ſurround him 
on every ſide; and he ſees Nature itſelf 
= tumbling into ruins? What does it 
profit, to read a man fine leſſons, on the 
abſtracted nature and innate beauty of diſ- 
| intereſted virtue, when he perceives his 
ea are ending in miſery, and he has no 
joyful expectation of any recompence be- 
n the gravel ? | 


N OTHING moſt aſſuredly can be a firm 


and durable foundation for human happi- 


neb. but what is laid 1 in ſuch ſtable mate- 
rials, 
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rials, as will make a man Live with delight 
and ſatisfaction, and Die full of joy and 
conſolation; as will furniſh his breaſt with 
thoſe ſteady and powerful principles, that 
can enable him to hve in peace with God, 
in peace with himſelf, in peace with all 
| the world, and give him reaſon to leave | 
this earthly tabernacle in full expectation of 
future bleſſedneſs. And this is only to be 
compaſſed; it is indeed no otherwiſe at- 
tainable, but by! innocence of life and rec- 
titude of conduct, by keeping a conſcience 
void of offence, towards God and towards 
Man, and by performing the great duties 
of piety, and juſtice, and ſobriety. 


As the firſt part of wiſdom is to be free 
from folly*, ſo the leading ſtep to happi- 

nels, is to be devoid of miſery. No afflic- 
tion can be more ſevere and unſurmount- 


* Virtus eſt vitium fugere, et Japienta prima 
Stultitia caruiſſe. — 


Hor. Lib. I. Epiſt. I. 41. 
able 
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Axle, than the painful 1 reflections of a guilty 
mind. Our firſt care then muſt: be, to 

= keep all quiet at home, to have the appro- 

| | bation and encouragement of conſcience, 

© as a friend and counſellour, rather than 
the anger and reſentment of it, as a a judge 

EZ 0 and avenger. | 


L 


Wan a Man' 8 heart reproacheth him 


not, his days will be full of peace and 
Rel ſatisfaction ; and when all within 18 calm 
1 and ſerene, it matters not what turbulen- 
© cies are abroad in the world. He will al- 
— ways have ſuch a ſupport, from the con- 
5 ſciouſneſs of his own innocence, as will 
put him in a condition, to behold outward 
.  commotions, undiſmayed and without con- 

cern. But when guilt once overtakes a 
Man, fear and ſorrow will be his inſepara- 
dle attendants. He muſt perpetually live 
uncder the torment of ſecret anguiſh, and 
3 1 every accident and calamity of life will 
1 ; poſſeſs his ſoul with wretchedneſs. He can 


| never 
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never think himſelf ſecure from the vio. 
lence and harm of his fellow-creatures, and 


will be continually harraſſed with the dread 
of Divine vengeance. 


Now what worldly bleſſings and enjoy- 


ments, under theſe direful circumſtances, | 
can prevent us from being miſerable? All 
the ſweets of life will loſe their reliſh, un- 5 
der this ſmart and agony of mind, and = 
While the ſoul thus refuſeth comfort, 
wealth and proſperity will only aggravate 
our miſery. 


Bur a man has gone but a little way 


in the path of virtue, has made but ſmall | 
advances towards the way of happineſs, 


who only doeth no harm. To be barely 


innocent is but flight x merit and flender 
comfort. | 


Ix we would have our happineſs as com- 


pleat, as the frailties and caſualties of this 
life 
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1 ne will admit, we muſt follow: the advice 
2 of the Prophet: we muſt not only ceaſe 
to do evil, but we muſt learn to do well.” 
We muſt be perfect and live in peace, and 
then according to the Apoſtle, "= WE may 
1 be of good comfort. The God of love and 
1 , peace will dwell with us.” If we mean to 
© have our days end in peace, we muſt be 
T upright as well as perfect. Our conduct 

is not only to be free from blemiſhes, but 
it muſt be full of excellencies. And this 

3 i | is to be done only by the uniform practice 
of the great rules of Moral Duty, by living 
TT ſoberly and righteouſly and godly in this 

1 preſent world. 


THe Scriptures have given us aſſurance, 


that he who luſteth to live and would 
fain ſee good days, muſt eſchew evil and 
do good, ſeek peace and enſue it.” We are 
there encouraged, to expect the bleſſings 
of God upon all our endeavours, to be ſe- 
18 


fe 


cure from harm in our perſons, and ſuc- 
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ceſsful in our fortunes, ce if we be followers 


of that which is good.” We are told, not 
to hope for the enjoyments of life, not to 


think of „ Gringi good day, [unleſs we do | 
good and refrain from evil. For the eyes 
of the Lord are over the. righteous, and 
his ears are only open unto their prayers. 
But the face of the Lord is againſt them, 

that do evil. There i is no | Peace, ſaith my 


God, to the Wicked. 3 


AnD to this our own reaſon beareth : 
undeniable teſtimony. Whatever i is agrea= _ 
ble to our rational nature muſt be pro- 


ductive of peace and happineſs. For what 


18 happineſs, but to be in that ſtate and 
condition of life, which the conſtitution 
and circumſtances of our Being requireth, 


and the Author of our nature deſigned? 


THE Sect moſt renowned for wiſdom a- f 


mong the Ancients clearly ſaw this, and 


5 maintained accordingly, that the chief good 
of 
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1 3 2 man conſiſteth, in acting according to 


Nature, and living ſuitably to the condition 


and circumſtances of our Being*. The 
nature and reaſon of things point out to 


us the ſeveral relations, in which we ſtand 
to other beings, and from theſe ſeveral 
relations do reſult the reſpective duties, 
we owe to God, our Neighbour, and Our- 
ſelves. Now what i is thus conformable to 


| the dictates of our own breaſts, neither 


biaſſed by prejudice, nor miſled by paſſions 


will have the approbation and applauſe of z 
our minds, and muſt end in uy Joy of 


heart and een of ſoul. 


A ſenle of duty ad . is the 


= Peuker excellence of man, and what ſets 
us above the level of the Brute· creation. 5 


*Secundum naturam, id eſt, nature congruenter 
convenienterque vivere, hoc his (ſc. Stoicis) bono- 
rum videtur exremum. Cic. de Fi in. IV. 10. Sene- 


4 ca. Epiſt. 118. 


Finis bonorum exſiſtit, ſecundum naturam vi- 
vere, fic adfectum, ut optime adfici poſſit ad na- 
taramque accommodatiſſime. Cic. de Fin. V. 9. 


RN 3 They 


8% DIScouRsn m. 
They want not reaſon and ſagacity, to ſe- 
cure their beings, and provide for their 
welfare, any more than we do; and the 
| bodily ſenſations are as exquiſite, nay, 
even more ſo in ſome of them, than our 
 own*. But to reflect on the nature and 
conſequences of their actions, to conſider 
themſelves as accountable for their con- 
duct to ſome ſuperiour Being, upon whoſe 
power and goodneſs they depend for their 
exiſtence and their happineſs, is a reach of 
thought far above their apprehenſion and 
capacity. It is indeed the privilege of 
Man alone, in this earthly ſtate of things. 
What modes of Sight betwixt each wide extreme, N 
The Mole's dim curtain, and the Lynx's beam: 
Of Smell, the headlong Lioneſs between, 
And Hound ſagacious on the tainted green: 
Of Hearing, from the Life that fills the flood, 
To That, which warbles thro? the vernal wood: 
The Spider s touch, how exquiſitely fine, 
Feels at each thread, and lives upon the line: 
In the nice Bee, what {enſe ſo ſubtly true, 


From pois'nous herbs extracts the healing dew? 
Pope's Eſſay on Man. Ep. I. 21 1.— 220. 
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To keep up then the dignity of human 
nature, by acting according to that ſenſe 
of religion and duty, with which Provi- 


(ee hes ditingrithct us in fo fingular 
gaga a manner, as it is the higheſt accompliſh- 
ment and perfection of Man, ſo it muſt 


needs * his y_ a 


Sour. of th wiſe Heathens taught 


this leſſon, that a conformity to the Di- 
vine nature, in the moral perfections of it, 
is the utmoſt excellence and happineſs of 


Man . And herein they inſtructed rightly, 
For what more compleat happineſs can 
be devized, than the imitation of thoſe at- 


tributes, which conſtitute the all- ſuffici- 


e of the moſt h of Beings ? 


Wr are WW upon. the beſt ao 


rity, that of the Holy Scriptures, the great 


* Diog. Lacrt. Porphyr. in Vit. Pythagoree, ; 
Ed yep on 0 0 a ooOnvuevcs, Ti Otoic 7 {40100 NO, £2- 
i £1776 xa hib. Longin. reel TTOT Z. F. I. 


E 4 ſtore. 


86 DISCOURSE, 
ſtore-houſe of all ſaving kuowledge,. that 


Man was at firſt formed in the image and TT 
likeneſs of his Maker; which ſimilitude of 
Man to God could lye in nothing elſe, but 
the purity and rectitude of his mind, in 
the ſimplicity of his manners, and the in- YZ ; 
tegrity of his life. It muſt be therefore the f | . 
higheſt pitch of glory and happineſs, to = 


live up, as far as the capacity of human 
nature will admit, to that Divine original. 


T0 ſtand approved in the eye of our all- , 
perfect Creator, is the moſt exalted degree 


of perfection and happineſs, to be obtain- 


ed by us. Whatever therefore will re- 8 
commend us to the favour and approba- 
tion of God, and put us under the notice 
and protection of the Almighty, cannot 
fail of bringing with it ever-laſting peace 
and comfort. But a Being of infinite pu- 
rity and righteouſneſs cannot but delight 
in virtue and holineſs, and whatever has 
mo 2 
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| his countenance and favour, maſt be both 


dur duty and our happineſs, 


n d e ee alle 


ve ſhould betake ourſelves with all ſedu- 
lity to the performance of every part of 5 
true righteouſneſs ; ſince we may be con- 
fident, that whatever merits the Divine re- 
gard, will n partake of the Divine 
bleſſedneſs, | 


. n truth of this train of reaſoning is 
warranted and confirmed by undoubted | 
= experience. A virtuous and religious life 
is ſure to be attended with inward peace 
and joy u unſpeakable, and in the general 
order and courſe of nature is very fruit- 
ful of outward comfort and worldly bleſſ- 
ings. It will make a Man happy in him 
ſelf, happy in his connextions with the 


reſt of his fellow-creatures, and happy in 
the intereſt he has formed, and the friend- 


ſhip 
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ſhip he has eſtabliſhed with the great 
Lord of all things.” 


THERE is an inſeparable connexion be- 
tween Holineſs and Happineſs, Sin and 1 
Miſery, and that founded in the very na- 1 . 
ture of things themſelves. A courſe of 4 
' temperance preſerves our health, main- 
tains the full vigour both of mind and 

5 body, and gives a true reliſh to all worldly 

: enjoyments. Whereas all ſorts of intem- 
perance weaken the conſtitution, impair 

all our faculties, indiſpoſe a Man for the 


diſcharge of the duties of his ſtation, and 


bring on at laſt a long train of maladies 
and misfortunes. Juſtice and Charity have 


a natural tendency to advance our repu- 
tation, to encreaſe our fortunes, and to 


gain the eſteem and friendſhip of all a- 


round us. On the contrary, the unjuſt and 

the uncharitable cannot but meet with 

_ reproach and contempt, hatred and vexa- 

tion ; neither can the ordinary means lf: - 
ſecurity | 
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ar — in a ſocial ſtate ſufficiently guard 


either their perſons or their property from 
violence and injury. Piety and Religion 
never fail of producing a ſincere truſt in 
God, and a filial confidence in his favour, 
which always fill the mind with a certain 
degree of ſatisfaction and exultation, be- 
yond expreſſion. But impiety and pro- 

phaneſs neceſſarily create in us fear, diſ- 
truſt, and uneaſineſs of mind, bring on 
in the end a ſtrange dejection of Spirit, 


and caſt a melancholy gloom. en may 
ſcene of utes 


BUT this is not all. There is till be- 


hind a copious | ſource. of endleſs peace 
and comfort, which neither the caprici- 


ouſneſs of fortune nor the maliciouſneſs 
of men, which no accidents or calamities | 
of life can ever rob us of, which will 


adminiſter freſh cordial to our drooping 


ſpirits, i in that laſt and ſevereſt of all hu- 
man tryals, the hour of death, and carry 
as 


go DISCOURSE m. 
us through the agony of it, with patience 
and reſignation; and That 1 is the conſide- 


ration, that the happy effects of religion 
and virtue extend themſelves beyond the 
grave, and will ſecure to us an everlaſting 


bliſs. 


Howzvzx gracious the appointments 
1 of Heaven may be to the ſons of men 
in general, however wiſely the righteous 4 
laws of God may be contrived for the — 
good and happineſs of All; yet either 
through the untoward circumſtances of 
some and the croſs poſture of their affairs, 
or thr ough the perverſe and evil diſpoſi- 
tion of Others, in particular caſes it may 


and does happen that virtue is oppreſſed, 
and vice triumphant. 


THIS diſtreſsful ſituation of the Virtu- 
ous would be apt to blaſt at once all hopes 
of comfort here below, to break down 


the ſpirit of a man with a load of remedy- 


—_ 
1 


leſs 
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» 


leſs adverſity and leave his ſoul in a ſtate 
of wretchedneſs, if left to itſelf hopeleſs 
and unſupported. But the ſenſe of God's. 
favour and the thoughts of a future re- 
tribution, which the conſciouſneſs of. a 
well-ſpent life muſt naturally ſuggeſt, will 
afford ſuch a conſolation, as to enable us 
to bear up manfully, with courage and 
reſolution, in the worſt of misfortunes, 
and under the ſoreſt of afflictions. e ok 
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1 * truth the force of theſe religious 
conſiderations has been found i W 
prevailing and effectual, as to make men 
ſit eaſy and unconcerned in the midſt of 
. ; to deſpiſe the inſolence of Ty- 
rants, and diſregard the threats of cruelty ; 
nay, even to be. joyful under the torture 
of the executioner, to ſmile at the ſtake, 
and triumph 1 in the flames. 
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HERR then we have abundant cauſe to 
admire the goodneſs of God, and the 
2215 „ kind 
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kind diſpenſations of his providence. He 
has made our intereſt our duty. The ob- 
ſervance of all his holy laws is for our 
real good and welfare. Such is the frame 
and conſtitution of man within, ſuch is 
the contrivance and diſpoſition of things 


without, that in the ordinary and regular 


courſe of Nature, honour, profit, and plea- 
ſure are the conſtant companions of Virtue, 
ignominy, miſchief, and pain the inſepara- 

ble attendants on Wickedneſs. 


12 therefore we would preſerve the tran- 


quillity of our minds, and have our days 


the ſhadow of death, without reluctance 


and concern; if we wiſh to have a fair pro- 


ſpect opened unto us, in the Heavenly regi- 
ons of eternal happineſs, we muſt keep In- 
nocency, and take heed to the thing that is 
Right; for whatever other means of felicity 
our own vain imaginations may form, ei- 


ther 


2 
8 


end happily; if we are deſirous of paſſing, = z 
(and paſs we muſt) through the valley of 
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world, or from the gay blandiſhments of 


pleaſure, or from 


difcharge of 


our duty bath to God and our Neighbour ; 


ories 
tit is This, and This only, that will bring 


ing gl 


1entious 


{c 


the deceitful luſts of the 


manners; it is a con 
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fleſh, it is purity of life and integrity of 
a man Peace at the laſt. 


ther from the flatter 
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oN XVI. 33. 
— In the world Ye ſhall have Tribula- 


tion; 


overcome the world. 


tian Revelation is in nothing more 
apparent, than in thoſe comfortable aſſur- 
ances, which it gives to the Religious and 
the Good, under the many ſevere tryals 
of human life. The calamities and mi- 
ſery of mankind have become matter of 
loud complaint i in all ages of the world. 
This has been the cauſe of great mur- 
murings and preſumption in ſome men, 
of wretched lamentation and [deſpondency in 


; . F 2 others. 
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HE great importance of the Chrif- 
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5 | 5 others. T o the Wicked and the Unbeliever 
. it has ever given occaſion to blame and 
queſtion an over-ruling Providence; and it 

bas ſometimes raiſed doubt and perplexity, 

in the minds of the Virtuous and the 

Faithful. The whole ſtorehouſe of reaſon 

| has been ranſacked with great labour and 

induſtry, for a ſolution of this difficulty; 


and all the regions of Philoſophy have been 


carefully. ſought and curiouſly ſurveyed, 
to provide N remedy againſt the ſundry | 
evils of life. 


— 
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Tux inveſtigation and eſtabliſhment of 
this one point was the main purport and 
1 tendency of the various and undetermina- 
ble contentions amongſt the Ancient Sa- 
ges, concerning the chief good of Man. 
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some of them, to ſatisfy the cravings of 
nature, and thereby, it ſhould ſeem, to 
perpetuate a tranquillity of mind, had re- 
courſe to ſenſual gratifications, and were 
thereby led to work all uncleanneſs with 
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greedineſs*, Fatal miſtake ! The very me- 
3 made uſe of to > guard againſt the 
mighty 


Quorum tandem bonorum? Voluptatum cre- 
00 nempe ad corpus pertinentium : nullam enim 


noviſtis, niſi profectam à corpore, et redeuntem ad 


<4 corpus, animi voluptatem. Non arbitror de, Vel- 


lei, ſimilem eſſe Epicureorum reliquorum, quos 


pudeat earum Epicuri vocum, quibus ille teſtatur, 
le ne intelligere quidem ullum bonum, quod fit ſe- 


junctum A delicatis et obſcœnis voluptatibus, quas 


quidem non erubeſcens perſequitur omnes nomina- 

tim. Cic. de Nat. Deor. I. 40. 

Metrodbrus et Hermachus contra Pythagoram, 
Platonem, Empedoclemque dixerunt, ſed Meretri- 

cula etiam Leontium contra Theophraſtum {cri- 
bere auſa eſt? ſcito illa quidem ſermone et Atti- 


co: ſed tamen — Tantum. Epicuri hortus habyit 


licentiz! Ibid. 33. et de Fin. II. 3. et de Off. III. 
33. Plut. adv. Colotem. 


Gaſſendus indeed has endeavoured to apologize 


for Epicurus; but with all his ſtudious pains and 


extenſive learning he has not been able to clear his 


Philoſophy of this ſhameful imputation. The 


gardens of this profeſſed Voluptuary ſtand ſtill 
chargeable with it, in the judgment of the Impar- 

tial. This doubtleſs admits of no palliation, even 
from Candour itſelf. The ſummum bonum of Epi- 
curus is made to conſiſt of a negative and a poſi- 


tive part; of an va>yncie, vacuitas doloris or in- 


dolentia according to Cicero upon this ſubject; and 


of an vdo or pleaſure. | | 
Now as di by his own confeſſion kd 


freedom from the pains of the body as well as of the 


F'3 mind: 


Iſtiſne fidentes ſomniis non modo Epicurus et 
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wo DISCOURSE Iv. 
mighty ils of life terminated in pain, and 
became in itſelf ruinous to human nature. 


Others with more becoming dignity indeed, 


but not with leſs culpable error involved 
themſelves in the thin and defenceleſs garb 
of mere rigid virtue, unconnected with | 
private intereſt or any ſelfiſh conſideration, 
and tried to harden themſelves into a 
ſtate of inſenſibility. Fond imagination] to 
think of altering the workmanſhip of Na- 
ture, and that the ſhadowy form of Virtue, . 
5 unattended and unſupported, 1s ſecurity 
| enough 
mT; 4 FI muſt fairly be underſtood to com- 


prehend ſenſual no leſs than mental pleaſure. Gal- 
. Sendus de Vita et Moribus Epicuri. 15 


That excellent writer, who taught Philoſophy to 
ſp eak with Roman elegance, was truly ſenſible of 
chis and makes this ingenuous confeſſion ; Si ab 
his inventa et perfecta Virtus eſt, et fi praſidi ad 
| beate vivendum in virtute fatis eft, quis eſt, qui 
non prxclare et ab illis poſitam, et à nobis ſuſcep- 
tam operam philoſophandi arbitretur? Sin autem 
Virtus ſubjecta ſub varios incertoſque caſus fa- 


mula Fortunæ eit; nec tantarum virium eſt, ut ſeip- 
ſa tueatur; vereor, nè non tam virtutis fiducik nt- 
tendum nobis ad ſpem beate vivendi, quam vota 


facienda videantur. Equidem eos caſus, in quibus 
me F ortuna vehementer exercuit, mecum ipſe conſi- 
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tnough againſt the plagues and the ma- 
lignancy of evil#. Others again ſenſible of 
this deſect, and determined, one may fairly 
ſuppoſe, to be compleatly armed againſt 


the force of every calamity incident to 
man, have endeavoured to make amends 

by a wordly ſubſtitute, by | joining a com- 
85 derans huic ! incipio ſententiæ diffdere; ; interdum et 


humani generis imbecillitatem fragilitatemque ex- 
timeſcere. Cic. Tuſc. Diſp. V. I. 


The Roman Satyriſt, no conte mptible judge of 


human nature, teſtifies the ſame thing: 
— —Quis enim Virtutem amplectitur ohm 


Ptæmia fi tOllag——_—— 5 Juv. Sat. > = 141. 


We need not wonder then at the violent excla- 
mation of the deſponding and dying Brutus, upon 
the unſucceſsfulneſs of his fortune: Ohl wretched 
Virtue! then haſt thou proved a mere name! I 
practiſed thee indeed as: ſomething real; but thou 
haſt been the ſlave of Fortune: — Sed quanto 
Acacia eft Fortuna quam Virtus! et quam ve- 
rum eſt, quod moriens (ſc. Brutus) efflavit, non in 
re, ſed in verbo tantùm eſſe Virtutem. Flor. IV. 7. 
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= = Ree petency 


DISCOURSE IV. 101 


— = 2 
> Fa a —— 
i 2 ** 
— —Půꝓ—é— 


1 1 \ — — E - 
Se * Ay — * — — 2 — — — . - 8 8 
* 8 — = rr — Ce — — 2 : — 3 — W Fan” 2 — TIS - 2 
— —— — ..... — —— „ ——— — — a —— — 4 — nn ns L 
: — — . 7 — = — 5 — an — — ... ̃ĩ˙ ⁰⏑ꝗTvß > err es in mn p 4 : 
— Dr 2 D — > — IP: 2 r * JET — 2 TEE — — 5 — 
2 —— —— AT 8 — 


it 
| 
bt 


"0 

' "I 

N 2 

op 

* I 

34 

1 

p » 

$23.7. 

$2542 ! 
11 
J 

" 


102 DISCOURSE IV. 
petency of external goods to the excellence, 
or what is reckoned in the eſtimation” of 
others, the ſelf-ſufficiency of virtue. Poor 
compenſation ! while at the ſame time are 
left out of the account the encouragements 
and aſſiſtances of Heaven, and a regard ; 
.to the future- TECOMPERTE of K 


Bur however theſe things be, Which it 
is not my buſineſs at this time to diſcuſs, 
they are a plain acknowledgment of the 
powerfulneſs of evil, and a fruitleſs at- 


. tempt to ſuſtain a man under the preffure bY 
of adverſity. 


AND Indeed it muſt Ty confelled, the ; 
complaints. of men, concerning the pre- 
valence of evil in the world, are not 


ih 


without foundation in reaſon and nature, 
Experience bears undoubted teſtimony to 
the truth and juſtneſs of them; and this 
experience is not unwarranted by the au- 
thority of Revelation, The condition of 
man, from his very entrance into life to 
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the time of his diſſolution, i is perpetually 
;expoſed to maladies and misfortunes. In 
no part of life are we free from the danger 
of calamities, which no human wiſdom 
can foreſee, nor any care and prudence of 
our own obſtruct. For a great part of life 
we are unhappily labouring under the 
heavy load and torment of them. So true 
in fact 1 18 that obſervation in the Scrip- 
| Tas: Man i is born unto trouble as the 
ſparks fly upward*. ” This latter effect in 
the Natural world does not more ariſe 
from an eſtabliſhed law of the Viſible 
| Syſtem, than the former does ! in the Mo- 


ral from the very conſtitution of Man, 


and the circumſtances of his Being. 


\- NEITHER is this reflection of Eliphaz 
a malevolent exaggeration of the miſery _ 
of human life. The ſame thing ! is atteſ- 


ted by the united voice of the Sacred Wri- 


ters. Thoſe authorized and reſpectable 
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interpreters of the nature of Man and of 


the will of Heaven inſiſt largely on the 


infirmities, the caſualties, and the miſeries 


of human life. 


Na Bi dat; very things are oftentimes | 
made the ground and reaſon of their 


5 precepts and exhortations. It is to theſe 


inſtances particularly, that Chriſt himſelf 
| appeals for the great uſe and excellence 
of his own religion. In the world Ye 
ſhall have tribulation; but be of 9 


5 cheer, 1 have overcome the world.” 725 


Tuts was undonhtedly. tras, and tha 
in an eminent degree, of the firſt teachers 
of our holy Religion. The hiſtory of 


thoſe times is full of the barbarous inſults, 


the ſhocking perſecutions and the unheard- 


of cruelties, which the Apoſtles and pri- 
mitive Diſciples of Chriſt underwent, in 


the promulgation of the Goſpel; and of 5 


that wonderful ſpirit of patience and i in- 


trepidity, 
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DISCOURSE IV; 165 
trepidity, with which thoſe holy men un- 


conquerably ſtood their ground, and 


bravely triumphed over all malice | and 


oppoſition, to the laſting reproach and 


infamy of their enemies, and to their own 
immortal honour, and to the ſtanding 
glory of the Chriſtian Religion *. 


* The hiſtory of the Church has Jrawn out a glo- 

_ rious army of Martyrs, whom no terrors of perfecu- 
tion could alarm, nor the whole force of cruelty 
_ ſubdue; who died with ſerenity and unſhaken 
_ conſtancy amidſt the direſt and moſt horrid tor- 
_ tures, that the wit or rage of Man could invent. 
| Fox's Martyrology, B. I. Lactant. Divin. Inft. V. 


5 | Auguſt. de Civ. Dei: Eufeb. Hiſt. Eccl. paſſim. 
Orolius, paſſim. 


And their accounts are A NS by the Hea- 


thens themſelves. Tac. Annal. XV. 44. Pin. Epiſt. 


ad Trajanum. 

Indeed a famous Antiquarian amongſt the Mo- 
derns has laboured much to diminiſh the number 
of Martyrs in the primitive Church, and to re- 


_ duce the glorious Catalogue by ſome fanciful con- 


jectures on the reputed multitude of Martyrdoms. 


Dodwel Diſt. Cyprianic. XI. de Paucitate Martyrum. 
Hut this opinion has been judiciouſly and learn- 
edly refuted and exploded by two able Moderns, a 
Catholic and a Proteſtant, who unite in the ſub- 

verſion of this ſingular hypotheſis. Ruinart, Præ- 


fat. in Acta Martyrum. Baſnage Annal. Folitico- 


5 Eccleſt, Vel. I. p. 807. 5. 6—12. 
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derſtood of the Profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
Religion, in every other period of the 
Church; and in this ſenſe are equally ap- 
plicable to Ourſelves. We as well as Thoſe; 
who are gone before us, muſt expect to meet 


with tribulation. But let this be our com- 
fort; we are furniſhed with ſuch proviſi- 
ons and ſupports from the Religion we 
| profeſs, as will enable us to bear up man- 
fully againſt all tribulation, and by our 


firmneſs and magnanimity effectually to 


. overcome the world. 


Ir were needleſs to ſhew, that in the 


world we ſhall have tribulation. For who 
is there among the ſons of Men, that is 


not ſenſible of the power and extent of 
worldly calamity. Misfortune never faileth 
to break i in upon the repoſe, and to ruin 
the enjoyments of every ſcene of life; and 
reacheth unto the ends of the earth. Mif- 


fortune knoweth no diſtinction of perſons. 


Dignity 
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Dignity of ſtation is no faſlicien guard 
againſt it. Meanneſs and indigence cannot 
plead an immunity. It entereth the Pal ace 
as well as the Cottage, and bears an un- 


controulable ſway through every condition 


of life. Nor riches, nor honours, nor plea- 
ſures can afford a Man any ſecurity. The 
Chriſtian no leſs than the Jew and Gen- 
tile feel and lament the ſad effects of it. 
F or misfortune lordeth it without reſtraint 


over all God's heritage, and en it waſte 


en ly. 


IN plain truth, trouble and miſery are 
the common lot of Mortality. Nature doth 
not permit; Providence did not deſign, 


that man ſhould have an exemption from 


the evils of life. So far from it: the con- 
ſtitution of Man and the very circumſtan- 
ces of our Being ſubject us perpetually to 
frailties, to accidents, to affliftion. And 
there are very wife and important- purpoſes 

ſerved, in : God's moral government of. the 

21 . world, 
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world, by this W and — 
of thin gs. 


INSTEAD therefore of dwelling upon 
this dark fide of human nature, puzzling 


our heads with difficulties, perplex- 


ing our thoughts with doubts, and load- 
ing our breaſts with complaints and ſor- 
row; let us rather look up to the kind 
Author of our Being, and our moſt gra- 
: cious Redeemer, with hearts full of love, 
and gratitude, and j joy, for diſpelling this 5 
thick gloom of melancholy, that is apt to 
hang over us, by the comfortable in- 
fluence, which his Religion has ſhed 4. 
bundantly over the whole face of the 
_ Chriſtian _—_ 


IN our Chriſtian warfare we are to meet 
with difficulties, and dangers, and trou- 
ble. But let us not therefore be diſcou- 
raged, in this our glorious enterprize. If 
we behave like good and faithful ſoldiers 


p 
: 
x 
5 
ä 
. 
A 
8 
do 4 
-Y 
4 
7 
85 
ZY 
1 
I! 
. 
5 
2 , 
TH * 
5 
0 
"24 
. 
IF: 
3: 
8 
«2 5 
24 
Wn 
"7544 
24 
7 
. 
% 5 
Ne y 
+ "FH 
. 
28 
* 
Fee? 
C Ll . 
$9 
5 
N 
5 
SE 
. { 
Do 
. 
" ; 
54 
7 
oa 
0D 
. 
= 
5 : 
3 74 
8 
38S 
if 
wy 
6 * 
2 7 
722 
2 
5 
5 
1 * 
. . 
b 
0 
44 
3: 
Xx] 
* 
Fo 
_ bo 
F. 
Ho 


DISCOURSE TV. 109 


of Jeſus, and boldly and reſolutely follow, 


as the great Captain of our Salvation ſhall 


lead us, there is no reaſon to doubt but N 


we ſhall come off conquerors. The aids 
and proviſions, he has given us, are ſuffi- 


cient to carry us n them all, with 


lafety and with glory. 


: Ir is to of great moment to our 
happineſs, to conſider with all ſeriouſneſs 


and attention of mind, 


1 Wir thoſe rirtiectle and ſupports 
are, which the Religion * Chriſt t holdeth 


forth to us; and 


* 


1. Os what ker uſe they may be, i in 


our paſſage through this vale of miſery. 


5 TI E Goſpel encourageth us to as; 


in this our pilgrimage through life, ſpecial 


diſpenſations of Providence, expiations of 


ſin, aſſiſtances of God's Spirit, and a ſtate 


of ſalvation and happineſs after death. 


Now 
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Now. theſe are helps and comforts of 
ſuch mighty virtue and efficacy, as will 


ever prevail over all worldly calamity. If 
God be thus with us, it matters not 
what may be againſt us. If we have faith 
and confidence in thoſe pr omiſes ü of the 
Almighty, it will not be 1 in the power of 
human ills, however grievous and mani- 
fold, to wound our ſpirit and deſtroy our ; 


peace. We ſhall riſe triumphant over all 
the force of tribulation, and come out un- 


hurt and with freſh luſtre from the fiery 15 


trials of life, - . 


"Eo 


Aux IETY and dioritent are the pri- 
mary and conſtituent parts of human mi- 
| uy. But the religious principles, I have 


juſt 


4 mall 8 conſider at preſent, what 
courage and ſtrength under tribulation, the 

ſenſe of God's particular Providence and 
the conſciouſneſs of the pardon of fin are 
5 N infoling into the heart of an. ; 
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DISCOU RS E IV. mit 
juſt mentioned, are a ſovereign preſerva- 
tive _—_— them both. 2 


We are all indeed ſubject, every mo- 


ment we live, to innumerable evils from 


every quarter. The Seaſons may bring 
with them diſtempers. The common oc- 
currences of the world may introduce miſ- 


chances. Every period of life has its pe- 


culiar maladies. The tenderneſs of age, 
and the fervour of youth, and the weak= 
neſs of advanced years carry with them, 
each their own diſeaſes. The connexions, 
we have with our fellow - creatures, in the | 
ordinary tranſactions of the world, may 
occaſion eroſſes and adverſity. 


Bur then what has the true Chriſtian 


to dread from this variety of misfortune, 
with which we are ſurrounded daily ; who: 
| firmly believeth, there is a good and al- 
mighty God, that preſides over the Uni- 
verſe, and is particularly regardful of his; 


G 5 obedi- 
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obedient children? What reaſon can there 
be for any tormenting care and fearful 
ſollicitude on our part, amid the various 
dangers and diſaſters, which beſet us; if 
we are not wanting in the diſcharge of our 
reſpective duties, and are duly perſuaded, 
that there is a wiſe and a, gracious Being, 


who delighteth not in the miſery of his 5 


ereatures, and at whoſe Sovereign diſpoſal, 
and under whoſe Supreme direction are all 
the events of things? — Or rather what : 
juſt cauſe will there not be, for patience, 
for reſignation and fortitude, under all 
the accidents and afflictions of life, if we 
are well aſſured, that we ourſelves and all 
our affairs are in the hands of a kind 
and faithful Creator, who beareth a fa- 
therly affection towards us, and is tender- 
ly concerned for our happineſs; and has 
_ expreſsly promiſed, to make all things in 
the end work together for our good, if 
wie render ourſelves worky: of his pro- 
tection and favour? 
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DISCOURSE IV. in; 
ARE you under misfortune and afflic- 
tion? Look up to the God of mercy and 
faithfulneſs, and reflect how able and 
how well-diſpoſed he is either to remove 
your trouble, or to ſupport you under it. 
And this conſideration will be to every 


good man abundant matter of hope and 
| conſolation. Is your life full of maladies, 
and your continuance in being painful 
and precarious? A truſt and confidence in 
the Lord of Hoſts, and in the ſpecial de- 
ſignations of his Providence, will furniſh 
ſtrength and ſpirits enough to carry you 
through theſe bitter ſufferings with patience 
and reſignation. Does the outrage of Men, 
or the fury of the Elements threaten your 
deſtruction? Your heart need not fail nor 
be diſmayed ; if you have a lively faith in 
the ſovereignty of the Creator; if you 


cordially entertain this heart- eaſin g per- 


ſuaſion, that the great Lord of the Uni- 
verſe exerciſeth a dominion over all his | 
creatures, and can ſtop or divert the power 8 
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of Nature and the machinations of Men, 
juſt as he Pleaſeth; if you cheriſh a ſted- 
faſt faith in the promiſes of God; if this 
conviction reſts upon your mind, that he 


wil not abandon nor leave deſolate and un- : 
defended his faithful and dutiful Servants, 


| 'Dozs Proſperity a in your houſe ; 


do you Inherit the good thin gs of the i 
land; have you plenty of thoſe materials, 


that may adminiſter to the convenience 


and the pleaſure of life? The firm belief 
of an over- ruling Power, that is concern- 
ed for the ſecurity and ſtability of your 
fortunes, will yield much increaſe of feli- 
city. It will ſeaſon every worldly enjoy- 
ment with a more exquiſite reliſh of de- 
light, and will take off that ſatiety, and 
prevent that querulous ſearch after new 
ſatisfations, which are too apt to accom- 
pany the full poſſeſſion of earthly grati- 1 
fications : while it diſpoſes a Man'to con- 
ſider himſelf as a mere dependant on the 


bounty 


DISCOURSE W. 1175 
bounty of Heaven, to reflect that his 


treaſures are all forfeitable at pleaſure, 
and only to be retained upon the condition 
i of contentedneſs in his acquiſitions, and 


in the not abuſing them to the prejudice : 
of himſelf or of others, and to the dif- 


honour of the Donor. 


Wn AT a. diſconſolate ad. correcting 
ſcene of confuſion and wretchedneſs has 
the / Atheiſt formed, in his vain imagina- 


tion, for his fellow creatures, by ſubject- 
ing the world to the capricious or uncon- 
troulable miſrule either of Fortune or of 
Pate? What a dreary and horrid proſpect 
18 preſented in his hideous ſcheme of things, 

c by the excluſion of a God and a Provi- 


dence ? Where all things happen alike to 
all; and there! is © one event to the right - 


eous and to the wicked. oy 
ON 


* Dicer aliquis, quid mihi pode büüloloplis 


F Fatum eſt? gui prodeſt, ſi Deus rector eſt ? 
* 3 _ quid 
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116 DISCOURSE W. 
N the contrary how full of good and 5 
ſolid hope, that fair and ever-pleaſing off- 
ſpring of a buſy and active mind; how re- 
plete with comfort and joyful expectation 
is the life of the true Believer; who is al- 
ways ſenſible of the continual preſence of 
the Almighty, who ever confides m the 
ſpecial interpoſitions of Heaven !® 


quid prodeſt, fi Caſus imperat? Nam et mutari | 
ya ow poſſunt, et nihil præparari WC teſt adver =. 5 


ds incerta; fi aut confilium meum Deus occupa- 
vit, decrevitque quid facerem, aut conſilio meo 


nil fortuna permittit. Seneca, Epiſt. 16. 
Now cold and comfortleſs is the obſervation of 
the Stoic hereupon]! What an embaraſſment does 


the doctrine of Fate occaſion in his Syſtem! 


Quicquid eſt ex his, Lucilt, vel fi omnia hæc 
ſunt, philoſophandum eſt: ſive nos inexorabili lege 


Fata conſtringunt, ſive arbiter Deus Univerſi cuncta 


diiponit, ſive Caſus res humanas fine ordine impellit 
et jactat, philoſophia nos tueri debet. Senec. Ibid. 
The high commendation, which Lucretius 
gives of his favourite Maſter Epicurus, is full in- 
deed of poetry, but yet equally 'full of extrava- 
gance and prejudice; and altogether void of reaſon 


and ſound philoſophy. For what are the human 


fears, which that wild and romantic Theoriſt has 
ſubdued, except only thoſe laviſh and ſuperſtitious 
fears, thar are utterly deſtructive of true religion ? 
1 „ Huma- 
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Tx ſenſe of guilt and the apprehenſion 
& puniſhment are the ſoreſt evils, that can 
befal us, on this fide of the grave. This is 
true from unqueſtionable authority. We 


may truſt his word for it; "whole large 


ex- 


: Humans ante  oculos feds cum vita jaceret 

In terris oppreſſa gravi ſub relligione, 

Quæ caput è cli regionibus oſtendebat 
Horribili ſuper adſpectu mortalibus inſtans; 
Primòꝭm Graius homo mortales tollere contra 
47 Eft oculos auſus, primuſque obſiſtere contra. 

Lucret. de Rer. Nat. I. 

Ju Pater et rerum Inventor: Tu patria nobis 


Suppeditas præcepta, tuiſque ex, Inclyte, chartis, | 


i Floriferis ut apes in ſaltibus omnia libant, 
Omnia nos itidem depaſcimur aurea dicta, 
Aurea, perpetua ſemper digniſſima vita. 
Nam ſimul ac ratio tua ccœpit vociterari, 
Naturam rerum haud Divinà mente coortam, 
Diffugiunt animi terrores — Ibid. III. | 

E Deus ille fuit, Deus, inclyte Memmi, 
Qui Princeps vitæ rationem invenit eam, quæ 
Nunc adpellatur ſapientia: quique per artem 

Fluctibus è tantis vitam, tantiſque tenebris, 
In tam tranquillo, « et tam Fu 15 iN 

1 


xc i igitur qui cuncta ſubegerit, ex animoque 
Expulerit dictis, non armis; nonne decebit 


Hunc Hominem numero Divam dignarier eſſe. 


Ibid. 
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. 


Riley of | all the oaks nr | (ads: th 
make his deciſion in the caſe final and un- 
appealable, Hear then this Royal Preacher: 1 


And yet this fame Maſter-piece of aiſtom, this 

1 ſelf-taught and divine Philoſopher, as the 
Poet in a vehement fit of outrageous Zeal is pleaſ- 
ed to call him, is treated very contemptuoully by 


the Academic in Cicero; as a notable and ignorant 


 Plagiary in Phyſical matters, without the leaſl eru- 
dition or any taſte for literature. 
Epicurus tuus — quid dicit, quod non modd 
philoſophia dignum fir, ſed mediocri Proven ? 
Cic. de Nat. Deor. I. 22, © 
IlĨſta a vobis quaſi dictata redduntur, quæ E icu- 
rus oſcitans hallucinatus eſt; chm quidem gloria- 
retur ſe magiſtrum habuiſſe nullum: quod et non 
prædicanti tamen facile quidem crederem; ſicut 
mali ædificii domino glorianti ſe architectum non 
habuiſſe. Nihil enim floret ex Academia, nihil ne 
ex Lyceo, nihil ne e puerilibus quidem diſciplinis, 
Ibid. 25. 

Die cætero vellem equidem aut ipſe doctrinis in- 
ſtructior (eſt enim, quod ita tibi videri neceſſe eſt, 
non ſatis politus his artibus, quas qui tenent Eru- 5 

diti adpellantur)— Cic. de Fin. I. 7. 
Principio, inquam, in Phyſicis, yon maxime 

gloriatur, totus eſt alienus. 

Ita quz mutat, ea corrumpit: quz ſquitur ſunt 
tota Democriti. Ibid. 6. 

Atqui fi hæc Democritea non audiſſer, quid au- 

— 4 ? Quid enim in Phyſicis Epicuri non ex De- 

nor" Cic. de 1 Deor. I. 26. 25 

„The 
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«The ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain his infir- 
mity: but a wounded ſpirit who can beat?”* 
This is a declaration likewiſe, to the truth 
of Which every man s breaſt ' is an unex- 
ö ceptionable witneſs. There is undoubted- 
| ly in the ſpirit of man a certain firmneſs 
— « mind and greatneſs of ſoul, not to 
be ſubdued by any bodily pain or worldly 
calamity. Numberleſs inſtances of this kind 
have appeared in the Chriſtian World, But 
not a ſingle caſe 1 18 to be produced, where 
human nature has not been totally over- 
come, by the an guiſh and agony of the 
mind. Ho- many have been driven, by 
the intolerable ſmart of a "wounded con- 
ſcience, into the fury of madneſs and the 
rage of deſpair? | What multitudes' have 
not ſunk under the inſupportable weight 
of an uneaſy mind, and have not been 
quite overwhelmed with deep melancholy 
and grief inconſolable? Who have not 
drooped and groaned under the heavy preſ- 


ſure of an afflicted ſpirit; and with what 
Prov. XVIII. 14. . diffi- 
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difficulty have they dragged on the burden 

of a life, utterly joyleſs and void of all com- 
fort? And thus it muſt needs be in the very 
nature of the thing. For when the er 
itſelf, by which we are to ſuſtain the ca- 
lamities of life, is broken and ſhattered i into 5 
pieces, the very foundation of our peace 


can no longer have its due ſupport; the 


main pillar of our happin eſs muſt at once 
give way, and the whole fabric e inſtantly 
tumble into ruins. 


B Ho 15 then the wiſdom and the good- 
neſs of God, in the gracious diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel. We have there full aſſurance of 
the merits and mediation of a crucified 
Saviour; the ſacrifice of whoſe blood is a 


ſufficient atonement for ſin; and therefore 
the only proper expedient to relieve us 


: from this moſt wretched ſtate of Mortality. 
By this grand Charter of our holy Religion 

we have a ſpecial grant of the pardon and re- 
miſſion of fin, upon a ſincere repentance for 
3 A paſt 
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paſt. offences, and an honeſt and ſteady en- 
deavour after obedience for the time to come. 


4 teafaſt faith therefore in the promiſes | 
of the Goſpel is alone ſufficient to give us 
a compleat victory, over the whole com- 
bined force of all our adverſaries. This 
inward principle once firmly eſtabliſhed 
will clear the. breaſt of all anxiety, and fill 
the heart with comfort and joy unſpeak- 
able. It will effectually ſhut up all the 
| avenues to fear and diſcontent, and diffuſe 
| around a general chearfulneſs and ſatisfac- 
tion. For what ſecurity and happineſs can 
be imagined greater; and what interrup- 
tion can this bliſsful ſtate ever meet with; 
when we have good reaſon to conclude, 
that our ſins are no more; that we are the 
favourites of Heaven; and may juſtly expect 
the continual Protection and bleſling of the 
Almighty? | 
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122 DIS COURSE IV. | 
-againſt every aſſault in the day of trial; 
and will render us invulnerable by the 
ſharpeſt darts of Adverſity. Surely thus 
heavenly-clad, and thus furniſhed with 

weapons from above, we may ſafely defy 
the power of all the enemies of our peace. 
Though thouſands fall beſide us, and ten 

thouſand at our right hand,” through the 
multitude and ſtrength of worldly evils; 
yet we need not be diſmayed. If we hold 


faſt our faith and our integrity, we ſhall 
ſtill find ſupport enough from on high, 


to compleat our victory over them. Nay, 
: though we walk through the valley af -- 

the ſhadow of death, let us fear no evil. 
The light of God's countenance will be a 


3 powerful and unerring guide to us; and 


thoſe bleſſed comforts, which the Goſpel 
of Chriſt infuſeth into the heart of every 
true Believer, will enable us to face all 
_ dangers, and with undaunted courage to 
overcome all the terrors of the world. 
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ISAIAH XII. 2. 


Behold, Ged is my Salvation: 1 will 
| ul and not be afraid. os” 


TT is not ae fot cauſe, that Iſaiah 
has been eminently ſtyled the Evange- 
10 Prophet. There are indeed various 
Predictions interſperſed i in all the writings 
of the Prophets, relative to the condition | 
and circumſtances of Chriſt and his Reli- 
gion; but there is no Prophet more full 
and emphatical in his deſcriptions of this | 
nature, than the Prophet now before us. 
The text is one remarkable inſtance out 
of many, that might be ſelefted for this 
pur- 
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126 DISCOURSE v. 
purpoſe. Behold, God is my Salvation. 1 
will truſt and not be afraid. <: 


Narnind ſurely can be more truly. 
chãracteriſtic of the genius and bleſſings 
of the Goſpel: nothing can be more 
plainly declarative of the good Chriſtian 1 
ſupport and confidence. The moſt ſolid 
foundation of human happineſs is a lively 


ſenſe of the protection and favour of the 


Almighty. Such a perſuaſion of mind will 
baniſh at once from the breaſt of Man all. 


4 thoſe fretting and gloomy paſſions, 1 which 


are deſtructive of our peace, and at the 
ſame time infuſe into the Soul great 


con ſolation and j joy. 


Now Reaſon | may inftru& us, that we 
and all our concerns are under the go- 
vernment and care of a powerful, a wiſe, 

and a good Being. Experience and obſer- | 

vation may teach us, it muſt be the will of 


; Providence, that we cultivate Virtue and 
5 Re- 
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Religion, in order to gain the favour of 
Heaven, and ſecure our own happineſs. 


But what information can reaſon give us, 
that through the fear of danger or the 


force of temptation, we ſhall not deviate | 
from our duty ; and by our offences for- 
feit the good will and approbation of our 
Creator, and ſo endanger our own Salva- 
tion? What ſecurity can the light of Na- 
ture afford us, that we ſhall not by our 
ſimns incur the diſpleaſure of God, and 
” bring down his a vengeance ___ us? 


A ſatiofaftory. account of theſe matters 


is to be had only from the Revelation of . 
the Goſpel. The good Chriſtian alone can 
juſtly take to himſelf on all occaſions this 


never- failing and ſubſtantial conſolation. 


© Behold, God! is my Salvation: 1 will truſt, 
and not be afraid”, VV 


Mos certainly if a Man has a well 
grounded aſſurance of the merciful afſiſt- | 
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128 DISCOURSE V. 
ance of God in the great work of his Sal- 
vation, he may with a fearleſs ſpirit of 
reſolution encounter all the dangers and 

difficulties of life; he may with an un- 


diſturbed. peace and ſerenity of mind wait 


paatiently the iſſues and events of WASH: 
Let us ſee then, 1 (a | 5 


15 War good reaſon we have to con- 
clude from the principles of our holy Re- 
ligion , that God is our Salvation; 3 and 


5 therefore, . 


E IL. Wir H what ſafety we may boldly 


FETs ie." want and not be afraid wo 


: Tas aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of 
| God, and the merit and mediation of the 
great Redeemer of Mankind make a prin- 


cipal part, in the promiſes of the Religion 
of Chriſt. This is a truth, that ſhines out ; 


with diſtinguiſhed luſtre, in every page al- 
moſt of the New Teſtament. A Man muſt 
read 
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read his Bible with a weak head or a per- 


verted heart, who does not ſee this glaring 
truth, and is not ſenſible of the ſtrong in- 


fluence of it, throughout thoſe Sacred 


Writings: This is ſuch a leading princi- = 
ple in the Goſpel-diſpenſation, as muſt. 


meet him at every turn. Even «he may read 
that runneth”, and yet not have this re- 


markable point eſcape his notice and ob- 
ſervation. Nay, ſuch is the prevailing 
ſtrength and brightneſs of this truth, that 
even thoſe, who ſeem to read the Scrip= 
ture with no other view, than to furniſh 
themſelves with arms againſt it, have not 


been able with all their artifice, to ſubdue 
the force, or eclipſe the ſ plendour of it. 


IxDE RD this appears ſo evidently to be 
the whole ſcope and deſign of the writ- 


ings of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, and 


is ſo frequently and uniformly repreſented, 
as the main pillar of our faith in Chriſt, 
that if our confidence in the truth of 
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130 DISCOURSE V. 
theſe points is without foundation, then 
is the preaching of the Goſpel vain, and 

the means of Salvation there preſcribed 

are fruitleſs and unavailable. If theſe fun- 
damental doctrines are falſe or groundleſs, 
the Religion of Jeſus muſt be untrue or un- 
profitable. But a Man muſt be far advanc- 
ed in the dark, and 'as it ſhould ſeem 
comfortleſs paths of unbelief, who can 

be ſo preſumptuous, as to entertain ſuch a 

1 thought as this, or have hardineſs enough 
to venture upon ſuch an aſſertion. But be 

that as it will. My buſineſs at preſent i bn - 

not to ſilence the cavils, and put an end 

15 to the diſputes of the unbeliever; but ra- 

ther to enliven the hopes of the Chriſtian, 

and to adminiſter conſolation to the 
Faithful. e 


BrLIE VEST thou Chriſt and his A- 
rallies? Haſt thou faith in the promiſes 


of the Goſpel ? — Say then to thy. Soul, 
« behold God is my Salvation: I will truſt 
, . and 
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I and not be afraid ”. . For if Chriſt be indeed 
the Saviour of the World: if faith in his 
Death and Paſſion will in fact juſtify us 

before God: if in truth we have the 
influence of the Holy Ghoſt, to enlighten 

our underſtandings, to ſtrengthen our 
wills, and to quicken our obedience; then 
muſt we need have the moſt firm and 
durable foundation for our truſt and con- 


fldence, the moſt ſovereign remedy againſt 


all the fears, and the beſt . under 
all the evils of Be. 


Tun two > grand ſources of anxiety and 
10057 are the fear of ſin and the fear of 
death. Numerous indeed are the cala- 
mities of life, under every condition and 
circumſtance of our Being. Troops of 
evil ſurround us on every ſide, and ſtand 
ready to attack us from every quarter. 
We have great reaſon therefore to be ter- 
rified with the apprehenſion of danger, 
But there is nothing fo alarming and fo 
4 H 35 Huuly 
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FRY? truly dreadful to man as ſin. This 1 is the 
ſoreſt evil, that can befall us in this 
world. It is a diſeaſe of the greateſt ma- 
lignancy; a malady, whoſe ſymptoms are 
terribly fatal. Nor are the effects of fin 


leſs ſhocking and pernicious. It preys u- 
on the Spirit of a-man with relentleſs and 


inſatiable fury. It blaſts at once all his 


7; blooming hopes of peace and comfort, and 


eats out like a canker-worm all the ſweets 
of his enjoyments. | 


AND 1 no > wonder, that ler the domi- 
nion of ſin a man is full of ſuch miſgivings 


of heart and fearful apprehenſions, as - 


verwhelm his ſoul with wretchedneſs; w hen 
he is ſenſible that he ſtands defenceleſs and | 
expoled to the juſt indignation of an all- 
powerful and all-righteous Governor; 
whoſe authority he has deſpiſed; whoſe 
| bleſſings he has abuſed; and whoſe patience 
he has wearied out by his manifold tranſ= 
greſſions. 195 1 85 5 3 
1 Nor 
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No can the utmoſt ſtretch of human 
en furniſh an expedient to re- 
lieve us from this diſtreſsful ſtate. Reaſon 


will tell us indeed, that Man is frail, and 
God is merciful ; and thus ſuggeſt matter 
of hope, that the tears of repentance may 

waſh away our ſins. Nature may incline 
us to think, that the clamours of fin will 
be ſilenced by the noiſe and buſtle of the 
world ; that our fears may be laid aſleep by 


the hurry and fatigue of buſineſs; and 


that the ſoft whiſpers of conſcience cannot 


Be heard amid the tumultuous riots of 


pleaſure or of glory. But alas! this com- 


fort is as fleeting as the wind. That hope 


is as unſtable as the ſea. The leaſt ſtorm 


of adverſity. will ruffle the compoſure of 

our ſpirits, darken at once the bliſsful 

proſpect, and leave the ſoul i in a ſtate of 
- utter nn, and perplexity. 


Ws ſhall he apt to imagine, vader ſach 


circumſtances, that the change in our con- 
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dition is the effect of our wickedneſs, and 
only an anticipation of that vengeance, 
which we have reaſon to apprehend. And 
when once the melancholy of ſuch thoughts 


invades the ſoul, the dubious ſuggeſtions 


of reaſon concerning the remiſſion of our 

| «ſins, and the Precarious dependance upon 
the mercifulneſs of our judge, when the 5 
flagrancy of our offences calls aloud for 


juſtice, will prove an ineffectual remedy, to 
mitigate the "_ of nature. 


Howzvzk upon the leaſt vacancy from 
5 worldly concerns; when the violence of 


paſſion is ſubſiding and the impetuoſity of 5 5 


deſire growing leſs and leſs; when this fe- 
ver of the ſoul once begins to intermit, and 
the mind is left cooly to animadvert upon 
its own ſituation; then will torturing re- 
flections on our fin and our guilt inſtantly 
recur, and a painful ſollicitude ariſe about 
our future welfare. Wo 


* 
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I is a vain attempt to quiet this diſturb- 


ance within, by hoping that the imbecillity 
of human nature may plead in our behalf 


and prevail with a merciful God, to ſuſ- 
pend or remit the ſentence of condemna- 


tion. This expectation will be found to 
reſt upon unſolid and infirm ground; this 


very hope to be full of nothing but doubt- 


fulneſs and anxiety; when we fairly conſi- a 
der, what heinouſneſs of guilt has been 


contracted by our manifold and notorious . 


: tranſgreſſions ; what an inſult muſt have 


been ſhewn to the juſtice, what indignity of- 

es to the honour of our Creator, by ſuch 
kind of offences, as were committed againſt 
the plain remonſtrances and ſtrong convic- 
tion of our own conſcience, in direct op- 

0 poſition to the kindeſt indulgence and moſt 


tender care and regard of our heavenly 
Father, in open defiance of his awful Ma- 
jeſty, and in manifeſt contempt and deſpite 
of his tremendous threatnings. Surely we 


can 
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dan never aſſuage the remorſe and anguiſh 
of our minds, and ſhelter ourſelves from 
the apprehenſion of impending ruin, under 
ſuch weak ſuccours of reaſon, ſuch unſub- 
ſtantial ſupports of nature, againſt the im- 

pulſe and vehemence of ſo powerful a con- 
ſternation, againſt the force and fury = 
fach mighty terrors. 5 


An this | truſt and confidence grows 
ſtill weaker, and our fears gain ſtrength 
at the expectation or approach of death, 
The conſciouſneſs of fin makes the bit- 


| terneſs of death ſtill more grievous and in- 


ſupportable. Our ſtrong attachment to the 


things of this world gives ſuch an eagerneſs = 


to our deſire of Life, and makes Death 
appear ſo full of horror, that nature ſhud- 
ders at the diſmal proſpect. But when this 
dread of loſing life is accompanied with 
excruciating reflections on our own ſinful 
conduct, and a certain fearful looking for 
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of judgement and fiery indignation, what 


then muſt needs be the mn, of our 
5 agony n - 


Tun bar of fn may be conſidered as a 
painful ſituation of mind, occaſioned by 
the act of ſin, or the danger of falling 
into tranſgreſſion. Theſe two fears are ſo 
| cloſely connected indeed, that the one is 
= naturally productive of the other. A 
Man, who dreads the conſequence of his 
; crimes, cannot but be uneaſy at the ap- = 
prehenſion of committing them, 


Ir were in vain to expect from the 
Religion of Nature any aſſiſtance, in either 
of theſe reſpects. We have already ſeen 
what light comfort, and what feeble ſup- : 
Port Reaſon can give us, from the preca- 
rious hope of God's being propitious to 
us, under the guilt of our ſinful provo- 


cations; and therefore in what endleſs 


doubt and perplexity it muſt leave us in- 
volved, 
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138 DISC OURSE V. 
volved, in a point of the laſt importance 
to our happineſs. And to flatter ourſelves 
that we ſhall be able, by any natural ſuc- 


cours of our own, to overcome the deceit- i 


fulneſs of ſin, is Kill more fallacious and 
vain. For though the charms of virtue, 
- when once viewed with ſedateneſs and at- 
tention, cannot fail of exciting our admi- 
ration and our love“: though the beauty | 
of holineſs muſt touch the heart of Man, 
when once it gains a fair admittance; yet 
the glittering and deluſive ſhew of ſin 
doth ſo catch the eye and dazzle the ſight, 
as to render us unapt to behold the diſtant 
light and lovelineſs of either. Vice by its 
flattering compliance with our reſpective 
humours ſo ſtrikes the paſſions and capti- 
vates the heart, as to make us inſenſible 
of the ſofter impreſſions of goodneſs, and | 


1 * Formam quidem ipſam, Marce fil, et tan- 
quam faciem Honeſti vides, quæ ſi oculis cerne- 
retur, mirabiles amores, ut ait Plato, excitaret ſa- 
pientiæ. Cic. de Oben, I 1 


to 
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to leave us without the leaſt reliſh for the 
ſecret graces of piety. 


Now while we are thus led away with 


-4 falſe | appearances, | ( and thus | ſeduced. we 


generally ſhall be, if left to ourſelves) it 


18 no marvel, we miſtake the ſtrait road to 


; Heaven, and fall into croſs paths, that 


point directly to Death and eternal ruin. 


Bur thanks TR to God! we are not 


: left 3 in this forlorn and hopeleſs condition, 
| to grope out our way, in the midſt of 


darkneſs, without the aid of any friendly 
guide. We have the ſteady and unerring 


light of the Goſpel, to direct our feet a- 


right, and the powerful preſence of God's 


Spirit, to guard and conduẽt our ſteps 
with . | 


UNDER this heavenly influence and di- 


rection, we may boldly ſay with the Pro- 
phet, * will truſt and not t be afraid”. The 


Lord 
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Lord is at hand. The Spirit of God will 
enlighten and invigorate the Soul, and 
wonderfully improve every faculty of the 
Mind. The gracious influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt will rectify our nature, will 
ſtrengthen and direct the powers of the 
underſtanding, will purify and regulate 
the affections of the will. In ſhort, through 
this bleſſed aſſiſtance we ſhall ſee our duty 
with clearneſs and conviction : we ſhall 


be able to purſue our duty with reſolution 


and ſteadineſs. 


SURELY it will then be in vain for Vice 
to ſpread forth her pleaſureable allure- 
ments. Wickedneſs will then ſollicit our 
compliance in vain. The inſidious diſ- 
guiſes of Sin will then no longer cheat us 
of our happineſs. The veil of Iniquity will 
be ftript off at once; and we ſhall inſtant- 
ly diſcover her native uglineſs, and the full 

| proportion of her odious form. 


WHaT 
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WHA diſturbance therefore of our 
peace can the fear of temptation in ſuch a 
caſe create? What interruption of our 
happineſs can the W of Sin then oc- 

caſion? 


Tas Religion of the ic Goſpel has made 


ample. proviſion too againſt that other 
fear, which ariſes from the commiſſion of 


RT We may here have recourſe with 


5 ſafety to the efficacious merits of a cruci- 
fied Saviour. We may truſt with boldneſs 
to their ſovereign virtue, for the atone- 
ment of ſin; provided we render thoſe me- 
rits and this atonement applicable to our- 

ſelves, by a Lively faith and an hearty re- 
. 


Tavs likewiſe will Death itſelf be diſ- 
armed of its greateſt terror : for © the = 
ſting of Death is fin.” This it is, that 

wounds To deeply the conſcience of a 
Man. This it is, that alarms him with ſo 


many 


2 ä —— ————— — 


| 
| 
| 
' 
7 
: 
; 
[4 


142 DISCOURSE v. 


many frightful apprehenſions, at the ap- 


proach of Death. This it is, that adds ſo 


much to the natural horrour of dying. But 
a firm belief in the interceſſion of Chriſt 
will at once extract this ſting of Death. 


True faith in the Blood of Jeſus will ſoon 


cure the anguiſh of the wound, and ſtop 
t the eee venom of 1 it. 


Tuvus the Wk Chriſtian can have; no 


fears to ſtruggle with at that ſolemn ſum- 


mons, but thoſe of leaving this preſent 


tranſitory world, and entering upon an- 
N others that 1 18 to laſt for ever. | 


Ap N again the wie of Chriſt 


| will ſeaſonably intervene and be of ſingu- 
lar benefit. It will enable him to detach 
his affections from things on earth, and to 
deſpiſe the fading glories of this lower 


world. It will repleniſh his ſoul with un- 


common comfort, and give him joyful ex- 
pectations beyond the grave, It will open 


4 
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a fair proſpect into the heavenly regions of 
eternal happineſs, and inſure him a portion 
- __ the Saints 1 in bliſs. 


Is he has attended to the admonitions of 
"the Goſpel, he mult be ſenſible, that his 
Creator never intended he ſhould take up 
his abode here; that by the appointment 5 
of Heaven all men are once to die; and as 
others have undergone before him this 
a tryal of mortality, ſo he is bound to ſubmit 
to the fame fatal condition ;# that this lie 5 


> 


1 * This ſeems to kate been 1 the beſt ar- 
gument againſt the fear of death by that ſublime 
and elegant Writer, who has drawn the Epicurean 


Philoſophy in the moſt beautiful and 98 
colourings of Poetry. 


Hoc etiam tibi Tute e en Some poſſis: 
Lumina ſis oculis etiam bonus Ancus reliquit; 
Qui melior multis, quam Tu fuit, improbe, rebus. 

Inde alii multi reges, rerumque potentes 

Occiderunt, magnis qui gentibus imperitarint, | 
Ille quoque jpſe, viam qui quondam per mare 
magnum 

Stravit, iterque dedit legionibus 1 ire per altum, 

Ac pedibus ſalſas docuit er, ire lacunas; 


"> Et 


4s DISCOURSE: v. 


is only preparatory to another; and that 


by the pangs of death he will inſtantly. be 


delivered into a regenerated Nate, where 
the calamities and the pains of life will be 


for ever at an end. 


1 can a man, \ full of theſe hi 
caſt a longing eye on the vanities of the 


world, or be unwilling to relinquiſh. it? 
How can he with reluctancy quit a ſcene 


of vexation and inquietude, where he is 


only: a poor momentary ſojourner and hour- 


Et contempſit aquis inſultans murmura ponti, 


Lumine adempto animum moribundo corpore 
fudit. 


Scipiades belli n Carthaginis horror 


Offa dedit terræ, proinde ac famul infimus eſſet. 
Adde repertores doctrinarum atque leporum; 
Adde Heliconiadum comites; . unus 

Homerus 


Sceptra potitus eadem aliis ſopitus quiete eſt: 


Denique Democritum poſtquam matura vetuſtas 


Admonuit memorem motus langueſcere mentis, 
Sponte ſua letho caput obvius intulit. Ipſe, 
Ipſe Epicurus obit decurſo lumine vitæ, 


Qui genus humanum ingenio ſuperavit, et omnes 


Reſtinxit ſtellas, exortus uti æthereus ſol. 
Lucret, de Rerum Nat. III. 1038 1037. 
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1 on his journey to his native country *, a 


land of reſt and a land of happineſs. Sure- 


ly he can never think of entertaining a 
fondneſs for a place where he is only cas a 
; gueſt, that tarrieth but a day. ” Surely he 
muſt rather be induced to treat it with in- 
| difference at leaſt and diſregard. But his 
attachments to life will not merely be diſ- 
ſolved, this unconcernedneſs and neglect : 
for the world will be heightened even into 
contempt and diſdain j when he recollects, 
80 life and our . out of it is repreſent- 
ed not only in the Apoſtolical Epiſtles and the 
writings of the primitive Fathers, but even in the 


Philoſophical inquiries of one of the wiſeſt and beſt 
of the Pagans, 


Si te hoc forte delectat, pose animos, cùm è cor- 
poribus exceſſerint, in cælum quaſi in domicilium 


ſuum pervenire. Cic. Tuſc. Diſp. I. 11. 


Mdlihi quidem naturam animi 3 multo dif- 
 ficilior occurrit cogitatio multoque obſcurior, qualis 
animus in corpore fit, tanquam alienæ domi, quam 


qualis, cum exierit et in liberum cælum quaſi do- 


mum ſuam venerit. Ibid. 12. — 95 
De vita ita diſcedo tanquam ex hoſpitio, non 


tanquam ex domo: commorandi enim natura di- 


verſorium nobis, non habitandi dedit. Cic. de Se- 
nectute, 23. | 


I 2 1 that 


wn 


— —— SCRE — Page ma" — ee 


— — — ET along Ne 
22 2 2 [= o — 


S 


4h 
* 

1 
1 
* 
1 
2; 
þ 4 
4þ 
* 
1 1 
3} 
#-4 
fil 
| 
1 
1 
"4 
4 
„ 
1 
k 
| 
1 
j 
1 
; 

I 
1 


146 DISCOURSE V. 

that he has been farther inſtruſted by 1 the 
| ſame oracle of God; that his detention i in | 
this fleſhly | tabernacle 3 is a fore obſtruction 


to his happineſs; that to © be preſent in the 5 
body is to be abſent from the Lord; that he 


only no ſees through a glaſs darkly the faint 
reſemblance of the King of Glory; but that 


after he! is uncloathed of this corporeal veſt- 


| ure, he ſhall behold him as he i is, face to face, , 


- arrayed with that ſplendor of Majeſty, which 
«eye hath not ſeen, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive.” 


WHAT peace ad reſignation of mind, = 


= what joy of heart and complacency of ſoul 


muſt ſuch conſiderations bring a man, . 
at the approach of this change of our na- 
ture, when our outward form is falling into 
ruin and diſſolution? Eſpecially when we 
call to remembrance the great Charter of 
our Salvation ſent down immediately from 
the very preſence of God, ſealed by the 
blood of his own beloved Son, and con- 
ſigned 
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ſigned to the ſons of r men by the hands of 
his A poſtles, who died themfelves in juſtifi- 
cation of its truth and authenticity. This 


ſingle thought! is itſelf ſufficient to vanquiſh 5 
all the pain and the terror of dying. For 
how can we much regard the one or be 


. greatly affected With the other, when we 


may! have through faith in the Goſpel this | 
aſſurance upon our minds, that the me! rito- 


riouſneſs of the Chriſtian ſacrifice 1s con- 
veyed along with us, to cover our infirmities 


and juſtify our imperfections; that our Re- : 
deemer ſtands ready at the right hand of 


God, to plead our pardon and make 1 inter- 


ceſſion for us, and to pronounce that ſen- 


8 tence of tranſport and endearment; Come 


ye Bleſſed Children of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom, prepared for You from the 


beginning of the world. 6 


\* SBE then and admire the mighty power 
and efficacy of our holy Religion i in diſpel- 
ling thoſe miſts of doubt, and thoſe clouds 


1 of 


——ä——ͤ— — - — — 
* r 


148 DISCOURSEV. 
of ignorance, which are wont to encompaſs 
this our Mortal State; and in diſſipating 
that gloom of melancholy and perplexity, 
which the fear of fin and the Tour of 
death muſt naturally create, 22 


| WHEREFORE let us with all thankful- 
neſs adore the majeſty of God, for his un. 
ſpeakable mercy, in contriving the _ 
Em of our Salvation, | 


I was an inſtance of great and unde- 


| ſerved goodneſs in our Creator to call us 


forth into being, and to give us this Station 
of eminence and dignity, amongſt the 
multitude of creatures which he has formed, 
and to make that ample proviſion for our 
ſubſiſtance and ſecurity, which cannot fail, 
but through our own default, to make our 
reſidence on earth comfortable and happy. 
But his good-will and loving-kindneſs to 
the ſons of men is ſtill more conſpicuous, 
Mr perſiſting to conſult our welfare, not- 


n 
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| withſtanding our numerous and abominable 


Provocations. Although we have been a 
ſtiff. necked and rebellious people, always 
: running counter to the injunctions and diſ- 
obeying the commands of our Governor; 


although we have merited no favour at his 


hands, but rather indignation and fury; yet 5 


in the midſt «of judgment he hath remem- 


; bered mercy.” He hath ſent his only-begot- 
ten Son to reduce us to our duty by the fair 
methods of gentleneſs and perſuaſion, to 
15 re-inſtate us in the favour and acceptance 1 
of an offended God, and to lead us on 
without danger or trouble, to a land 1 


peace and glory, world without end. 


LET us therefore with hearts full bo 
gratitude acknowledge the exceeding great 


love of our Redeemer, for thus empower- 


ing us through his gracious overtures in 
the Goſpel, to live without fear, and to die 


” full of hope and comfort. 
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MATT. VI. 31, 32, 33. 


— Take 1 10 rhought, ſaying, what ſhall - 
ve eat? or what ſhall we drink? 
or wherewithal ſhall we be cloathed 9 


Por after all theſe things do the Gen- : 
tiles ſeek, for your heavenly Father 
 knoweth that ye. have need 1 all 
theſe things. 
But ſeek ye 2 the kinds of God -- 
and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
"0 ſpall Je added unto You, 


ys OTHING indicates more egregious 
inconſiſtency, than the belief of an 


over-ruling Providence, and immoderate care 
for the things of this life. If we have a 
+ full 
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full conviction that there 1s a ſupreme Be- 


ing, who intereſts himſelf in the affairs of 


Men, ſo as to make all things work to- 
gether for their good who love and obey 


him; it is impoſſible but ſuch a per ſuaſion 
muſt have ſome influence over our con- 


duct: it cannot but render us more con- 


tented and eaſy 1 in our preſent ſituation, 
and leſs: thoughtful and difturbed about 
future events. Indeed we have reaſon to 
think that the bleſſings of Providence are 
: not to be expected without our own hearty : 
concurrence; a proper uſe therefore of ſuch 
means of ſubſiſtance, as God has put into 
our hands, 1 18 altogether neceſſary, 1s not - 
to be diſpenſed with: yet when we have 
diſcharged with faithfulneſs the ſeveral 
duties of our reſpective tations, and made 
that needful proviſion, which our own ſa- 


gacity may point out, and our own power 


enable us to make; there can then be no 
juſt cauſe, why we ſhould ſuffer any farther. 


care to diſturb our quiet. The conſciouſ- 


neſs 
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neſs of having done our duty will empower 
us to reſt ſatisfied with our preſent con- 
dition ; and the ſenſe of a ſuperiour Being, 
ordering all things both in Heaven and 
Earth for the happineſs of his creatures; 
will diſpoſe us with great confidence to 
truſt to the goodneſs and promiſes of God, 
for the ſucceſs of our honeſt endeavours. 


ALL worldly care is by no means to be 
een A concern for the things of 


tis life! is one of the firſt principles, which 


. both Self. love and Benevolence teaches and 
inculcates. It is what Reaſon plainly dic- 
tates, it is what Religion ſtrongly recom- 
mends. In truth the very condition of our 
Being exacts it from us. Then only is this 
ſollicitude to be reproved, when it exceeds 
its due bounds. When our attachment to 


” things on earth becomes ſo violent and 


inordinate, as to create in us a continual. 
: reſtleſſneſs and anxiety of mind, it is un- 
reaſonable, it is ſinful. Such a diſpoſition 


robs 
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robs life of all its comforts, and embitters 
and ſpoils all our enjoyments. Such a cons. 
duct argues a diſtruſt of the Providence of 
God, and ſhews a diſregard to all religion. 
Whatever the worldly- minded may pretend, 
his behaviour betrays in him an evil heart 
of unbelief. His unwearied and exceſſive 
toil in the purſuit and acquiſition of tem« : 
poral goods, his over-carefulneſs and dif. 
content in the poſſeſſion, and his indecent 


murmurings and utter deſpondency of mind 


under the loſs of them, are plain indica- 

tions that he © careth not for God, neither 

is God in all his thoughts.” For whence 
can ariſe all this doubt and perplexity ? 


What account is to be given of all theſe 


anxious fears and diſmal apprehenſions 
about his preſent or future circumſtances 
in the World; if he knows and conſiders 
that there is a wiſe and a gracious God, 
who 1s the ſupreme governour of the Uni- 
verſe, and is acquainted with the neceſſities 
of all his creatures ; if he heartily believes, 
_ that 
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that this Lord of all things hath both 
power ſufficient to enable him, and good- 


neſs enough to incline him to provide for 5 
and * them. 


In the dark and diſconſolate Nate of 
Heatheniſm, where the impious doctrine 
of blind Chance had quite effaced the ver 
knowledge of a Divine Providence in Some, 
and the abſurd perſuaſion of a neceſſary 
and fatal ſeries of events had rendered 
that knowledge unaffecting and uſeleſs to 
Others; where at beſt the belief of a Provi- 
dence did not extend itſelf to Human af- 
fairs; under ſuch circumſtances it 1s no 
wonder to find the Gentiles either in a 
ſtate of profound quiet and indolence, or 
over-afſiduous in providing for their pre- 
ſent ſupport, and over-careful and over- 
ſollicitous about future contingencies. But 
That behaviour, which mi ight appear not 
wrong perhaps, or even juſtifiable upon 
Pagan. principles, becomes utterly un- 


ac- | 
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| eee, abſolutely inexcuſeable in a 


* = 4s \% . 


WI have an ace that ; is ; adequate 


to the moſt fanguine expectation, and will 
ſtand the moſt ſcrupulous teſt of the 
reaſon able and ingenuous enquirer, that 
we are under the immediate care and pro- 
tection of that Lord and Governour, whom ; 
unbounded goodneſs will incite, unerring 
wiſdom will direct, and unlimited Pow. 
. will enable to. aſſiſt and relieve us. 
This is a truth, for which we have the 
moſt unqueſtionable authority. It is the 
expreſs declaration of God himſelf; * Who | 
is not a Man, that he ſhould lie, or the 
ſon of Man, that he ſhould repent. Hath 
he ſaid, and ſhall he not do! it? or hath he 
| ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? P's 
If therefore we acknowledge a revelation of ; 
the Divine will vouchſafed to the ſons of 
men; if we are perſuaded that this Revela- 


tion Is | contained in the writings of the 
Goſpel ; 
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Goſpel; then it muſt follow by unavoidable 
conſequence, that all exceſſive fondneſs and 
immo derate anxiety for the things pertain- 
ing to this life, is wholly to be diſcouraged 
and repreſſed; or that our conduct is void 
of conſiſtency and diſcretion: we thus re- 
nounce all dependence upon the ſovereignty 
ol the Almighty, reject the bleſſings, which 5 


he is graciouſly pleaſed to hold forth to us, 


and contradict the avowed principles of our 
5 holy religion. 


siNcR then the doctrine of a Providence 5 
* confeſſedly of ſuch vaſt importance to 
| mankind; ſince the belief of i it is the only 
ſure remedy againſt the vain and vexatious 
55 cares of life, and the only true ſource of 
that peace, that contentment, that compla- 
cency of mind, which is the firm founda- 
tion of a laſting and ſubſtantial happineſs; 
it will be well worth our pains and atten- 
tion to conſider; 


X IN 
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| In what manner our faith in this great. 
atvicle of Religion _ be eſtabliſhed and 


| confirmed. 


Tur ſeveral parts bk this viſible world 
cannot more evidently ſhew the extreme 
| folly and perver ſeneſs of Some men in diſ- 
believing a God, than they do demonſtrate 

the great weakneſs and extravagance of O- 
| thers in denying a Providence. Indeed the 

belief of a God and a Providence are things 

that have ſo neceſſary and ſo intimate a 

connexion, that it 1s impoſſible to doubt of 


the truth and reality of the latter, without 
calling i in queſtion the exiſtence of the for- 


mer. He, who is fooliſh enough to think, 


that the world has exiſted from eterni- 
ty without any external cauſe, muſt like- 
wiſe be convinced, that no external cauſe 


18 neceſſary to its preſervation: : He too, 


Who vainly imagines, that we are be- 
holden to Chance for the preſent Syſtem 
of things, muſt maintain, if he would be 


conliſtent, that the ſame. Chance ſupports 
and 
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and continues it in being. But if we ac- 
knowledge a wiſe, a good, and a powerful 


Being, who made the world; we muſt alſo 


own, that the ſame wiſdom, power, and 
| goodnels is employed in overlooking and | 
=] taking care of it. The admirable conſtitu- 
tion of all things viſible, the contrivance, 
the beauty, the variety, the uniformity, 
which is obſervable throughout the known 
world, cannot fail of impreſſing upon every 
ingenuous mind a deep ſenſe of the wiſe 
and beneficent Author of it: And the 
wonderful proviſion, which is every where Dy 
and at all times made for the good order of 
the whole, and for the well being of every 
5 individual, no leſs evidently declare his o- : 
; ver-ruling Providence. 


Loox up to che Firmament, and con- 


template thoſe glorious bodies, which move 
above us: Obſerve the conſtant and grateful 
change of day and night, the beautiful and 


regular viciſſitude of the ſeaſons: Conſider 


E | b, 
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by what equable and ſtated laws the Sun, the 
Moon, and all the Hoſt of heaven, the Air, 
the Earth, the Waters are governed ; what 

a profuſion of bleſſings by theſe means are 
conveyed to all things living: Survey if poſ- 
ſible that infinite diverſity of Creatures, 


and that invariable diſtinction of ſpecies, : 


which occur in every part of the Animal 


and the Vegetable world: and yet ſee the 


| marvellous care, which is beſtowed for the 
preſent ſupport of every individual, even the 
moſt minute and contemptible, as well as for N 
its future ſubſiſtance: Theſe things, i impar- 
tially viewed and ſeriouſly laid to heart, prove 
beyond all reaſonable contradiction, that as 
there is a God, who by his power created 
the Heavens and the Earth, and made all 
things what they are; ſo that he ſtill con- 
tinues to uphold them by his Providence. 


Al created Beings, from their very na- 
ture and the circumſtances of their ſtate, 
Sonpnonly pond upon the will and the 
h power. 
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Power of their Creator. If his influence is 


once withdrawn, they muſt ſink that mo- 
ment into their original nothing. The ſe- 
veral powers of Nature are nothing elſe, but 
the various effects of the Divine energy, 

py exerted in diverſe manners and under dif- 
ferent regulations. That wonderful œco- 
nomy, in which Animal and Vegetative life 
wholly conſiſts, 1 is no otherwiſe to be kept 


up than by certain eſtabliſned laws, to 
which this part of the Syſtem is conſtantly 


made ſubject. But theſe laws themſelves 
| derive their whole efficacy and due execu- 
tion from the agency alone of Providence. 
| That grand principle whatever it is, which 
runs through the whole compaſs of the vi- 
fible world, and by which all things are 
actuated and ſubſiſt; by which the heaven- 


ly motions are directed and preſerved; by 


which the Air, we breathe, the Earth we 
live upon, and the Waters that encompaſs 
it, are knit and held together; cannot be 
maintained in its full vigour, but by the 


% ' 
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immediate hand of God. Nor is this true 
only of that Force, which is inherent in 
the bulk of matter, which pervades the 
larger maſſes of it, and gives them ſuch 
a marvellous tendency to each other, ſo va- 
rious, and yet ſo regular at differences of 
diſtance: : It i is true alſo of thoſe other two 
Forces, which encompaſs the minute and 
component particles of matter, upon which 
the conſtitution and form of corporeal be- 
ings ſeem altogether to depend, and which 
are found i in fact to have ſo great a ſhare | 
in many wonderful operations of Nature · 
It is now beyond diſpute, that theſe general 
properties of Body, which contribute ſo 


largely to the order and preſervation of the 


viſible Syſtem, are quite immechanical. 
They are therefore an argument from ex- 
perience and obſervation of the continual 
and immediate agency of that over-ruling 
Power, „which hath ſtretched forth the 
Heavens and laid the foundations of the 

Earth. ? Ki activity and motion of the 
Bodily 
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Bodily part of man, a ſubſtance quite inert 


and incapable of changing its ſtate, is not a 
plainer demonſtration of the exiſtence and 
particular influence of our Spiritual part, 
than theſe un-eſſential principles of the 
material world, ſo wiſely ſuper-induced, are 

an evident proof of the ſpecial preſence 

and dominion of God throughout all 
his viſible works. * If therefore that Al- 


mighty 


92 That che divine Omnip ence | is agreeable to 


our natural conceptions of God, appears evident 


from the general opinion that prevailed amongſt 
the wiſeſt of the Ancient Philoſophers, the Pytha- 


goreans and the Stoics, concerning the ſoul of the _ 


world. For though this notion was adopted after- 
wards by the Atheiſtic tribe and degenerated into 
mere Naturaliſm ; yet originally it was underſtood 
in a ſober ſenſe and implied, that God pervaded 
and actuated the Univerſe, as the human ſoul in- 
forms the body of man. This is what Sextus Em- 
piricus affirms of Pythagoras expreſsly: 5 
N rag VT& Nj, ¾ννů T0 di WAYTOS XOTMA Wigan, 
V Teoro * — Adv. Phyſic. I. $. 127. 
Clemens Alexandrinus aſſerts the ſame thing of 
E the Stoics. Ougt 4 Tec amo Tix Trog A 
daa TANG vans To Octoy HN At Mο—Ięil en. v. bo 
And to this the definition, which Zeno gives of 
God, plainly accords : Ilveiua MH di d v AH. 
| Diog. Laert. in vit. . NE 


„ Hence 
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mighty Being, who preſides over andi in- 
forms the Univerſe, by whom the various 
ſprings and movements of the whole and 
of every ſingle part are regulated; if this 
Being was once to withhold his power and 
remit his care and government, there muſt 
inſtantly follow an univerſal wreck of Na- 


| Hence theſe deſeririons in  Aratus, Vir, 200 
Lucan, 


— 13. TACH bs ep 5 at 
| IIzou F er owrriay & V. Agen 1 0 Odnxcoo 
Ka Auptves * TIauvrh d Ales xexenpeda Tides. 
Arati Phenom. I. 

— Deum namque ire per omnes 

1 erraſque, tractuſqus maris,ccelumque profundum. 
Virg. Georg. IV. v. 220. 

= dcœlum ac terras, campoſque liquentes 
Lucentemque globum Lunæ, Titaniaque aſtra 
Spiritus intus alit, totamque infuſa per artus 
Mens agitat molem, et magno ſe corpore miſcet. 


ZEneid. VI. v. 724. 
Eftnz Dei ledes niſi terra, et Poms, et aer, 
Et cœlum? 5 


* eſt quodcungue vides, quocunque moveris. 
Lucan. Pharſ. IX. v. 577. 

And lebe that ſublime repreſentation of the 

Godhead in our Engliſh Poet; a noble and beauri- 

ful improvement on the Ancients, and that from 


_ Chriſtian principles. N 8 2770 on Man pitt 
I. v. 266 — 280. 


ture: : 
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ture: all would be confuſion and ruin: e- 
very thing muſt” immediately ceaſe to be. 


80 true are thoſe declarations of the A- 
poſtle; By Him all things were created, that 
= in Heaven and that are in Earth; and 

by Him all things conſiſt. For in Him 2 


lone they live, move, and have their being.” 


Tux providential care of God is no leſs 
conſpicuous in the Moral, than it 1s in the 


N atural world. He has ſet up his Vicege- 


rent in every Man' s breaſt, for his guidance 
and information. We feel a power within, 
that not only checks and controuls us in 
a vicious courſe, and fills us with inward 
remorſe and ſorrow; that not only com- 
mends and encourages us for our virtuous 
behaviour, and gives us a proportionable 15 
ſhare of joy and ſatisfaction; but alſo in- 
fuſes into our hearts the awful ſenſe of a 
5 ſuperior Being, who inſpects our conduct 
and is privy to our very thoughts and re- 
ſolutions And the force of this Principle N 


pre- 
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prevails 3 in a greater, or leſs degree over all 
Mankind; the moſt puiſſant Monarch is no 
leſs ſenſible of theſe emotions in the breaſt, 
than the meaneſt of his ſubjects ; and this 
too, even though their behaviour is known 
to themſelves alone; though their actions 
were done with the greateſt ſecrecy, juſt as 
much as if they had been produced upon 
an open theatre, and expoſed to the view of 
all the world. Now this power of con- 
ſcience, whether it 1s implanted ; in our na- 


5 tures, interwoven with our very frame and 


conſtitution, or whether it is the effect of 
reaſon and education; either way it appears 
to be a plain intimation from the Deity 
himſelf, who has formed our ſouls ſuſcep- 
tible of ſuch impreſſions, that he concerns 
himſelf with human affairs, regards the 
manner of our lives, and obſerves the good ; 
or evil tendency of © our actions. : 


Tux force of this reaſoning receives an 
additional ſtrength from the conſideration 
Vs 
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of thoſe means, by which the ſollicitations 

of Vice are guarded againſt and diſcourag- 
ed; by which the intereſts of Virtue are 

promoted and ſecured. Nature has given 


n Law, directing to what! is good, and 


prohibiting that which! is evil. And by this 
Law the great lines of duty are ſo fairly 
drawn and ſo ſtrongly impreſſed on the 
mind of man, as not to eſcape the notice, 
nor to ſurpaſs the comprehenſion of any 
Rational creature. Piety, Juſtice, and So- | 

briety are the obvious ſuggeſtions of the 
Human breaſt. And there is in them a 


certain natural aptitude to gain our appro- 


bation, and to excite our eſteem. But then 
the unbridled force of paſſion is wont to 
attack us with ſo much impetuoſity and fu- 
ry, as to bear down the barrier of reaſon, 
and to hurxy us on beyond the plain bounds 
of duty. Conſcience is therefore placed as 
a guard to ſtop us in our career, and by 
gentle whiſpers and ſilent remonſtrances to 
| : = prevent 


270 DISCOURSE VI. 
prevent the tranſgreſſions of thoſe limits, 

' which Nature and Reaſon have afligned for 

our conduct. This faithful and ever watch- 
ful Monitor is perpetually labouring to di- 

vert us from what is wrong and perilous, 
by the ſharp rebukes of pain and ſorrow; ; 

and ſtrives with equal aſſiduity to lead us 
on to our true and eſſential intereſt, by the L 
encouragement and recommendation of j joy 


and complacency of ſoul. A notable in- 


ſtance ſurely of the continual care and con- 

ſtant concern of our Maker for our well- 
being! But leſt this internal ſanction, thus : 

powerfully joined to the Moral Law ſhould 

not produce its due effect; leſt this inward 

bulwark of Virtue ſhould not be ſo forti- 
fied, as to become proof againſt the vio- 
lence of lawleſs and reprobate nature, its 
ſtrength is outwardly corroborated, by the 
addition of extraneous force. Where con- 
ſcience is found too weak and apt to give 
way, under the vehement onſets of inordi- 
nate appetites, there the proſpect of worldly 
in- 
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infelicity commonly comes. in as a ſeaſon- 
able auxiliary, and frequently reſtrains the 
| en of our ang 4 {2068 


TEE wiſe an kind Author of 1 Nuns 5 
has ſo contrived matters, in the ordinary 
courſe and conſtitution of things, that a 
man cannot be Vicious but he muſt be 
Miſerable in ſome degree or other. Nor 
has he left Virtue, in the general order of 
f Nature, unaccompanied with happineſs, : 
and unrewarded with ſome fort of world- | 
ly bleſſing. The ſteady Adherents to Moral 
Duty, who perſevere with reſolution and 
conſtancy, in keeping a conſcience void of 

offence towards God and Man, are rarely : 
diſappointed of the good things of this 
life. They are ſeldom fruſtrated in their 

deſigns, or defeated in their undertakings, 

Moſt things concur towards their ſucceſs 

in the world, and the furtherance of their 

felicity. The Pious and the Good are ſure 

to favour them with their friendſhip, and 
to 
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to lend them their aſſiſtance. Even the 
Wicked and the Prophane are not diſpoſed | 
to attempt aught to their prejudice or 
harm. Thus ſecuring the good will of 
© their fellow-creatures they are at once re- 
lieved from much vexation and miſchief, 
and meet with little or no obſtructions to 
their earthly enjoyments. The ſame righte- 
ous methods, by which their worldly con- 
cerns are crowned with proſperity, do alſo 
for the moſt part aſcertain the ſtability of 
5 their fortunes, and inſure a * of 3 
happineſs, 


3 5 


Mow as chav is ſome native and ſtriking 
charm in Virtue and Religion, that by a 
ſecret kind of faſcination conſtrains every 

diſpaſſionate beholder, even the Diſſolute 

and the Prophane, to approve and admire 
it; ſo there are ſome common principles 
both in the nature of Man, and the con- 
ſtitution of External Objects, that he is 
converſant about in this world; by the 
ope- 
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operation and influence of which it uſually 5 
comes to pals, that a virtuous and religious 
conduct 1s productive of happineſs and 


perfective of our natures; and the contrary 


behaviour becomes introductive of miſery 
and ſubverſive of our being. I need not 
enumerate particulars. J may ſafely appeal 
to the experience of mankind for the gene- 
ral truth of this aſſertion, that an aſſiduous 
performance of Moral Duty is ſure to have , 
in the train of its attendants, healthfulneſs 
of body and durableneſs of life, tranquillity 
of mind and joyfulneſs of heart : whereas 
run of fortune and a diſeaſed habit of 
body, vexation of ſpirit and an untimely 5 
diſcontinuance in this earthly abode are the 
undivided companions of the Libertine and 
-.- the ho 


WHAT thin is all this but a wiſe eſta- 

bliſhment and gracious proviſion for the 
ſecurity and recommendation of univerſal 
en for the diſcouragement and 
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prevention of every ſort of iniquity? There 


is an internal ſanction annexed to the Law 
of Nature from the ſecret force of con- 


ſcience; and this authority of it is guarded 
and ſtrengthened by an external conſtitu- 
tion in the Moral World. They both con- 
ſpire, at once to direct and regulate Human 


conduct, and to declare and __— a Di- 
vine government. 


TIE ſame principles of Nature and the N 
= ſame care and inſpection of Heaven 18 
manifeſted, in the preſervation of Commu. 
nities as well as in the fortunes of Indivi- 
duals. The ruin or proſperity of Nations : 


appears evidently to be proportioned to 


their reſpective Moral demerits or Moral 


deſervings. This the experience of every 
Age abundantly teſtifies. And this notifi- 
cation of an over- ruling Power in civil ſo- 


cieties is confirmed beyond all reaſonable 


diſpute by the marvellous revolutions, that 
are oftentimes brought about in the ſeveral 
kin 85 
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kingdoms of men, and that by ſuch means 
and inſtruments, as are utterly inadequate 
to the accompliſhment of thoſe important 


events, and altogether inexplicable from 


the mere power and capacity of man. It 
is. not- neceſſary to deſcend to particular f 
| proofs. The hiſtory of. our own Country, 
and that of every other state in the habita- 


ble world are full of well-known inſtances 
to this purpoſe. | 


Enns 3 Reaſon alone undoubtedly 


is able to diſcoyer : thus far we. go upon 
ſure and uncontroverted grounds in our 
enquiries into God's care and government : 


of. the World. But the great queſtion in 


agitation between. the Theiſt and the Chri- 


ſtian is this; Whether God has ſettled and 


adjuſted things in ſuch's manner, as to 
leave the viſible Syſtem to the agency and 
direction of general laws, originally im- 


preſſed; and to ſuffer all Events to be 


debt about by the working of natural 


. and 
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and ſecondary cauſes 3 OT Whether he has 


reſerved to himſelf a power of providing 


for particular emergencies, by a e 
influence? ? 


Thus ach ſurely is indiſputable. God 


may ſo over- rule and temper the pow- 


ers of nature, as to ſuit its operations to 
the ſeveral circumſtances of mankind. He 
may ſecretly and by ways unknown to us 
diſpoſe thoſe various events of things, which 5 

. being unforeſeen, unexpected, or undefigned 


by us we are apt to call chance or accident; 


ſo as to make them anſwer the particular i 
ends of his Providence. He may in ſuch a 


manner affect the hearts of men upon ſpe- 
0 cial occaſions, as ſhall not deſtroy their 


natural liberty, and yet make them inſtru- 


ments in carrying on his great deſigns. 


Bur all this j is, 1 think, much n more than 


barely poſſible. The foregoing conſider a- 
tions give it an air of Bernt probability. 


And 
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And reaſon enables us, to go All farther, 


as it appears to me, in our important re- 
ſearches 2 ways of Providence. 


THE power and dominion of the Al- 


mighty muſt reach to every part of the V. 
niverſe; nor can the preſence of the Om- 
nipotent be excluded from any created ex- 


iſtences. In fact we find, his laws and 


conſtitutions do take place throughout the 5 
Whole extent of creation; and the efficiency 
of theſe very laws and conſtitutions de- 
pends not all, either upon the will and 
capacity of man, or upon the ſpontaneity 
and power of Animate, or upon the eſſence 
and properties of Inanimate Nature. Why 
then ſhould we make a difficulty! in believ- 


ing, that the immediate agency and parti- 


cular interpoſitions of the all- righteous 


Governor of the world ſhould be more con- 
fined, and under greater limitations than the 


power and the preſence of the all- bounte- 
ous Author of it; eſpecially where the im- 


11 portance 
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portance and exigency of the caſe demands 
cla tuper intendance and direction? 


Wan of belief in this reſpect ſeems 
not ſo much to ariſe from any inability | 
of reaſon or weakneſs of evidence; ; as from 
ſome certain pre-poſſeſſions of the mind. A 
pre- conceived notion, that ſuch a care and 
influence of Providence cannot conſiſt with 
the general laws of Nature, and a previous 
apprehenſion, that it 1s incompatible with 
the Majeſty of God, impede the underſtand- 
ing, obſtruct the attention, and prevent a 
fair and candid ſerutiny. 9 ; 


NOW both theſe appear to be plain miſe 
conceptions of the nature and operations 
of God. For conſider how far human art 
is capable of adjuſting the powers of Na- 

ture and the wills and affections of Men, 

ſo as to make them ſubſervient to its pur- 
poſes ; not indeed by changing the eſta- 
bliſhed courſe of things or by affecting hu- 
AE man 
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man liberty, but by a ſkilful application of 
them both. By which means many effects 
have been and continually are produced, 
which unguided nature would never of it- 
ſelf have brought about. 


War reafon then can there be for not 
thinking, that the ſame things may be ef- 
fected in a much higher degree, and after a 
| much more extraordinary manner by that 


firſt and ſupreme Cauſe, ho 8 hath creat- 


ed and ordered all things that are in Hea- 
ven and that are in Earth, and by whom 
they all conſiſt PE 


«How can theſe things be”? i is a me- 
thod of evaſion, as unfair and unphiloſo- | 
_ phical, as it is ar rogant and preſumptu- | 
ous. It argues an incapableneſs of rational 
oppoſition; and yet an averſion to the in- 
genuous acknowledgment of conviction. It 
is a bold obtruſion upon the prerogative of 
Heaven; it 1 aſſuming a pride of under- 
N andi 
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ſtanding the inſcrutable manner of the ſe- 

cret workings of God, which even the moſt | 

contemptible object in Nature, that falls 
under the cognizance of our ſenſes might, 
one ſhould imagine, ſufficiently humble. 
Our knowledge extends only to the exiſten- 
ces of things and their apparent properties. 
The cauſe of their being is utterly beyond 
the human comprehenſion, and the manner 


of their ating for the moſt ne hidden 
: and unperceivable. 


Nor can it t ſurely be a diminution of 
the dignity of God, to interpoſe his provi- 
dential management, as may beſt correſpond 
to the end of his government; that his 
goodneſs ſhould direct and regulate, what⸗- 
ever his wiſdom and power have contrived 
and formed: unleſs it can be thought that 
immenſe care and vaſt multiplicity of con- 
cern will be an interruption to the happi- 
neſs, and a burden and perplexity to the 
intelligence of the Almighty. A notion 
i utterly 
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utterly deſtructive of the all-ſufficiency of 
God, and terminating only in the exploded 


errour and groſs impiety of Epicurus. 


Tax train of reaſoning, here purſued, 
muſt have the greater ſolidity and forcible- 
neſs with the true Behever, as it is con- 
formable to the declarations of God him 
ſelf, on the dominion and extent of his 
Providence. OT _ 


No man, that reads the Bible, and be- 
lieveth it to be the word of God, can doubt 
either that God at firſt created the Uni- 
verſe, or that he ſtill preſerves and governs 
it, not only by thoſe general laws, which ; 
he has fixed in the ordinary courſe of na- 
ture; but alſo by a particular and imme- 
diate influence and direction. The whole 
hiſtory of the Jews 1s nothing elſe but one 
continued ſcene of the various interpoſitions 
of the Deity and of the particular diſpen- 
ſations of his Providence to that Nation. 
„ | And 


182 DISCOURSE VI. 


And the Scriptures. of the old and new 
Teſtament have taught us to believe that 
the ſame God, who concerned himſelf -in 


ſo extraordinary a manner for his peculiar 


people, extends his fatherly care to all his 
creatures; that no part of Nature is fo far 
emancipated from his power, as not to be 
made continually ſubſervient to his will; 
that every individual of the whole Human 
ſpecies is under his immediate care and 
protection. What elſe can be the meaning 
of thoſe expreſs declarations which we meet 
within every page almoſt of thoſe writings ? 
He is there repreſented as a © being, who 
is good to all, and whoſe tender mercies are 


over all his works.” He is ſaid to feed 


the fowls of the air, the beaſts of the field, 


and the fiſhes in the ſea, and whatever elſe 


there is, which liveth upon the face of the 


whole earth.” He 1s ſet forth as ruling 


in Heaven and in Earth; as doing i in them 
both whatſoever he pleaſeth ; as balancing 


the clouds, and ſending the rain; as making 
the 
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the winds and the ſea to obey him.” The 
moſt inconſiderable events, ſuch as the fall- 
ing of a ſparrow to the ground, are ſaid to 
be matter of his notice and obſervation z 
and the moſt minute thing not to eſcape 
his knowledge; * even the ſands of the 


ſea, and the hairs of our head are all num oy 


bered by him.” It is declared that in a 
more eſpecial manner he * beholdeth the 
ſons of men, and ſpieth out all their ways ; 


| that he maketh the righteous to proſper, = 
and ſuffereth not the wicked to go away 
| unpuniſhed ; that the hearts of all men are 
in his hands, and that he boweth and turn- 


eth them, as it ſeemeth him good.” Theſe 
expreſſions and many more to the ſame 
effect, which frequently occur in Scripture, 
are no otherwiſe to be underſtood, can have 
no other purport or ſignification, than that 
God directeth all the powers of Nature, diſ- 
poſeth all the Events of things, and ruleth 
in the hearts of all Men, ſo as to make 
them. beſt ſerve the important purpoſes of 
a 


— 
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a particular Providence. And this truth is 
confirmed to us beyond all poſſibility of 


. ˙ A une 20> 
* 8 


doubt by the promiſes and threatenings, 
by the precepts and exhortations of the 


Goſpel. We have there the © promiſe of 
the life, which now is, as well as of that 
which is to wag, if we walk in the ways 


of Godlineſs:” We are encouraged to ex- 


pect the bleflings of God upon all our en- 
deavours, to be ſecure from harm in our 
perſons and ſucceſsful in our fortunes, if 
we be followers of that which is good :” 
We are told not to hope for the enjoy- 
ments of life, © not to think of ſeeing good 
days, unleſs we do good, and refrain from 
evil; for the eyes of the Lord are againſt 


them that work wickedneſs: We are com- 


manded in every thing by prayer and 
ſupplication to let our requeſts be known 
unto God;” and at the fame time excited 
to it with this aſſurance, that the © effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 


much: We are exhorted to be careful for 
nothing, 
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nothing, but to caſt all our care upon God; 
for he careth for us, and will make all 
things work together for good to thee, 
5 N diligently ſeek him. 


Wale r the ons of the Text, which I. 
have read to you, may ſerve to eſtabliſh this 
point inſtead of any other argument. We 
are commanded by Chriſt himſelf and that 
in as expreſs a manner, as words can do 
tt, not to be over- anxious and careful about 
me things of this life; but to do our duty = 
and to mind the buſineſs of our reſpective 


7 ſtations z and then to leave the iſſues and 


events of things to God himſelf, who en- 
gages to give us all things that ſhall be 
peedful or convenient for us. 


Now theſe vromtiles and threatenings 
can ſerve no purpoſe, if God does not in- 
terpoſe in human affairs, but leaves the 
diſpoſal of things to general laws. Without 
a particular Providence theſe precepts and 

5 ex- 
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exhortations muſt e nn and 
vain. 


Tars account of the divine Providence, 
| which the Scripture hath given us, con- 
tains a doctrine that no leſs tends to the 


glory of God, than it is full of comfort to 


Man. There is as much juſtneſs as there 
is piety, in that obſervation of the devout | 

Pſalmiſt ; © the Heavens declare the glory 
of God; the Earth is full of the goodneſs of 

the Lord.” Certainly nothing leſs than in- 
1 finite Wiſdom could contrive ſuch a won- 

derful Syſtem of creatures; nothing leſs 


than unlimited Power could bring them 


forth into being; nothing leſs than un- 
bounded Goodneſs could provide ſo amply 
for their happineſs. But to ſuppoſe that 
this ſame Being, who made the world, is 
able to look through the whole compaſs of 
Nature; that he is preſent to every part of 
it; that he not only obſerves every thing, 
which paſſeth therein, but directs the vari- 


ous 
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ous movements of this grand machine by 
his own immediate power; ſo as to promote 
the good order of the whole Univerſe and 


the happineſs of all his creatures in it; to 1 


ſuppoſe this of God, is to entertain the 
moſt magnificent, and at the ſame time the 
moſt amiable notion of him. And to ſet 
him forth to us in the manner, which the 
Scriptures have done, as endued with ſuch 

a nature, as exerciſing ſuch a providence, 
is to ſhew him in fact to be the moſt per- 
fect and the moſt glorious of We 


Tur Epicurean ſcheme of things not 
only exhibits to'us a moſt unlovely picture 
of the Deity; but alſo opens a moſt gloomy 
and comfortleſs ſcene of the World; where 

God is placed in a ſtate of the moſt pro- 
found indolence, abſolutely unconcerned at 
whatever paſſes throughout the whole ex- 
tent of the Univerſe ; where chance and 
accident bear an uncontroulable ſway. Nor 
are things in a better but rather worſe ſitua- 
tion 


s DISCOURSE W 
tion upon the Stoical Hypotheſis ; ſince it 
is more defireable to live under the chance 
of altering a wretched condition, than to 
have it irreverſibly fixed by an abſolute and 
inexorable Fate. But upon the Chriſtian 
plan we have the comfortable aſſurance of 
being 1 in the hands of a good and faithful 
Creator ; one, who hath an affectionate and 
fatherly concern for us, and hath promiſed 
to make us happy, if we ſhew ourſelves de- N 
- ſerving of his favour. 


Wir H this joyous 8 every 5 
. good 1 man may reſt contented and eaſy in 
his condition, whatever it be; having a well 
grounded confidence, that if his circum- 
ſtances are proſperous, they will be ſecured 


to him by the providence of God; that if he 


is in a ſtate of adverſity, the ſame gr acious 
providence will either remove his troubles 
or ſupport him under them. However 


caſual and irregular the events of things 
may appear; . the violence of the 
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Elements or the fury of Men may threaten 
our deſtruction; amidſt all the uncertain- 
ties, the caſualties, and the vexations of life, 
yet ſtill we may be certain, that there is 
a God above, who knoweth and direct- 

eth all things; in whoſe goodneſs t there- 
fore and promiſes lie our ſecurity and our 


happineſs. 
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JoB XXX. 23. 
— 1 now, that thou wilt bring me t0 


death, and to the _ . 


for « all living. 


0 conſiderations are more important 
and intereſting, than thoſe, that con- 
cern our latter end. The period of our 
life is of uncertain duration, and the ap- 
proaches of death are ſure and unavoidable. 
The companions, we are to expect i in thoſe 
gloomy moments, are weakneſs, and pain, 
and anxiety. Our condition at the cloſe of 
this earthly ſcene 1 is altogether | ir etrievable, 
a ſtate of endleſs happineſs or everlaſting 
miſery. 


M255 5 Tuksk 
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TksE are things of the greateſt mo- 
ment and concernment to us all. They 
contain a large fund either of comfort 
or of torment, according as they have 
been carefully attended to, or preſumptu- 
_ ouſly neglected, in the conduct of our 
lives. 


TAT Ack refletions e may 
5 tend to the edification of the Hearer; the 


only purport and merit of this part of our 


Miniſtry; and that they may have their due 
influence upon us, towards the improve- 
ment of our lives; the only good effect, 
that can juſtify the labour of the Preacher; 


4; 1 ſhall endeavour to mer the truth 
and Wer of them; 3 


II. Ax p then PD out the great uſe and 
benefit, which we ought to make of them, 
would we be wiſe unto ſalvation, through 
the whole of our conduct; as long as we 


have 
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have any part to act, upon this great 
Theatre of the World. 5 


! , 


ExpERIENCE, our beſt and moſt faith- 
ful guide in matters of this ſort, bears un- 
doubted teſtimony, how precarious is the 
iſſue of human life; how much our con- 
tinuance in being! 18 out of our own power; 
how little our ſtay here is to be depend- 


ed upon. Various are the maladies, to 


which we are daily ſubject, and manifold 
the ern that are always apt to befal | 


Some are the offspring of the infirmi- 


ties b Nature. Others are the effect of 

ignorance or neglect; but moſt of them 

have their riſe from our own preſumption 

and miſconduct. The ſeeds of deſtruction 
are ſown at our very birth; and they ſoon 
take root and ſpread themſelves over our 
whole frame: they are growing nearer and 
ncarer to maturity through every ſtage of 

life, and are perpetually weakening and 
undermining all the . of it, till they 
1 M3 Pat 
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put a period to our being. The ſtroke 
of death is indeed ſometimes earlier and 
ſometimes of later date, but never deferred 


to any great diſtance of time; yet where- 


ever it does fall, the effect is fatal and in- 
evitable. This earthly fabric at once gives = 


y and we inſtantly tumble 3 into ruins. 


GRADUAL e are the 8 of 


life, and the advances of our deſtroying 
enemy ſlow and unperceivable; but we 
| ſcarcely ever fail to be haraſſed beforehand, 
by thoſe direful meſſengers and inſtruments 
of death, torture of body and agony of : 
ſoul. Sickneſs and debility generally make 
Way for a long train of miſerable attend- 
ants, that uſher in with awful ſolemnity | 


this great King of terrors. At that im- 
portant criſis the finiſhing hand i 18 put to 
this ſtate of probation. Then will our ac- 


counts be at once cloſed, and ſo they muſt 
remain to the general judgment, without 
the leaſt power of change on our part, By 
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them therefore alone is our eternal doom 
to be determined: by them alone ſhall we 
be conſigned over, either to the favour or 


diſpleaſure of the Almighty, and that too, 
tremendous thought! for ever and ever. 


Tel ws things to be learnt from the 


ſoft whiſpers of our own breaſts: theſe are 
leſſons, which our own reaſon teaches us 
aloud: theſe are thoſe weighty matters, 
which are warranted by the unqueſtionable 
teitimony of our own e 


Bur we have a yet ſurer method of in- 


formation, even the lively oracles of that 
God, whoſe word cannot be falſified, and 


whoſe promiſes will moſt aſſuredly be made 
ng: 


THz life of man is repreſented in Scrip- 


ture as a dream that vaniſheth, a cloud 
that ſoon paſſeth away, a vapour that is 
diſſipated at once, and ſeen no more: ſuch 


M4 plain 
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plain ſimilitudes, as denote it to be of 5 
very fleeting nature and uncertain continu- | 
ance. Our abode upon earth is there ſaid 
to be © as a ſhadow, that fleeth and never 
remaineth in one ſtay.” Man we are told, 
is like unto vanity ; © his days are as graſs, 

and as the flower of the field: for the 

wind paſſeth over it, and it is gone; and 
the place thereof knoweth it no more.“ 

e therefore the advice of the Royal 
Preacher; ; © whatſoever thy hand findetn 
to do, do it with thy might; for there i is 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wiſdom. in the grave, whither thou goeſty”'* 
for, in the place where the tree falleth, 
there it ſhall be. Hear what a venerable 
Apoſtle, one of thoſe authorized meſſengers 
of heaven, has declared; « jt is appointed 
unto all men once to die, and after this, 
the judgment ;+ when the Lord the righte- 
ous judge {ſhall render to every man, ac- 
cording to his deeds :” Attend to what the 


* Eccles. IX. 10. XI. 3. ieh IX. 27. 
Saviour 
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Saviour of mankind has himſelf publiſhed 


to the world, concerning the event of hu- 


man life; Marvel not at this: for the hour 


is coming, in which all that are in the 


graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the 


reſurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the reſurrection of dam- 


| nation.* 


Now theſe things were written for the 


admonition of us all. We are too apt to 
ſubdue the ſuggeſtions of conſcience, to 
, ſtifle all infinuations from within, that di- 
rect to our ſpiritual welfare, by our vehe- 
ment and inordinate attachment to the 


things of this life. We are very prone 
either ſo to diſtract ourſelves with the 
cares, or entangle ourſelves with the in- 
tereſts, or immerſe ourſelves i in the pleaſures 


of the world ; as to be generally regardleſs 
of the calls of duty, and the concerns of 


* John v. 28, 29. 
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religion. We ſeldom mind, what experi- 
ence telleth us of the ſhortneſs and the un- 
certainty of life; or pay any attention to 
what reaſon ſays of the durableneſs of that 
unchangeable ſtate, that is immediately to 
enſue. Though we have daily before our 
| eyes perpetual remembrancers of our own 
mortality, and we cannot but know, that : 
this is the only time, we are to have, for 
| the proof of our innocence, and for the 
trial of our virtue; yet ſuch objects and 
| ſuch conſiderations moſt frequently paſs by 
us unregarded; or if they do at firſt make 
ſome impreſſion upon our minds; this im- 
preſſion. is ſo faint and tranſient, that it 
| ſoon vaniſheth away, or is at once ſet aſide 


buy every the leaſt trifle or vanity of life. 


- OuR gracious God therefore, out of his 
abundant kindneſs and mercy to us, has 
vouchſafed to inſtruct us by his Scriptures, | 
what is the main buſineſs he expects at our 
hands; and to urge us to the er diſ- 
patch | 
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patch of it by the rewards of his promiſes, 
or by the terrors of his threatnin g. 


To induce us therefore to a compliance 
with the gracious intentions of our God; 


I ſhall point out, of what ſingular uſe and 


benefit conſiderations on our latter end and 
the circumſtances of it may be to us in 


the courſe of our lives, if they are attend- 


ed to, with that ſeriouſneſs and earneſtneſs : 


of A which they Toy: deſerve, 


N F REQUE r and ſerious ll on 


death will diſpoſe us to live in a conſtant 
expectation of it. The ſtrange conduct of | 
great part of mankind in this reſpect is 
juſt matter of concern to the tender feel- 


ings of humanity. They are as heedleſs 


and unmindful of this important affair, as 


if they were no ways intereſted in the event 


- of it. In all other caſes of worldly mo- 
ment they never fail to keep the main 


point ſteadily i in view, and to ſhew the ut- 
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moſt ſollicitude about the iſſue of it. The 
avaricious and wordly minded never loſe 
ſight one moment of the object of their 
wiſhes, ſordid as it is. The ambitious are 
ever aſſiduouſſy intent on the glittering 
Phantom of glory, however vain and inſig- 
nificant. The voluptuous are no leſs anxi- 
ous and importunate in queſt of pleaſure 
and ſenſual gratifications, though ſo utterly 


beneath the dignity, and ſo much debaſing 


the nature of man. The approach of death 


is that point alone of all others moſt diſ- 


regarded; though of all others it is that 


point, which is of the laſt conſequence and 
of the higheſt conſideration. 


AND no wonder, that men are thus 


wildly ſeduced through every period of life, 
_ inſecure of their being, and yet inſenſible 


of their danger ; ſo long as they give them- 


ſelves no leiſure to reflect, that they are 
daily travelling towards the chambers of. 


death, and that the more unexpected the pe- 5 
riod 
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7 riod of this our journey is, the more un- 
welcome it needs muſt prove, Whereas if 
due attention is paid to the uncertainty of 
| life, and the perpetual advances of death 
upon us were made matter of ſerious me- 
ditation, and became the frequent employ- 
ment of our thoughts, this muſt incline us 
to live always in expectation of that, which 
we know not how ſoon may arrive: The 
great benefit of which will be, that we ſhall 
never ſuffer ourſelves to be unprepared for 
fo fatal an event; nor leave a concern of 
ſuch mighty Iniþortance unprovided for. 


A due preparation and proper proviſion 
1 will extract at once the ſting of death, miti- 
gate the pain of dying, and vanquiſh all the 
terrors of it. Great part of the deſpon- 
dency and anguiſh of mind, which men are 


W apt to feel at the approach of death, ariſes 
. from a recollection of their paſt careleſſneſs | 


and unconcernedneſs about it. They be- 
gin then to think, that they have been 
triflin g 
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trifling away their time all along, in purfüit 
of vanities, and wearying themſelves with 
inceſſant toil after ſuch kind of things, as 
cannot profit them. They perceive the de- 
luſive charms of wealth, of pleaſure, and 
of glory are all vaniſhed and gone. All : 
that is in the world, the luſt of the fleſh, the 
luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life begin 
then to pleaſe no more. They find their 
attachments to the things of this life quite 


_ diſlolved and at an end; and at a time 


when all outward comforts fail, they are 
ſenfible of no manner of ſupport from 
within. Nothing occurs to their thoughts, 
but ſevere and excruciating reflections on 
their paſt folly and miſcarriages; which 
muſt create the ſoreſt and moſt oppreſſive 

of all human ills, ſuch bitter pangs of ſelf- 

condemnation and remorſe, as are ſufficient 


to overwhelm the ſinking ſoul with wretch⸗ 


edneſs. And what will be no flender addi- 
tion to their miſery, a certain miſgiving and 
ne. of heart, and an horrible dread 
I takes 
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takes poſſeſſion of their minds, at the con- 

ſeiouſneſs of dying in an unprepared ſtate, 
and ſo expoſing themſelves to they know 
not what loſs and hazard, which nothing 


they have done or can now do will ever 
7 compeniate or retrieve, 


Bur the e perſons at tber . 
parture out of life, have none of theſe a- 
larming fears, none of this grievous diſ- 
quiet to encounter. This world has al- 
ways been conſidered by Them as a paſſage 
to the chambers of the grave, and death 
as their ſure guide and conductor thither ; 


and being thus familiarized- to their 


thoughts it puts on a leſs dreadful appear- : 


ance; and the ſenſe of being in a condition 


not unfit to die, and the approbation of 

their own conduct thereupon, cannot fail 5 
to adminiſter ſuch freſh ſtrength and con- 
ſolation, as will enable them to paſs 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
without horror or dejection of Spirit. 
x es 
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A happineſs how truly defireable! A ſi- 
tuation moſt earneſtly to be wiſhed, at this 
ſevere tryal of our nature! 21850 


War methods then will be moſt avail- 

able to this purpoſe, muſt be a conſideration 

well worthy our moſt fixed attention, and 
moſt ſerious . 


TIERE remembrance of a well-ſpent life i 18 
the only effectual remedy againſt the fears 
and the pain of death. But a life cannot 
be well ſpent, except in the paths of virtue 
and religion. Where theſe unerring guides 
conduct our deſigns, and favour our pur- 
ſuits, there and there only we live to any 
good purpoſe; there we maintain the dig- 
_ nity of our nature; there we anſwer the 
end of our being. 


 MosT certainly v we were not 8 mere- 
ly for the indulgence of our carnal appe- 
tites, to eat and to drink, and to take our 
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fill of ſenſual delights. Theſe brutal plea- 
ſures put us on a level only with the Beaſts, 
that periſh. Doubtleſs we were framed for 
more excellent enjoyments, for the contem- 
plation of God, for the knowledge of the 
wonderful works of his Providence and 

Grace, for promoting the happineſs of our 
fellow- creatures, and for ſecuring the ſal- 
vation of our own immortal ſouls. Theſe 
are the true and great concerns of ſuch rea- 
ſonable creatures, as we are. Theſe are _-- 
the ſpiritual employments for which alone 


= we were ſent into this lower world. And 


all this is only to be effected, by a virtuous 
and religious conduct. 


A life of piety and holineſs is the moſt 
illuſtrious inftance, we can give, of our 
ſtudious concern for the advancement of 
God's glory. It is the beſt preſervative of 
the happineſs of others, and the moſt effica- 
cious means we can uſe, for the attainment 
of our own. For it ſhews in the moſt 
1 ex- 
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exemplary manner the ſuperiour excellence 
and dignity of our nature. It manifeſts 
in the nobleſt way the power, the wiſdom, | 


the goodneſs, and the majeſty of Heaven. 


It eſtabliſhes moſt firmly peace on earth 
and good-will amongſt men; and it places 

us more immediately under the protection 
and the favour of the Almighty. 


Now theſe — ts will furniſh 
us with ſuch a perpetual ſpring of pure 
. conſolation, as cannot fail to miniſter 
ſtrength and ſpirits enough, to bear us up 
under every calamitous and trying circum- 
ſtance of life. This ground of hope and 
rejoicing will be ſo far from deſerting us on 
the bed of ſickneſs, or at the hour of death, 
as all earthly comforts are ſure to do, when 
we want them moſt, that it will then collect 


new force and unwonted vigour. For con- 


ſider ; what can more powerfully ſupport 

and refreſh us in our dying moments, than 
this ſelf-complacency of ſoul, that we have 
| en- 
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endeavoured all our life long, to do juſtly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
* our God”; that we have gone through our 
appointed taſk cheerfully and faithfully ; - 

that we have nothing to dread from the diſ- 
pleaſure of our Maſter, nothing to expect 


but the reward of our honeſt labours, in 


that ſtate, which we are juſt entering upon, 
3 where all our fears and labours ſhall ceaſe; 


where there ſhall be no more death, neither 


3 forrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be - 

; any more pain; but one continued ſcene of 

8 everlaſting peace and j joy, one uninterrun*: a 
courſe of happineſs eter" 
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ROM. VIII. 28. 


— me hnow that all things —_ o- 
gether * good 70 them, that love - 
God. 


T is a ſingular inſtance of the gracious 

diſpenſations of Providence, that our 
Duty and our Intereſt are ſo cloſely con- 
nected together. The great Governour of 
the World does not exact an unwilling : 


ſubmiſſion, with the ſeverity of an imperi- 
_ ous Maſter ; but ſollicits a cheerful obedi- 


ence, with the tenderneſs and concern of an * 


indulgent Father. Not content with ex- 
erting his own right of Sovereignty, he is 
N 4 ever 
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ever careful to manifeſt to us the great 


reaſonableneſs of what he requireth at our 
hands. He does not think it ſufficient to 
ſatisfy our judgment concerning the right, 
which he hath to our obedience, without 
convincing our reaſon of the expediency of 
our duty, and recommending the! importance 
of it to our choice and eſteem. He hath laid 
indeed his commands upon us, and hath 
enforced his authority with the weightieſt 
ſanctions; but yet his laws are tempered 
and our obedience i is ſweetened with every 
5 ingredient of mercy | and kindneſs. He 
hath rouzed o our fear 3 but he bath excited n 
our love. 


IN truth the love of God is bound upon 


us by all the moſt ſacred tyes of Duty, 


which Nature or Reaſon can ſuggeſt. What- 
ever 18 amiable or excellent in itſelf; what- 
ever is beneficial or valuable to us, appears 


; with diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the nature and 
proceedings of the Almighty. 
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Ir goodneſs and wiſdom, if righteouſ- 


neſs and mercy have any power over the 
wills and underſtandings of men; if the 
experience of preſent bleſſings, or the re- 


membrance of paſt enjoyments, or the 


hopes of future happineſs can work on our 
reaſon or our affections; then certainly we 
have abundant cauſe to love the Lord our 


- CONSIDER the Creation of the world or 


; the Redemption of Man, and obſerve what 
great and wonderful things the Lord our 


God hath done for us. See what a magni- - 


ficence of deſign 1 is ſhewn in all the works 


of Nature! what a juſtneſs and beauty is 
diſplayed i in the execution ! what a profu- 


fion of bleffings is experienced, in the reſult 
and neee b 


REFLECT on the riches of God's good- 


neſs, in the redemption of the World. 
What marvellous condeſcenſion to the in- 
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firmities of Man! what tender compaſſion 


of their miſery! what amazing follicitude 


| for their nn 4 


Wann we behold the ſeveral. parts of : 
| this viſible Syſtem, and regard the end of 
_ the Creation, we cannot fail of having our 

minds impreſſed with admiration, with re- 
verence, with eſteem. But when we con- 

: template the Chriſtian diſpenſation, and 
the means of ſalvation therein preſcribed, 
our hearts muſt need glow and be expand- 
ed, with the moſt exalted ſentiments of 

2 . and love. 


00 AxD what doth the Lai | thy God re- 
quire « of thee for all theſe benefits, which he 
hath done unto thee, but to love the Lord 

my God, with all thy heart and with all thy 
foul, with all thy ſtrength and with all thy 
mind.“ Our love of God ought to be as 
great in its ſincerity, as comprehenſive in 
its extent: it ought to be accompanied with 

as 
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as muck earneſtneſs and zeal, as with ſtea- 
dineſs and perſeverance. It muſt be fer- 

vent and unfeigned: it muſt be entire and 
_ univerſal: it muſt be conſtant, and! it muſt 
bed cheerful. | 


in the extatic violence of affection; e 
moral and rational conduct. It is not the 


effect of nature and paſſion only, but of 


: reaſon alſo. It is warm indeed and lively ; 1 
but it is diſcreet and ſober: vigorous and 


operative, but ſedate and void of oſtenta- 
tion. It breaks not out in the wild ſallies 
of an heated imagination, but iſſues forth 


in ſerious and rational ſtrains of unaffected 


piety. It burſts not forth in the mad ſtarts 
and extravagant rant of the Enthuſiaſt; 


nor dies away in the lukewarmneſs and . 
languor of the mere Religioniſt; but being 


equally removed from both extremes, it 
burns ſerene and ſteady, and yet with a glow 


and energy in the hearts of the Faithful. 
| THE 
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THE love of God, thus characterized and 
5 circumſtanced, will be of great efficacy and 
extent in the conduct of life, and of the 
laſt importance to our happineſs. When 
this principle is once firmly rooted in the 
; breaſt of man and ſprung up to maturity, 
it cannot fail to ſhed forth in great abun- 
dance the ſweet fruits of a religious and 
virtuous obedience. Where the true love 
of God prevails, it becometh a ſovereign 
preſervative againſt ſin, and the moſt pow- 
erful incentive to all goodneſs. In vain 
will Vice, by open aſſault or ſecret artifice, 
aſſail that man, whoſe heart is fixed, be- 
| Og in the Lord. 


Wr are apt, it is natural for us to imi- 
tate thoſe, whoſe excellence and worth have 
rendered them the deſerved objects of our 
approbation and eſteem. We cannot but 
be ſtudious to recommend ourſelves to their 
favour and acceptance, who have juſtly 
eſtabliſhed themſelves a place in our af- 


fections 
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fections. What will it then avail, that 
pride and ambition, fraud and rapine, ex- 


tortion and cruelty lay before us the pro- 
fits and the glories of this world, when we 
are aſſured, that the God, whom we adore, 


«js of purer eyes than to behold i iniquity? rr 
We ſhall deſpiſe and hate every thing, how 
advantageous and honourable ſoever i it may | 


= appear, in the eſtimate of Man, when we 5 
are convinced, that it muſt be odious and 


deteſtable 1 in the e of God. 


AND ar the influence of this per- - 
ſuaſion, we ſhall ever be diſpoſed, to do 
juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 


with God. What effect can the charms 
and blandiſhments of pleaſure have upon 


us, with which luſt and intemperance, de- 


ceit and guile, prophaneneſs and immo- 


rality may flatter our fancies, when we 


know ſuch things are an abomination in 


the fight of that God, whom we love and 5 
ſerve? | 


Non 


220 DISCOURSE VIII. 
"Nor 1s the love of God more the bane 


and deſtrution of wickedneſs, than it 13 
fruitful of piety and virtue. Love is a 
ftrong and active principle, that never fails 


to urge us on to an intercourſe and fa- 


miliarity with its favourite object. What 


fervency then of devotion, in our addreſſes 


to God, muſt the love of him not inſpire 5 


What an earneſtneſs and vehemence of de- 


fire muſt it not create, to keep up the holy | 
communication, by frequent acceſs to him, | 


in Prayer and thankſgiving? ? 


Now a faith and confidence in God, 
thus rooted and grounded in love, will 
furniſh the breaſt with every principle of 
goodneſs, of which the mind of man is 


fuſceptible. It will inſtil into him benevo- 


tence of heart and ſimplicity of manners, 


| Innocence of ſoul and integrity of life. In 
ſhort, it will make © us holy even as he f 18 


holy, in all manner of conver fation.” | 


how can we avoid cheriſhing every good 


thought, 
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Viought, and ſtriving after every good 
| word and work, when we are ſatisfied, that 
the eyes of the Lord, whoſe favour | we 
. covet above all things, are only « over the 7 
righteous, and his ears only open to their 
; prayers?” How can we be willing to pre- 
ſerve a correſpondence with God, in acts 
of piety, when we are ſenſible that our 
hearts are not right with him; but muſt 


5 feel many miſgivings of conſcience, for 
: failure in iR of obedience? - 


Aub jf, through. the weakneſs and 


. frailty of Nature, and the prevalence and . 


ſtrength of Temptations, we are at any 5 
time inclined to deviate from our duty; 'S 
we have juſt reaſon to expect ſome extra- 
| ordinary ſupplies and ſupport, from the 
Spirit of God, if we ſincerely love him; 
whoſe holy influence and ſuggeſtions will 
infuſe into our ſouls every grace and every 
virtue, and lead us on imperceptibly to all 
5 goodneſs. 


= 
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BUT leſt theſe conſiderations ſhould not 
have moment enough to incline us to our 


duty; the Lord of life has-thrown into the 


ſcale an additional weight, that ſtill more 
nearly concerns us. He hath made our 
intereſt our duty. We know, ſays the 


Apoſtle, that all things work together for 


g _ to them, that love God,” ret] n 


Ir is a mighty encouragement and re- 


_ commendation of the love of God, that it 


| not only proves our bounden duty, but alſo 1 


is in fact our reaſonable ſervice. Z We are 


undoubtedly under great obligations to love 
the Lord our God, from a knowledge of 


his glorious perfections, and from the 
ſenſe of thoſe manifold favours, which he 


has beſtowed, in the creation of the world 


and redemption of mankind. But we have 


ſtill farther inducements to the practice of 


this duty, from conſiderations of the ex- 
pediency and uſefulneſs of it. The various 


and intereſting motives to this divine love, 


which 
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which Nature may ſuggeſt, are ſtrengthen- 
ed and enlivened by Experience, warranted 


and confirmed by Revelation. 


Ras ox may inſtruct us, that we are 


here abſolute dependants upon Providence 
and hold every thing, we poſleſs, merely at 
the will and pleaſure of Heaven. Our life 
with all its bleſſings is at the ſovereign diſ- 
poſal of the Almighty. It is then moſt aſ- 
ſuredly of infinite concernment, to ſecure 
the good-will and approbation of that Be- 


ing, from whom muſt be derived all our 


happineſs. Nothing undoubtedly can be 
more efficacious in this reſpect, than an un- 
feigned love of him, manifeſted by an hearty 
ſenſe and thankful acknowledgment of his 
benefits. 


Hz, who takes care to be the friend of | 
God, has juſt reaſon to expect, that God 


will be his friend. Now one eſſential part | 
of true friendſhip I is a ſimilitude of man- 
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224 DISCOURSE v. 
ners, ariſing from a warmth/and conſtancy 
of affection. If we ſincerely endeavour 


therefore after a likeneſs with God, in a 
religious and virtuous conduct ; and pay a 


due regard to his authority and laws, out of 
a principle of love; this filial confidence 
and reverential awe muſt render him re- 
gardful of us, in all his diſpenſations; and 
induce him to ſhew us s marks of his favour 


and TOS (58 


Ti HE nh of this „ is Fappart- | 
ed by fact and experience. Who ever har- 
dened himſelf againſt God, and proſpered ? ? 
Conſult the publick Annals of Nations; 
examine the private lives of Individuals, 
and it will be generally found, that unhap- . 


pineſs has attended the Ungodly. Their 
peace hath oftentimes been deſtr oyed; 


and their defigns have been blaſted and ruin- 


ed, by ſome ftrange and unexpected venge- 
_ ance, or by ſome ſecret and unaccountable 
calamity. | 5 
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Hr AvEN never fails to pour out the bit- 
ter cup of its fury on that Man, who 


« careth not for God; neither is God in all 
his thoughts”. Mark the Libertine, and be- 
hold the Scoffer; for the end of that man 
is miſery. What diſcompoſure of ſpirits, : 
what difſatisfaRtion of mind, and miſgivings = 
of heart, do the Impious and Prophane at 
certain times experience, during their ſinful 


conduct? They are frequently alarmed with 


 frightful and torturing apprehenfions, as 
Belſhazzar was, amid their ſcenes of riot 
and voluptuouſneſs. And theſe apprehen- 


ſions are continually gaining ground, 


through the gradual decline of life, and are 
commonly ſeen at laſt to overwhelm the ä 
ſoul with wretchedneſs. | 


de be the bleſſedneſs of the contrary 


f Character. What ſweet complacency and 

ſerene joy poſſeſſes that breaſt, where the 
graces of Piety conſtantly reſide? Devotion 

ſpreads over the mind ſuch a fervour of 
6 0 2 ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, and infuſes into the ſoul ſuch a glow 


of heart, as is apt to create an inward de- 
light beyond expreſſion. Piety naturally 


Inſpires confidence and precludes anxiety: | 
The former keeps off fear; the latter pre- 


vents a great degree of wretchedneſs. - 


WIUAT diſturbance then can that man 
meet with, or rather what delight and ſatis- 
faction of mind does he not experience * 
who boldly truſts in the Lord, in full aſſu- 
rance of his favour and protection; who 
looks up to Heaven in every ſtep of his 
conduct, with cheerfulneſs and gratitude, 
having a well- grounded and joyous ex- 
pectation of the bleſſings of Providence; 
and with meek reſignation and untroubled 
ſpirit, patiently awaits the various events 


of things? 


7 


THis holy confidence is increaſed, and 
theſe pious hopes are enlivened and con- 


firmed by the authority of God himſelf. 


The 
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The Scriptures inform us, that godlineſs i 1s 
great gain, being intitled to extraordinary 


privileges by promiſe, both in the life that 
now is and in that which is to come; but 


that perdition awaiteth the ungodly. For 


cethe wrath of God is revealed from hea- 
ven againſt all ungodlineſs . We are there 
told, that no good thing will the Lord 
— withhold from thoſe that lead a godly life; 
that he forſaketh them not, nor will leave 
them deſolate; but they are preſerved for 
ever; and there ſhall be given unto them 
their hearts deſire. For the Angel of the 
Lord encampeth round about them, to bleſs 8 
them and to deliver them, in the needful 5 


time of trouble”. Indeed the Moral part of 


the ſacred Writings abounds every where 
with precepts and exhortations and pro- 
miſes of this ſort; and theſe declarations 


are exemplified * a variety of inſtances, 1 in 
the en 
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Law this expectancy then ſtir us up 
with all diligence to furniſh our breafts 
with the love of God. Let 'this perſua- 
ſion animate us to ſerve our Maker with 
conſtancy, with ſincerity, and with ferven- 
cy. The former principle cannot fail of 
being eſtabliſhed in our hearts, by a fre- 
quent and due confideration of the works 
of his hands and the ways of his Provi- 
dence. To the latter conduct we ſhall 
be forcibly led, by a conſciouſneſs, that it 1 
is che only ſure method of deriving the 5; 
bleſſings of Heaven upon us, and render- |}. 
| ing our Honeſt endeavours efficacious and | 1 
ſucceſsful, 2 VV 8 5 
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| Tux tranſcendant excellence of the Di. 
vine nature, when once it becomes the object L 
of our thoughtful contemplation, cannot 
but affect our hearts and challenge our re- 
; gard. Who can meditate upon a Being, all. 
perfect and all-ſufficient, without much 
admiration and awe? Who can help being 
e ee 
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ſtruck with wonder and reverence, when he 
ſeriouſly reflects on that God, who is a- 
bout his bed, and about his path, and ſpieth 
out all his ways“; before whoſe continual 
preſence even the diſpoſitions and intentions 
of his mind can find no place of concealment? | 
Who muſt not be filled with filent adora- 
tion at the thoughts of that ſupreme Go- 
vernour, whoſe dominion knows no boun- 
dary; and yet is exereiſed according to the 
? exacteſt rules of univerſal and ever-laſting 
: righteouſneſs? But when we conſider this 
Lord of immenſe Sovereignty and of un- 
erring Rectitude, as concerned for our wel- 
fare and ſtudious of our happineſs; when 
we behold, that he has in fact provided for 
our ſubſiſtance with all that profuſion of 
| iberality, which the wants or the cravings 
of our Nature can require; when we ob- 
ſerve, that he has guarded the abundance 
-of our poſſeflions and ſecured the perma- 
-nence of our enjoyments with all the cau- 


tion and tenderneſs of a Father, what 
0 4 tranſ. 
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tranſports of love muſt needs ſeize our 
breaſts, at ſuch endearing Ro of good- : 


neſs and beneficence? 


Bur our love of God. "ot — with 
redoobled vehemence, our affection towards s 
the great Governour of the world muſt be 
exalted to the higheſt pitch of gratitude 
and joy, if there is any goodneſs .of heart, 
any ſenſibility of nature reſident within us; 
when we receive this farther information 

of the gracious intentions and exceeding 
great loving-kindneſs of our Creator and 
Redeemer; namely, that a Ranſom 1s laid 


down for that forfeiture of happineſs, 


which our iniquities had incurred; that 
an expiation therefore will be accepted 
of our paſt offences; that a claim to im- 
puted righteouſneſs for our not unſin- 
ning obedience will be aſſerted at the tri- 
bunal of our Judge ; and a title irrever- 
ſible determined 1 in our favour to an in- 


5 heritance 1 in that kin gdom of bleſſed neſs, 
pre e- 
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Prepared for us from the foundation of 
the world. 72 e 


No wif theſe fair and honeſt motives of 


an ingenuous breaſt ſhould make no-im- 
preſſion, in exciting our love towards God; 
yet joined to conſiderations of our inter- . 
eſt and our ſafety they muſt ſurely prevail 
and become effectual. We have an aſſur- 
ance from the lively oracles of God, that al! 
the benevolent methods, that have been = 
proſecuted either for our preſervation and 

comfort in this terreſtrial abode, or for our 

-falvation and happineſs in the celeſtial re- 


gions, are only conditional: they merely 


.depend upon our ſhewing ourſelves ſenſible 
of theſe divine favours, by acts of love and 
of obedience. However had the Scriptures, 
which indeed are full and deciſive in this 
matter, been altogether filent ; yet our own 

_ conſcience t Sive us the ſame kind of 
55 intelligence. 


232 DISCOURSE VII. 
No reaſonable and conſiderate man can 
have preſumption to imagine, that for- 
tune will be made favourable to his wiſhes, 
and ſucceſs be directed to crown his la- 
bours, while he lives at variance with his 
Creator and Governour; while he continues 
unregardful of the bountifulneſs of the 


| moſt indulgent Father, and entertains no 


cordial affection for the friendſhip and fa- 
vour of that moſt righteous Lord, who is 
the fountain of happineſs and the ſovereign 
diſpoſer of every good thing. Such diſin- 
genuous behaviour on our part, ſuch un- 
generous return for the multitude of mer- 
cies, we have experienced at his hands, 
can be ſuppoſed to have no other intend- 
ment, at leaſt can fairly bear no other in- 
terpretation, than a contemptuous ſlight 
and ſhameful indignity to the beſt of bene- 
factors; a diſpoſition of heart defervedly 
reputed of the worſt malignity; a con- 
duct of life juſtly deemed full of baſeneſs 
and all iniquity. Now whether this moſt 
e un- 


be, 3 
N 
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233 


unworthy and infamous treatment of our 
Maker and Preferver is a tkely meaſure 
for the obtaining Divine bleffings, or 
not rather a certain method to raife the 
indignation of the moſt merciful of Be- 
ings, and procure the refentment of the 
? Almighty, I may leave to the equitable 


judgment and decifi on of the Unprejuttical 
mind. 


ov let this uſeful denies attend : 
us, in all our deliberations ; ; the nobleſt 
object of rational contemplation i 1s the will 
of our Maker and the works of his Provi- 
| debe the moſt momentous con cern, and 
the moſt important occupation of human f 
life is the attainment of that knowledge, D 
and the perſeverance in that practice, which 
may beſt recommend us to the approbation : 
and favour of the nnn. 


Wh THE more we diſcern of the power and 
the v wiſdom and the goodneſs of God, the 
ſtron der 
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234 DISCOURSE vn. 


| ſtronger inducements ſhall we have to love 
and adore him. The more earneſtly we 
cheriſh this affection of mind and this diſ- 
poſition | of ſoul, the fuller aſſurance we 
: muſt have of happineſs i in this preſent life, 
under the favour and protection of Heaven, 
and the firmer hopes of eternal bleſſedneſs, 


in the world which i is to come, 
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DISCOURSE IX. 


MATT. IX. 2. 


"it Be of good cheer, thy fins be for- 


E ven thee. 


MONG the manifold ils of human ; 
life, no one is more afflicting in its 


nature, more durable in its impreſſions, 
more extenſive in its influence, than the 
ſenſe of guilt and the dread of puniſhment. 


Every man's breaſt is furniſhed with ſuch 


a faithful monitor and incorrupt judge, as 
ſuffers not his conduct to paſs unobſerved, 


and fails not to cenſure and reprove what 
is done amiſs. And from the power of 


this governing principle neither the high 


condition of the Rich and Great, nor the 
ob- 


258 DISCOURSE IX. 
obſcure circumſtances of the Mean and In- 


digent can plead exemption. Every con- 
dition of life from the Palace to the Cottage 
is ſubject to it, The untutored minds of 
: the Barbarous nations of the world are no 
leſs ſenſible of the power of conſcience, 


than the improved underſtandings of 8 


more Civilized and Learned. Thoſe, who 
have lived under the melancholy gloom of 
Paganiſm, have theſe inward feelings not 
leſs than Thoſe, who have enjoyed the broad = 
| and comfortable light of the us 


TEE remorſe and — of an evil 5 
edinſciedce ſeize the heart of man with a 
rigour and obſtinacy not to be mollified ; 
and penetrate ſo deep, as never to be ex- 
5 tirpated. This torment and reſtleſſneſs of 
mind is perpetually | mixing itſelf with all 
6ur'concerns, with every employment and 
amuſement of our lives. Neither the ar- 
dent purſuit of glory in the Ambitious, nor 
the FRY of dftraciing cares in the 
Worldly 
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Worldly-minded, nor the mirth and riot- 
ous living of the Voluptuous, can fo far 
ſubdue theſe mighty impreſſions from with- 
in, as to leave the ſoul ! in a ſtate of eaſe 
and tranquillity. In vain do men endeavour 
by any human artifice to obtain peace, ſo | 
long as the conſciouſneſs of their crimes 
| remains. We have as it were a tribunal 
erected within ourſelves, where judgment 
being once paſſed, a man' s own tortur- 
ing thoughts, like ſo many officious fer- : 
vants of juſtice, will be ever-afliduous in 
executing the ſentence of condemnation. 
And the agonizing pain of ſelf· conviction- 
like the tremendous ſignal upon the wall, 
DE the ftartling ſummons to the rich fool 5 
in the Goſpel, will deſtroy the ſatisfaction 
of the choiceſt bleſſings of life. Under 
theſe afflictive circumſtances the deepeſt 


penetration and the moſt conſummate 


knowledge, or the firmeſt reſolution and 
ſtouteſt magnanimity will be little avail- 
able to our comfort.. The more intrepid 
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and heroic of mortals ſink under the preſ⸗ 
ſure of this grievous burden, as well as the 


more timid and effeminate. However averſe 


we may be with the conceited Stoic to ac- 


knowledge pains of body to be an evil; 8 
however able we may be to endure it: yet 
a wounded ſpirit will at once convince a 
man, that the ſenſe of guilt is a real ca- 
Oe” The ſublime Roman mn. who 


* The conduct of Poſidonius beider 1 renown- 


ed Roman is a flagrant inſtance of affectation and 


hypocriſy. His own feelings betrayed, what his 
vain-glory laboured to difſemble. 


E Id dicam quod ſolebat narrare Paropels,: ſe, 
cùm Rhodum veniſſet decedens ex Syria, audire 
voluiſſe Poſidonium; ſed cum audiſſet eum gravi- 


ter eſſe ægrum, quod vehementer ejus artus labo- 


rarent; voluiſſe tamen nobiliſſimum philoſophum 


viſere, quem cum vidiſſet et ſalutaviſſet honorificis- 
qu e verbis proſecutus eſſet, moleſteque ſe dixiſſet 
e 


rre, quod eum non poſlet audire : at ille, Tu 


vero, inquit, potes; nec committam, ut dolor cor- 


poris efficiat, ut fruſtrà tantus vir ad me venerit. 


Itaque narrabat eum graviter et copioſè de hoc 
 Ipſo, nihil eſſe bonum niſi quod eſſet honeſtum, 


cubantem diſputaſſe: cumque quaſi faces ei doloris 


admoverentur ; ſæpè dixiſſe, Nihil agis, Dolor : 
quamvis ſis moleſtus, nunquam te eſſe confitebor 
malum. Cic. Tuſc. Diſp. II. 24: 


OO ſeems 


DISCOURSE IX. 24 
ſeems to have well ſtudied the inward 
workings of human nature, and ſcourges 
his countrymen with an honeſt indigna- 
tion and juſt ſeverity for the flagitiouſneſs 
of their lives, adviſes his friend not to think 
of avenging the villany of the perſon, who 
had injured him; but to leave him to him- 
ſelf, and to the torturing laſhes of his o.] n 
mind, Conſcience like an incenſed Fury be- 
ing perpetually at hand, to fil his ſoul with 
horror and anguiſh beyond all ſufferance.* 
And the Scriptures have confirmed the ; 
opinion of this intelligent and virtuous 
Heathen, by repreſenting under the moſt 
— Cur tamen hos Tu 
5 Evafiſt putes; quos diri conſcia facti 
_ Mens habet attonitos, et ſurdo verbere cædit 


Occultum quatiente Animo Tortore flagellum. - 
Juv. Sat. XIII. v. 192. 


To the ſame effect is that obſervation of Lucretius; 3 


Sed metus in vita pœnarum pro malefactis 
Eſt inſignibus inſignis, ſceleriſque luela 
Carcer, et horribilis de ſaxo jactus deorſum 
Verbera, Carnifices, Robur, Pix, Lamina, Tædæ: 
Quæ tamen et fi abſint; at Mens fibi conſcia facti 
Præmetuens, adhibet ſtimulos torretque flagellis. 
De Rer. Nat. III. 10271032. 


P'2 lively 


242 DISCOURSE N. | 
lively and affecting images, the extreme 
miſery of the Wicked, from the painful ap- 
prehenſions of their own guilty br caſts. : 


Tar. the mind of man, in this imper- 
fect ſtate of our nature, ſhould be free from 
the ſenſe of guilt, is a thing not to be 
expected. Such is our ſituation in this . 
world]; ſo ſeducing and deluſive 3 is the ap- 7 
pearance « of Vice; fo great is the imbecillity 2 4 
of human reaſon; ſo many and prevailing : 4 
are the frailties of human nature, that we ; 
cannot but ſay with the Apoſtle, © In many 

things we offend All, and fall ſhort of our 
duty.” The beſt performances of the moſt | 
upright among men have ſo notable imper- 
fections; and their failings are ſo frequent 
and various, as render them incapable 5 
an unſinning obedience. The information, 
which the Scri iptures have given us in this 


1 matter, ſeems not to be an undue exagge- 
ra ation. Reaſon and experience may teach 
us the fame thing,” Who can ſay, I have 

made 
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made my heart clean? I am pure from ſin? 


There is not a juſt man upon carth, that 
: doeth good and ſinneth not“. 


| Tur SE then 532 the circumſtances of 
all ſeriouſneſs and attention of mind, 


By what methods our fins againſt 


heaven may be forgiven; in what man- 
ner the anger of an offended God may be 
appeaſed. 


| 


IT is in vain to pleaſe ourſelves with the 4 


fond expectation of ungodly and fooliſh 
men, by aſking, How doth God know ? 
is there knowledge i in the moſt high”? or 


to flatter ourſelves with the vain hopes of 


impunity, by thinking, that ſurely a merci- 
ful God will not be ſo rigorous with his 
; frail creatures, as to puniſh them for their 
tranſgreſſions, «will not be extreme to 


: mark what 1 18 done amiſs” ; The vehement 
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and pathetic expoſtulations of the wiſe and 
good Pfalmiſt with theſe fort of men has 
ſufficiently expoſed their ignorance and 
miſtake in one reſpect: He, that planted 
the ear, mall he not hear? He, that formed 
the eye, ſhall he not ſee”? * And the other 
part of their errour is as clearly refuted by 
the open confeſſion of a Patriarch, ſhall 
not the judge of all the earth do right” ? + 
a and by the expreſs declaration of a Prophet, 
« that God is of purer eyes, than to behold 
iniquity.” # The Roman orator, that great 
- Oracle of human reaſon, may inform us, 
that there is an eternal and immutable 
Law, which calls us to duty by command- 
ing, and deters us from ſin by forbidding ; 
which comprehends all nations at all times 
under one common maſter and governour 
of all, God; who is the inventor, the pro- 
| pounder, | the enactor of this law; and 
whoſoever obeys it not, muſt firſt renounce 
| himſelf, throw off the nature of man, and 
Palm * 9. + Gen, XVIII. 25. 1. Habak. L 13. 
ſubject 
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ſubject himſelf perpetually to the fear of 
_ puniſhment”.* 


Bur however men may diſregard the 
| ſpeculative reaſonings of a Philoſopher ; 5 
however they may not attend to the more 
explicit admonitions of God's word: yet 
ſtill they find an Inſtructor lodged in their 

own breaſts, the force of whoſe counſel and 
reproof they are not able to elude. The 
awakening calls of this Guide of human 
life will oftentimes excite the attention of : 


A deſcription. well deſervitig the encomium, 
which Lactantius has paſſed upon it. 

If we may judge according to the Adage, ex 

pede Herculem, and from the fragments, that re- 
main, form an opinion of that treatiſe de Repub- 
lica, compoſed by ſo conſummate a maſter of 
Reaſon and Policy, it is no wonder we hear of 
complaints in the learned world, for the loſs of to 
valuable a part of literature. 

Suſcipienda igitur Dei lex eſt, quæ nos ad hoc 
iter dirigat, illa ſancta, illa ccœleſtis, quam Marcus 
Tullius in libro de Repub. tertio pene divinà voce 

depinxit — Quis Sacramentum Dei ſciens tam ſig- 
nificanter enarrare legem Dei poſſit, quam illam 
homo longe à veritatis notitia remotus expreſſit? 


Lact. Div. Inſt. VI. 5 5 
4 0 - 
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the moſt ſtupid and thoughtleſs. Wicked 
men are naturally apt to grow uneaſy, in 

: their preſent way of life, and begin at length 
to dread the conſequences of their actions; 

— and though they do not heartily believe * 
future ſtate of retribution; yet they become 


miſerably apprehenſive, len a there : 
- ſhould be one... 


As this therefore i is the Nate of human 
natur e; let us next conſider; F 


. War erpedients Reaſon may 15850 


towards the en this natural anxiety 


of mind: 


| II. Wurar remedy. Revelation does pre- 
ſcribe for the cure of it. 


T HERE is not leſs juſtneſs and Nn in 
the general purport and meaning of that 
obſervation of the prophet Eli, than there 


was propriety in the particular application 
oy I 


A 
8 
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of it to the caſe of his own ſons: If one 
man ſin againſt another, the Judge ſhall 
judge him; but if a man ſin againſt the | 

Lord, Who ſhall intreat for him”*? The 5 
utmoſt that the light of Nature has been a- 
ble to diſcover, concerning the expiation of 

guilt, the ſatisfying of the divine juſtice, | 


and the reconciling the offended majeſty of 


Heaven to ſinful man, has been to reſt the 
whole cauſe upon 1 the meritorious nature of 
Repentance and Sacrifice. The Heathen 
ſeems to have repoſed all his hope and con- 
fidence in the Latter method of reconcilia- 
tion; and the Former is the ſole refuge and 
conſolation of Modern x Infidelity. 


THERE micht be ſubſtantial reaſons for 
the inſtitution and continuance of Sacrifice 
in the Patriarchal and Moſaic religions. 
The men, who lived under thoſe Diſpenſa- 
tions, might have juſt en wad afcribing 


#1 Sam. Il. 25. 1 
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248 DISCOURSE IX. 
an extraordinary degree of efficacy to ſuch 
modes of worſhip. But what dependance 
could the Gentile have upon the propitia- 
tory nature of their ſacrifices? What con- 
nexion was there to be found between the 
blood of a Brute Animal and. the expiation 
of Human guilt? What peculiar relation 
was there ſubſiſting, between the Perſon, | 
| who ſacrificed, and the devoted Victim, that 
the one might be reaſonably ſubſtituted in 
the place of the other? How could it be 
ſuppoſed that the great Lord of heaven and 
carth ſhould take delight i in the blood of 


bulls, and of goats, or in the fat of fed 
| beaſts? or that there ſhould be ſo much . 


virtue in the deſtroying the life of an inno- 
cent beaſt, as to reconcile an offended God 
3 to the vicious perſon, who offered it. 


I the pure dictates of reaſon alone had 
been attended to, the ſacrificing innocent 


creatures for the ſake of the guilty, unleſs 
they voluntar ily devoted themſelves to that 


-_ ” 


Pine 


DISCOURSE 11 249 


purpoſe, muſt have appeared to be rather 
wrong in it ſelf, and injurious to the 


| honour of the Almighty, than a likely 
means of appeaſing his reſentment and re- 
gaining his favour. That therefore Theſe 
Men, who were in all other caſes guided 
by reaſon only, ſhould in this particular 
| inſtance renounce all their avowed prin- 


ciples, and ſo far contradict the ſuggeſtions 


of nature, as to perſiſt i in their extravagant 
| Notions concerning the intrinſic value and 
meritoriouſneſs of facrifice, 1 is to be ration- 


ally accounted for no otherwiſe, than from 
the force and influence of Tradition. And 


the exact conformity between the Pagan 
| nations and thoſe of the Jewiſh People, 
concerning the nature and virtue of bloody 


ſacrifices, and the proper manner of per- 
forming them, evidently ſhews, whence this 


Tradition was originally derived. It was 
| plainly nothing elſe but a ſpecial appoint- | 
ment of God himſelf, firſt delivered to the 
; Patriarchs, and afterwards handed down 


from 
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from age to age, throu gh the ſeveral n na- 
tions a g r of the world. 8, FTE 


r of how little avail theſe ſactifices 
-were in themſelves, towards the removal of 
guilt, may be learnt from the prophets of 

God. Thoſe uncommonly dignified and 

highly commiſſioned perſonages have de- Y 

clared, what indeed reaſon itſelf clearly ſug- 
geſts, that there was nothing i in the mere 

. ſhedding the blood of Beaſts, which could — 
atone for the tranſgreſſions of the Perſon, 
who ſhed it, and recommend him to the 

favour of the Almighty. "Theſe inſtitu- 
5 tions had reſpect to an higher and more 
important appointment of Providence, from 
which alone they derived all their merit 15 
and efficacy. 


NEITHER is there more virtue and me- 
ritoriouſneſs in that other expedient of 
reaſon, which is ſo much magnified by the 
modern Unbeliever, I mean, Repentance. 

en | The 
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The Scriptures indeed have made repent- 
ance an indiſpenſable « condition of pardon. 
And it muſt be owned, the ſtate and diſpo- 
fition of a penitent mind! is in itſelf adapt- 
ed to excite mercy, and to render a man 
in ſome degree capable of forgiveneſs. It 
ſhews a juſt ſenſe of the dignity of the 


5 perſon offended, a true notion of the hein- 


ouſneſs of the crime committed, a proper 

conſciouſneſs and conviction of the duty 
and neceſſity of future obedience. But how 
Repentance alone ſhould be able to wipe 1 
off the ſtains and pollutions of guilt; how 

This ſhould compenſate for paſt offences, 
and ſhould reinſtate a man in that ſame 
degree of favour and acceptance, which had 


been forfeited by his tranſgreſſions, | is not 
caly to compr ehend. 


Mz RE ſorrow for what is paſt, however 


great and unfeigned, which 1s one of the 
conſtituent parts of true repentance, is no 
ſufficient reparation of the 1 injuries done to 


57 N | God 


— à—— p Fug PT mt 17 — wh CY + 0 TN —— ů —U—U—U — — —— a 
— PA et O98 — , 9 
— . i — - - _ 2 


82 
uy 


1 reer — 1 — 69 * 
> 0:7 old IO Eg”, RPA ů ů ———7*r—ñ —-„—-—t— ——— -- ˙ PT Es, I OI 2 - 4 


1 5K 
1.21 


- — —C—  — — . i... 
— — — IDs 2 St apr, > rr ore — 
* * — EO Oy TO II is + > On 4 
=: > n „„ 
* — r 
1 e The. > 


292 DISCOURSE IX. 


God or Man, by an open violation of cher 
laws. The majeſty of the Legiſlator, and 
the honour of his laws give juſtice a kind : 
of claim upon the Offender, and this claim 
is not to be ſatisfied without the inflition 
of condign puniſhment. The conduct of 
the civil Magiſtrate 1 in ſimilar circumſtances 
is a proper illuſtration of this matter. Up- 
on any notorious breach of ſocial duty, the 
Sword of the civil power is unſheathed and 

5 held i in readineſs to execute vengeance. And 

-- 20 preſent remorſe of conſcience, no bitter- 
neſs of ſorrow in the MalefaCtor i is thought : 
a proper atonement for the iniquity of his 
paſt behaviour, or a ſufficient cauſe to ſtay 
the hand of Juſtice. This Proceeding "Ix 
found to be the only ſecurity of human 
laws and human government. And the 
fame kind of procedure appears to be a 
neceſſary vindication and ſupport of the 
divine Legiſlature; ; civil juſtice being only 
one branch of that great ſtream of natural 

juſtice, by which the Divine government is 


ſuſ- 
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ſuſtained, and the order and well-being of 
the Univerſe i 18 preſerved. 


Non does the bcher eſſential part of true 


Repentance, a firm reſolution of amend- 


ment for the future, carry with it any cir- 
cumſtances of a more prevailing and effica- 


cious nature, towards the blotting out of 
man's tranſgreſſions. The relation, which 
the Creature bears to his Creator, exacts 
from the hands of Man an univerſal obedi- ; 
| ence to the laws of God. Obedience then 
for the future i is as much a duty incumbent 
upon us, as obedience in times paſt; and 
of conſequence, the intention and promiſe 7 
of obedience in the former caſe cannot have 
ſo much merit, as to make amends for the P 
want of it in the latter; unleſs it can be 7 


thought, that the performance of duty ! in 
one inſtance is ſufficient to anſwer for the 


violation, or neglect of it in another; than 
which nothing can be imagined more con- 
trary to our diſtinct ideas of Duty and Juſ- 


tice. 
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tice. The making a reſolution of amend- 


ment for the future is nothing elſe, but de- 
termining to pay a due obedience to the 


laws of God, for the time to come. And 


ſurely the reſolving to do, what was a man 8 
indiſpenſable duty, previous to any ſuch | 
reſolution, is a circumſtance of no real 
worth, nor can acquire any juſt title to the | 


5 approbation and favour of God. 


' Tas deſign of n is not merely 

the amendment of the Party offending, or 
an example of terrour to Others: ſome re- 
gard ought to be paid, a great regard! is al- 
ways paid to the authority of the Laws and ; 
the Enactor of them. No.] every breach 


of duty is a direct inſult upon the majeſty 
of Heaven. It implies diſreſpectful notions 


of the perſon of God, and a downright 
contempt of the Divine government. The 


| behaviour therefore of ſinful man does a 
real injury to the honour of the Deity, 
which his inflexible juſtice i is bound to vin- 

ella dicate, 
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digpte.. This. is that guilt, which the mind 
contracts by every wilful deviation from the 
paths of virtue, and becomes itſelf a pro- 
per object of Divine vengeance. What 
then will a reſolution of amendment for 
the future avail in this caſe? Can it re- 
pair the injured honour of the moſt 
High? Can it make ſatisfaction to his of- | 
fended Majeſty? Can it remove that guilt, > 
which i is the inſeparable attendant, on loſt 5 
5 innocence ? 255 : 


"THERE is plainly no aſſurance of pardon. 
| to the ſinner from any thing, which reaſon 
is able to ſuggeſt. Hope indeed he may; 
but his very hopes are built upon no rea- 
yy ſonable foundation. His only reſort muſt 
be to that inexhauſtible fund, the mercy of 
God. But we ſhould do well to conſider, 


that there is a perfect harmony and conſiſ- 


teney between all the attributes of the Di- 
vine nature. There can be no room for 
- mercy, where juſtice calls for vengeance. 
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| And the offences of man ageinſt hi his God 
are of ſuch a nature, as make the interpo- 


ſition of Divine juſtice neceſſary, to vindi- 
cate his honour and his laws. Nothing but 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation can await the ſinful 
ſons of men; unleſs ſome method be dif. 
covered, by which an adequate ſatisfaction 


may be made, for the atrociouſneſs of their 


crimes. 


HRE then appears the great expediency 


of Revelation to ſupply the defects of na- 


tural light. What had been hidden for ages, 
and lay involved in impenetrable dar kneſs; 


What was in vain to be ſought for in the 
acuteſt ſpeculations of the moſt conſum- 
mate Philoſopher; what even exceeds our 
largeſt and moſt ſanguine hopes ; That, the 

great ſtorehouſe of all ſaving knowledge, 


the Scriptures, have expoſed to the view, 


and laid open to the apprehenſion of all 
'mankind. «Chriſt our paſſover is ſacrific- 


ed 
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ed for us”,* by whom we obtain the remiſ- 
ſion of our fins. All we like ſheep have 
gone aſtray : we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the Lord has laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all“. . 


Tn E pr eſumptuous ſpirit of the Unbe- 


Homes may lead him to treat This,as the delu- 
| ſion only of a weak and enthuſiaſtic brain: 
and the prophane Scoffer may be diſpoſed 
to ſpeak of it with contempt and der iſion. 
But upon a ſerious and impartial ſerutiny, 
Theſe will be found to be the words of 
truth and ſoberneſs. For ſay I theſe things 
as a man? or ſay not the Scriptures the 
: ſame things alſo” ? We read in thoſe lively 
oracles of God, that mankind have receiv- 
ed a peculiar virtue and benefit from the 
death and paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. He is 
there repreſented as the Saviour of the 
wd. by laying down bis life for the ſons - 


22 | 15 of 
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of men, by delivering himſelf up as an ob- 


lation for us, and by ſhedding his blood for 
the remiſſion of our ſins. He is ſaid to be 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, to be 
bruiſed for our iniquities, to bear our fins 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf, to purify our 


-natures by his own blood; and to cleanſe 


us from all fin and wickedneſs. He is 


moreover exhibited to us under the cha- 


racter of a Redeemer, one who has given 


his life a ranſom for us, to releaſe us 
from the bondage of ſin; to purchaſe our 
| pardon; to procure our peace and reconcilia- 


tion with God; and to place us in a Rate 


of favour and acceptance with him. Theſe 


and a variety of other expreſſions of a ſimi- 


lar nature ſo fr equently occur in every part 


of the Sacred Writings ; and the deſign of 
Chriſt's coming into the world is ſet forth 
throughout the Scriptures in ſo full, ſo 


plain, and fo uniform a manner, that great 


unfair nels muſt be uſed to pervert the ſenſe 


of paſſages, ſo numerous, and clear, and con- 
ſiſtent 
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fiſtent : no ſmall ſtudy and labour is requi- 


ſite to miſ- interpret their native and obvi- 


ous meaning.“ 


Tuns much at leaſt is evident, that the 


force of theſe expreſſions is ſuch, as all the 
art and ſophiſtry of Socinianiſm i is not able 
to evade, but by ridiculous cavilling and un- 
warrantable explications of them, widely 
differing from their genuine ſenſe, from 
their diſtin&t and proper acceptation. I 


Wnar- | 


hs A great a amongſt the Moderns, whale 


works diſcover indefatigable labour and a deep fund 
of erudition, has ſhewn this at large to the fatis- 
faction, it ſhould ſeem, of every impartial and can- 


did man. He appears indeed to have quite exhauſted 
the ſubject, and to have given a ſolid and final de- 


ciſion to the Controverſy. 


Grotij Defenſio Fidei Chriſtianæ de Satisfactione 


Chriſt adyerſus F auſtum Socinum. 


+ The interpretation, which Socinus and his 
Fellow. labourers have given of the words Ar 


and avlinutgon 1 in the new Teſtament, is one inſtance 


out of many, that might be ſelected from their 


writings, wherein the contentious ſpirit of the Po- 


42 lonian 


* 
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WI ATEVER difficulties therefore e 


ſubtle wits and ſpeculative men may raiſe 
about the nature of vicarious puniſhment: 


however little diſpoſed the Infidel and the 


Socinian 


lonian Brethren and their egregious perverſion of | 


Scripture-language eminently appear. 


Saint Paul has averred ; Eic v Dees, eig a At- | 
| virus Oer xa abe run, due rog Xetos Incvg ; 0 % vc. 


£QuUTOV ail v vTeo TAI — 1 Tim, II, 6. 


And the ſame thing, according to Saint Mat- 


thew, is expreſsly declared by Chriſt himſelf, that 


he came dv TV q ab AuTgov . ur! 10 | 


| Math. N43. - 
Nov - theſe dextrous Controverſialiſts main- 


tain with a ſelt-ſufficiency and obſtinacy, un-open 
to conviction, and in bold defiance of all authority | 


both Sacred and Prophane, that no real ranſom is 
here ſignified, no vicarious ſatisfaction is to be un- 
derſtood; that this only is meant by theſe expreſ- 


ſions, that we are no otherwiſe redeemed by the 


paſſion of Chriſt, than as his doctrine and example 
may be a means of procuring us a bare deliverance 
from ſin and death, by inciting and encouraging our 
own virtuous endeavours | Whereas AuTgov avth 
Tow and avliAurgev ume ravrun, E according 0 
Heſychius, Tina avridoloy d rον Or rail, a 
price laid down as a Subſtitution for another. This 
acceptation of the word Tiyunus is authorized by 
the Septuagint in that paſſage of Leviticus: trev oz 
49 un duręcgal, re HHH ¹ x, To. ri v; And 
this too is conformable to that aſſertion of Saint 
Peter, 


8 


* We r ˙ AAA Ut en I. 8 A ER LIES) = : 0 g . ; 4 "> W 
2 — F 7 Bs 5 5 Fog FL PD A N Kev ork 28 35 c 2 - — . . , y & : : 9 * 35 1 * 
2 WET DIE EEE S 2 DANES 2 e Wang 3 2 2 6s 1A 8 8 LR: 3 r A WESC 1 ES IR : 
N e * n . 0 £ l 2 J ESL > 33 3 39 2 * * e 
ad * 4 * ey * 4 2 wy & 2 — 1 * I 


DISCOURSE IX 261 


: Socini an may | beto admit atrue propitiation, 


IM proper redemption 1 in the death and ſacri- 
fice of Chriſt; let Us learn not to be wiſe a- 
bove that, which is written: let Us, who enjoy 


ſuch 1 


a Peter, drin 8 Claes, doyvels n Xguoig nd 
A r,M 21d] Ws e ανα,ν¹, oe d u Kp 
A Modern Writer, well verſed in the language 
of Antiquity, has collected a variety of inſtances 
to this effect. Chapman's Euſebius. Vol. II. 291. 
Heſychius in another place puts the words &vri- 
dur gor. evribuxa as ſynonymous : Teeiþnua, lays 
by a vTIAUTEO* &vriþuxov. Now that wonderful A- 
- dept i in Literature, Salmaſius, has given this inter, 
pPretation of the word evriþvxov ; Qui pro alio de- 
vovebantur, et alieni fati vicarii ſua ſponte mortem 
: obibant, Græcis &vriþvxo difti, quod animam pro 
anima redderent, which he confirms by a paſſage in 
the Alceſtes of Euripides. And that incompara- 
ble Scholar and Divine, Biſhop Pearſon, in his Vin- 
diciæ Ignatianæ, P. II. 15. has ſhewed this to be true 
beyond all diſpute. 
When therefore it is affirmed of Chriſt by Saint 
Paul, that he was the perſon 5 0 dug tavloy u ov 
u rie mera, it is the ſame thing, as if he had ad, 
according to that much famed Lexicographer, o Ks TI 
Furor uri N T&vTw ñ and fo indeed the beloved 
Diſciple of Chriſt has expreſſed it, o dss Tv cdx 
| abr uTeg TIC Cong Ty 004.8" | 
This caſe amongſt ſeveral others, that are 3 
5 cible from the works of the Polonian Brethren, 
5 ez reaſon to e that they perliſted | in their 


Q4 opinion 
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ſuch happy opportunities of better infor- 
mation in this Enlightened Age, and in this 
great and glorious Land of Liberty, not join 

the Unlearned and the Unſtable in wreſting 
the Scriptures unto our own deſtruction: 
but rather, as it becometh wiſe and ſerious 
men, let us diligently conſider with our- 
ſelves, what good reaſon every true Chriſtian 

has, to apply to himſelf the comfortable 
advice, which was given to the man ſick of 


the palſy; 10 Be of good cheer, * ſins are 
forgiven thee.” 


d opinion of this matter, notwitliſtanding the many 
learned and ſtrong remonſtrances to the contrary, 
rather with deſign to ſhew their art and acuteneſs 
at Diſputation, and their ſkill in compoſition, than 
out of any real conſciouſneſs of the goodneſs of 
their cauſe. 

And to do them 1 it muſt be acknowledged, 
that they have availed themſelves of thoſe particu- 
lars to conſiderable advantage. Biblioth. Fratrum 
Polonorum. Difputatio De Unigeniti Filij Dei 
exiſtentia inter Eraſmum Joannis et F auſtum 
5 Socinum. | 
Socini Diſputatio De Jeſu Chriſti Fi ilij Dei natura 


five efſentia, necnon de peccatorum uu ipſum expi- 
atione. 


CkR- 
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CERTAINLY nothing can adminiſter to 
us greater matter of real conſolation and 
more ſubſtantial joy, than to reflect, that 
notwithſtanding our manifold provocations, 
the anger of the Almighty 1 is ſtill averted 


from us; and our paſt iniquities do not 


5 preclude us from a ſtate of re and fal- 
vation. 


WRETCHED ; wouks be the condition of | 
man, if unſinning obedience was requir- 
ed at his hands, and 1 no atonement or ſatis- 
faction made for thoſe offences, i into which 
the infirmities of human nature may be- 
tray him. He muſt perpetually live under 
the tormenting fears of ſome immediate 
Divine vengeance, or the no leſs miſerable 
expectation of a future judgment. The 
ſenſe of his own guilt and the apprehenſion = 
of the juſt diſpleaſure of an offended God 
| muſt caſt a melancholy gloom over every 
ſcene of life, and deſtroy all the peace and 
comfort of 1 it. For who is there of ſo obdu- 
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rate and unfeeling a nature, as to be able 
to bear without ſome horror theſe or ſuch 
| like conſiderations, which will frequently 


obtrude themſelves upon our ſerious. and 


; retired thoughts ; that our life with all its 
2 bleſſings are. wholly at the diſpoſal. of the 
great Governour of the Univerſe; that we 
have forfeited the favour of that gracious 
Being by various tranſgreſſions of his 


laws, and rendered ourſelves obnoxious to 


the dreadful effects of deſerved indignation; . 
that we are liable, every moment we live, to 
be ſummoned before that Judge, at whoſe 5 
& righteous tribunal we ſtand accountable for 
our conduct; where we have no merits of 
our own to plead i in our behalf, no hopes 
of a Mediator to make interceſſion for us? 


Ivf 18 no o wonder indeed, that the ed 


Pagans. of the Ancient world kept their 
minds free from the impreſſion of theſe 


painful reflections. The Vulgar were able 
to quiet their conſcience, throu gh an erro- 
neous 


F 
** * LONG! BY * 
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neous opinion of the ſufficiency of their 


expiatory ſacrifices; and the wiſer part ſup- 


ported themſelves againſt the fears of diſ- 
ſolution, by the force of this fallacious prin- 
ciple, that death is either a total extinction 
of being, or an immediate tranſlation i into 
a ſtate of e 


What dependance the Wiſe and Learned 
among the Pagans had upon their ſacrifices for the 


remiſſion . of fin, I know not; but they ſeem to 


have had no apprehenſion of any real ſufferings in 
any future period of exiſtence beyond the grave, of 


Cicero and Socrates may be permitted t to 7 an for 
the reſt in this particular. 


Quæ eſt igitur ejus oratio, qua an eum Plato 


uſum apud Judices, jam morte multatum? Magna 


me, inquit, ſpes tener, Judices, bene mihi evenire, 
quod mittar ad mortem. Neceſſe eſt enim fit alte- 


rum de duobus; ut aut ſenſus omnino omnes 
mors auferat, aut ut in alium quendam locum ex 
his locis morte migretur. Quamobrem, ſive ſen- 

ſus exſtinguitur, morſque ei ſomno ſimilis eſt, qui 
nonnunquam etiam ſine viſis ſomniorum placatiſſi- 


mam quietem adfert, Di boni ! quid lucri eſt emo- 
ri? — Sin vera ſunt, que dicuntur, migrationem eſſe 
mortem in eas oras, quas, qui è vita exceſſerunt, in- 


colunt; id multo jam beatius eſt. Cic. Tuſc, 


Diſp. I. 41. 


e di ſupremus ille dies non ie dene ſed 
commutationem adfert loci; quid optabilius? Sin 


Fx: 3 e autem 
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Bur the modern Infidel has not even 


theſe vain hopes for his truſt. His ſole 


confidence is in the mercy of God, and the 
efficacy of his own repentance. But how 
_ unſafe theſe hopes are; how little ground. 


; there 1 is for ſuch confidence, while the guilt 


7 of a man's fins is unremoved, while the 


juſtice of God yet remains unſatisfied, has 
been abundantly ſhewn. 


Ir 18 the Chriſtian alone, 8 has the 
5 ſure and joyful proſpect of an happy! im- . 
mortality. Our title to ſalvation does not 


2 
» 


autem perimit ac delet omnino; quid melius, quam 


in mediis vitæ laboribus obdormilcere, et ita conni- 


ventem ſomno conſopiri ſempiterno ? — Ibid. 49. 
Nos verd ſi quid tale acciderit, ut a Deo denuncia- 
tum videatur ut exeamus e vita, læti et agentes gra- 


tias pareamus, ut aut in æternam er plane in noſ- 


tram domum ae. aut omni ſenſu moleſ- 
tiaque careamus. Ibid. 
O miſerum ſenem ! qui mortem contemnendam 


eſſe in tam Jonga tate non viderit; quæ aut pla- 


ne negligenda eſt, fi omnino exſtinguit animum 3 
aut etiam optanda, fi aliquo eum deducit, ubi fit 
futurus æternus. Atqui tertium certè nihil inveniri 
poteſt. Cic. de Senectute F. 19. 
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depend upon the precarious tenure of our 
own imperfect performances. We are not 


left to bear the heavy load of our own ini- 
quities, deſtitute of all aid and recom- 


mendation, and expoſed to the vengeance 


of an incenſed and yet unappeaſed God, 


to enjoy the fatal conſequences of unexpia- 
ted guilt. « We have an advocate with the 


Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; ; and 
he is the propitiation of our ſins.” * The 


merits and interceſſion of a crucified Savi- 5 


our have repaired the breaches of our cor- 


: rupted nature, filled up the deficiencies of 
man's obedience, turned away the wrath 
of our God from us, and given us a juſt 


claim to an inheritance among the Saints. 


Bur it is to be car efully remomber- 
ed, that the application of theſe merits 
and of this interceſſion to ourſelves is not 
unconditional. An hearty concurrence of 


our own honeſt endeavours, in the ways of 


% John II. 1, 2. 
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Godlineſs and virtue, is neceſſary to give 


us a ſhare in the Goſpel-covenant. If we 
conſcientiouſly diſcharge the ſeveral duties 
of our reſpective ſtations in that ſphere of 
action, which Providence has aſſigned us; 
if we have a lively faith in the promiſes of 
5 God; if we look back with an unfeigned | 
ſorrow upon our paſt offences ; ; if we ſtrive 
with an unwearied ſedulity to reform our 
lives for the time to come, by « doing juſt- 

a ly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with 
our God;“ Then and Then only ſhall we 
have a well-grounded hope 1 in Chriſt our 

| Redeemer, and a good aſſurance of the fa- 
vour and protection of the Almighty in 
this preſent life: Then may we reſt ſatisfi- 
ed with a full expectation of an eternal 


ſtate of happineſs in the world, which is to 
come. 


2 Micah V1.8. 
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kxopus XIV. 13. 


— - Fear ye not:  fand Kill, and ſee the 
. mrs ef te aces 


much wanted and ſo ſeaſonably admi- 
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tion was made, and this encouragement 


calamitous. They were ſurrounded with 
difficulties, in all appearance utterly un- 
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E v E R was | hope and confolation ſo 
niſtered, as at the time, when this declara- 
was given, by the great Leader of the Jew- | 


th people. The circumſtances of the Iſ- 
raelites at that juncture were indeed very 


ſurmountable. They were preſſed with 
hardſhips, beyond all human ſufferance. 
They were expoſed. to dangers the moſt 
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272 DISCOURSE. x. 
dreadful and unavoidable. On the one ; 
hand, they. had good reaſon to apprehend 


there was jult cauſe to expect 


total ruin and deſolation; on the El 


- AMID this ſcene of. : Fore diſmay and 
deſperation, - behold, the arm of the Al- 
mighty made bare in their behalf. A re- 
lief as extraordinary as unexpected was 
held out to them, by the over-ruling hand 
of Providence. A confidence of their ſe- 
curity was at once ſuggeſted and recom- 
| mended by Moſes, i in the words of the Textz 
Fear ye not: fland fall and = the een of. 
(he *. iis 
1 A 


ſeverity of rage and cruelty. | The purſuit 
af a numerous hoſt of very inveterate ene- 
mies, full of the ſpirit of indignation and 
2 revenge, had rendered their reſiſtance as 
vain, as their retreat Was hopeleſs. And 
their advance was ſure to meet with equal 
peril and diſaſter, from the n 8 
” fares of the mercileſs ocean. | 
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A diſtreſs not much diſſimilar i in many 
Nantes in our on Nation, and a 


ſudden and wonderful deliverance, beyond 


all expectation, and ſurpaſſing all hope, 
make the ſame words not improperly appli- 


cable to the great Event, which it 1s the 
pious defign of the Church to celebrate on 
This Day. The ſituation of the people of 


| England, juſt before that period, which 
Way ſoever they directed their view, was 
truly deplorable. If they looked backwards 
nothing was to be ſeen, but the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, the moſt complicated miſery: thę 
conſtitution of government totally diſſolv- 


ed: the legal adminiſtration of civil juſtice 
interrupted altogether, or groſſſy perverted: 


no ſecurity of men's fortunes or of their 
lives to be depended upon: the Church 
| deſpoiled 'of its revenues and its ordi- 


nances: all decene andy regularity of wor- 
ſmhip quite deſtroyed: all authority and ju- 


riſcliction in the religious eſtabliſhment 
entirely at an end. In ſhort, inſtead of 
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274 DISCOURSE x. 


liberty and ſafeguard 3 in the ſtate, nothing 
but tyranny, diſorder, and outrage: inſtead 


of the N of holineſs i in n the temple, 


bs wtf 


7 : Adee uproar of the ranken bigotry: 

Inſtead of comfort and edification in the 
public ſervice of God, nothing but the. 
wildeſt rant of enthuſiaſtic frenſy; no- 
thing but the loweſt ID of the e grofſcſ 


fanaticiſm. 


Ir they caſt their eyes forward, the 185 
pect was not leſs melancholy and horrible. 


| Nothing to be foreſeen but even a worſe 


ſcene of miſery, if poſſible, to be ated over 


2 afreſh: and the experience of former cala- 


mities gave a bitterneſs to the preſent, and 
added a ſharpneſs to their apprehenfions of 
the future. And what was no ſmall aggra- 


vation of their trouble, no boundary of 


their misfortunes was at all diſcernable. 
They were without hope in their miſery, 


and without comfort in their fears. When 
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101 the impending ſtorm, that threatened 
them with freſh woe and devaſtation, was 


at once diſperſed ; and all their terrors were 


diſſipated together. The light of God's 
countenance ſhone forth on a ſudden. The 
| ſalvation of the Lord inſtantly appeared, 
in the mighty and unexpected deliverance, 
which Was vouchſafed 1 unto them. 


WX are e doubtleſs juſtified from Reaſon 
and Experience as well as from Revelation, 
in aſeribing ſuch important : and uncommon 
| events, as are above the wit of man, and 
not to be explained upon principles of Na- 
| ture, to the immediate influence of the 


Almighty. In truth the common events 


of things are owing to the ſame over-ruling 
Power. We ſay indeed, what ordinarily 
Paſſes 1 in the world, proceeds from the ſtat- 
ed courſe of Nature, and the eſtabliſhed , 
laws. of the Syſtem. But what i is this ſtated : 
| courſe of Nature? What are theſe eſta- 
bliſhed laws of the Syſtem, but the very 
| R3 energy 
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energy. and the direction of Providence? 
"How do they otherwiſe exiſt or operate, 
but thro” the immediate' agenicy of God! 
Can this ſtated courſe of things ſüppott it- 
ſelf? Or can theſe eſtabliſhed laws put 
themſelves 1 in execution? Mere inanimate 
matter can act only by external impulſe. 
The firſt movements of animal life no way 
depend upon the will or power either of 
the parent or the offspring. What me- 


chanical cauſes can account for that Grand 


Principle, by which the air, the earth, the 
waters are governed? or be able to ſolve, 
tchro' what ſecret tyes'the conſtituent parts 
of body are held to gether?" The pride in. 
deed of Philoſophy would make us believe, 
that it is the force of gravitation, by which 
| large waſſes of matter are knit together, 
and by which the order and the ſafety of 
the habitable world is preſerved; and tliat it 
is the efficacy of another power ſomewhat 
| analogous, by which their ſeveral parts are 
united, and compatted. But can a rational 
Y FR mind, 
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| mind, not miſled by paſſion, or biaſſed by 
, prejudice, reſt ſatisfied in theſe ſecondary 
- cauſes alone? Whence, it may be faid, 

have theſe principles themſelves their re- 
ſpective energy? Whence has the one ſuch 
2 kind of efficacy, as to conſtitute the cu- 
rious texture, and that variety of configu- | 


ration in material ſubſtance, which i 18 ob- 5 
ſervable on the Earth beneath? Or whence 


has the other ſuch a ſort of force, as is ſuf- 
J ficient to analyſe. the ſtill more wonderful 
motions, we behold, in the Fi irmament above? 
-  WHENCE are produced the ſtrange ef- 
fects of Vegetation? How is the uniformity 
of that motion in our Globe, which cauſes 
the viciſſitude of day and night, fo preſerv- 
ed, that the objects on the earth are not 
jumbled together, and daſhed into pieces? 
What power has the Sun in itſelf to ſend 
forth his beams, of ſuch mighty import- 
ance. to the animal and vegetable world ? 


* he hand of the Almighty is not only viſi- 
| ble 


R4 
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ble in the ſtupendous workmanſhip, of all 
theſe things; but alſo his immediate agen- 
cy and direction in n their marvellous pos 
r 
1 d every Aang; 18 aid Muehle un- 
; der the power of the Creator; Is there not 
a fair preſumption ? Have we not good rea- 
fon to conclude, that every thing obeys his 
will, and is made ſubſervient to the parti- 
cular purpoſes of his wiſe Providence? 
What wonder, that he balanceth the 
clouds, and ſendeth the rain, and maketh 
the earth to yield her increaſe, juſt as he 
pleaſeth?ꝰ Why ſhould it be thought incre- 
dible, that the winds and the ſea ſubmit to 


> his ſupreme command ; or that the famine 


and the peſtilence deſtroy, as ſeemeth him 
good? Well may it therefore be faid, that 
the iſſues. of life and of death, and all the 
events of human affairs are at his diſpoſal 
alone 1 1 | that he orb * work: of 
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dur hands, or defeateth our connſels, as. 0— 
—— to our own ns 110 


AND what ne but the at ſpecial 
Providence may extend to the mind and 
behaviour of man, without over-ruling our 


wills, or affecting our liberty? The various 
inclinations and purſuits of the human 
kind depend upon ſuch reaſons and mo- 
tives, as oftentimes preſent themſelves to 
the underſtandin g, we know not how, and 
upon ſuch ſentiments and diſpoſitions of 

heart, as ſtart up in the ſoul by ſtrange 
and imperceptible means. The turn of our 


thoughts frequently takes its firſt bent, and 


the colour of our lives receives its original 
5 tincture from ſuch inward ſuggeſtions, as 
we are not able to comprehend, whence : 
they ariſe, or whither they lead; any more 
n we can tell of the blowing of the 
' wind, „ whence it cometh, or whither it 
ques „ And why may not the Spirit of 
_ God, by methods unknown and unperceiv- 
ed, 
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ed, lay before the mind of m. N ſuch lead- 

| ing principles, as, if honeſtly and ſtudiouſ- 

1* attended to, may conduct his affairs to a 

proſperous iſſue; 3 Or. leave him without 

check or controul, to follow his own vain 

or wicked imaginations, | till they plunge 
him in ruin and miſery, beyond redemp- : 
tion, according as he deſerves either good 
or ill, from his Lord and Governor? The 
1 guilt or merit of our actions does not de- 


5 rive its ſource from thoſe thoughts or prin- 


o ciples themſelves, but from. our own ſtu- 5 


dious attention to them, from our own 
cordial entertainment and aſſiduous appli- 
cation of them: ; things, that proceed from . 
ourſelves alone, and what are entirely in our 5 


33 #7 


Bur however intricate qe doubtful 'B 
matter it N he, to ſet the Jul limit ts the 
of ee * as. to e. 50 «hitherto malt 
thou come and no farther; and here ſhall. thy 
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: human affairs, that are prod 
ral good, muſt coincide with the great de- 
fi ys of Heaven. i in the creation and preſer- 
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power be ſtayed: * however difficult and d 
perplexing it is, to trace out in the human 


mind, where the inward workings of the 


ont foul begin of themſelves, and whe ere they 


are owing to the influence of God's ſpirit, 
in ſuch inſtances, i in which the good of In- 


: dividuals is only concerned; yet in thoſe 
” caſes, where the welfare of a whole Nation 
is at ſtake; where the importance there. 5 
fore of the event demands more eſpecially 
| the care and conduct of the Almighty; 
and the unravelling the ſeveral parts of it, 
and the bringing them to a fair iſſue ren- 
ders it an obje& worthy of his interpoſi- 
tion; there we have good grounds to expect 
5 extraordinary dif] penſations; there our rea- 
ſonings on this head are built _ a ſolid 
and farm foundation. 


WIATEVRR inftitutions rake place i in 
uctive of gene- 


vation : 
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vation of the world. The ſocial ſtate then 
may fairly be reputed one of the principal 
inſtruments, in the hands of Providence, 
by which the bleſſings of life are moſt ef- 
fectually conveyed to That Part of his 
creatures, who ſeem to be his more pecu- 


har concern, by the ſingular proviſion that 


5 is made for their ſubſiſtance and welfare. 
Thus it is, that ſuch eſtabliſhments are 


filed by the Apoſtle, | a Divine Ordi- 


nance,” Whatever therefore is agreeable = 
to the will of God in the appointment, 
cannot fail to partake of his care and er | 
pork in the adminiſtration, 


Tux e e on > thi: 3 ac- 
: e in Theſe Kingdoms, was ſo 
wonderful in its beginning, in its progreſs, 
and in its completion, as may juſtly vin- 
dliicate ſupernatural aid and providential 
direction. What elſe could produce the 
ſtrange infatuation in the counſels of Some 
men, to their own perdition; convert the 
5 FE  fluc- 


* 98. * 
+ - . . 


pisbobKsf K itt 


flutuating conduct of Others, to ſach ſalu- 
fary Purpofes; and fo adjuſt the jarring 


and diſcordant principles of All, as to effect 
at once a perfect harmony and unanimi- 
ty, in recovering the antient and rightful 


claims both of King and People? The 
uſurped power of Legiſlature defeated its 


own deſigns, and embraced meaſures ſubC- 

verſive of itſelf. HE, who took the glori- 5 

dus lead in bringing matters to a proper = 
ſettlement, ſeemed at firſt to have had no 
certain and regular plan of acting; unde- 
termined in his motions, and doubtful of 
conſequences. The body of the Nation 
was torn in pieces by Factions both civil 


and religious; ; ſo furious and implacable 


in their own nature; of ſuch irreconcile- 
able and incompatible principles, as to 
make it ſeemingly a thing altogether | im- 


practicable, to bring about an union and 


acquieſcence in any one eſtabliſnment of 
Religion or Polity. When behold, all at 
once, without any previous concert or de- 

libera- 
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übe ation, the hearts of the People were 
bowed as. the: heart of one man. The Re- 
publi zan, and the Royaliſt, the Church- 
man, and the Sectariſt concurred in one 
united endeavour, to place their lawful 
Sonereign. on the throne of his Anceſtors. 


d accompliſhment of isses wen 
in all its circum ſtances ſo ſingular and ex- 


traordinary, as to extort from a late Hiſto- 


ian of thoſe times, an open confeſſion of 
ſomething ſtrange and marvellous. A large 
conceſſion for ſo acute and philoſophic an 
| obſerver of men and things, who muſt be 
acknowledged. to have no favourable ; im- 
; a any Divine ab rpoſitions ! - 


"Wear the Galvation i is, 694-4 was ER | 
wonderfully, wrought amongſt us, is ſuf- 
Y ficiently manifeſt, The Land ceaſed from 
the defilement of blood. The, Nation 

emerged from the depth of miſery and 
Gelpair, Religion put on a new face of 
decency 
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decency and dignity. Government reſum- 
ed its wonted order and authority; and 


peace and ſecurity were adminiſtered by 
the even hand of Juſtice. Anarchy and 
confuſion fled forth as a morning- cloud, 


and as the early dew they vaniſhed away. 


And thoſe great matters of civil diſcord, 
Prerogative and Privilege, kept their ſtated 
and due bounds. Thus the bleſſings of ſo- 
. ciety were poured out in great abundance 
on all orders of men; and joy and happi- 
neſs ſpread themſelves to the Wee cor 


ners "OE the Land. 


NEED 1 expatiate on «theſe things ? We | 
10 know from an happy experience, how great 
the bleſſings indeed are, that ſpring from 
the beſt of Governments, adminiſtered in 
the moſt righteous manner. May they be 
perpetuated all our days! may they deſcend 
eee and unimpaired to our lateſt 
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2866 DISCOURSE X. 
Ir is matter of more uſeful admonition 
to reflect a little, what great Reaſon every 
Nation has to confide in the good, or to 
be fearful of the evil tendency of things, 
8 in proportion to thoſe | manners, that pre- 
vail among the members of it. 


1 


THERE are doubtleſs in every commu- 
nity certain principles of general influence, 
which truly characterize the People; upon 
the growth and maturity of which the fate 
of Kingdoms does in a ſpecial manner de- | 
pend. This is beyond diſpute the common 
meaſure of God's dealings with every na- 
tion under Heaven. What civil Polity in- 
deed has there ever been, the virtuouſneſs 
or viciouſneſs of whoſe manners has not 
occaſioned a proportionable enlargement or 
5 diminution of its power and grandeur? 
This point was remarkably diſplayed in the 
condition and circumſtances of That State; 
the firſt eſtabliſnment and final exciſion of 
which was one continued and extraordinary 
mani- 
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manifeſtation of divine power and authori- 
of” Aut Wb tes Feat emplits 6f Bees 


and Rome, thoſe illuſtrious and inſtructive 
parts of antient ſtory, are a ſtanding record 


of this truth, to all ſucceeding generations. 


As long as a rectitude and ſimplicity of 
Manners took the lead amongſt them, in- 


vigorated their counſels, and animated their 


conduct; fo long one admirable train of 
ſucceſs and glory was the deſerved crown 
of their enterprizes. But when once a 


total relaxation of Principles took place; 5 ; 


_ whether through the influence of foreign 


example; whether through the fluſh of 


conqueſt, and domeſtic opulence; ; or 


through a vain confidence in their own ſu- 
perior ſtrength and extraordinary elevation; 


whether through one or all of theſe means to- 


gether, it matters not ;* ſince the fact itſelf 


is altogether unqueſtionable ; that aſtoniſh- 
ing pinnacle of envied fame and greatneſs, 


* Conſiderations ſur les Cauſes de la Grandeur 


des Romains et de leur Decadence, © 
8 1 


2 
. | | * ; 2 e E33 ND gs Ts. e — 
A ef GED. > > * 
. * 
5 5 a . 
> ts ad Lata PW DES. ETD Ag." IS — — 2 N 2 
2 — - POLE WAS ELIE — . Weg BI. p *% _— > = 
Y —_ *. — * — —— 2 — — 
2 . oo RE En En TR * e ee 


—— 


—— — — — Carre ae. a —— T 
— =: — — —— LILLE — — 


_ — — — — —7«ẽ r —„—ᷣ— — ae 9g — + . 
Ca.” A" ” = os i 24 — - o 2 
— AL 3 es 


PE NE de 191 © Pads Arena. 


PERF 


2 > 


l E one . noe: pn 
— ce ————_.<rE—S — 
e . eng" 3 8 


a 


8 —— —— — — AI Id og AIG CAPE gn. te — —— — — — Fe —— — — — — - 
— — ꝶ— FECORTUB ry pd: itunes ments ca — ACSC 1 nate 4 4 . — —⏑— ,, +. _ - a = - — 8 — my won — — — anni . — — 2 - — — . = = = = * _ 
— — —— Ie en grrTs I 24. ts IETR 2 8 * . _ > - oh — 
rn 5+ —— x * 2 3 ” r n rr a a ec ES. ——— * * — — N 7 * . — A; : S r 
rr e reer . — — ———— ] re am nyg re 8 54 ——— nents 1 — — - 5 — : * 
— 2 — 
umme 
= 
” _ n . 2 . "n — A 1 vt * * n act 
. 5 : 1 9 


* S 


— 


2 4 n 


. — 
8 «> — — — arg din av — recs Shar? wc — . Cannes Eres — 
- — — —— _ — — — — — — — 
. . Fro m4 ROE en Pn 97 Tay I WE tr GA TY IS > ROOT uy} WAR Oe 7 Wan i, 
£ — enn — — 
Hb 1 


8 Py AT 


* 


—— ILY _— « ads 
_ — ER, Iv 8 
Pre hey 


288 DISCOURSE x. 


to which their priſtine virtue had exalted 


them, began inſtantly to moulder away a- 


pace; and that immenſe fabric of their 
ſtate, which had ſtood the wonder and awe 
olf all the world around, ſoon after tumbled = 
5 into ruins. 


NV 


EY Tx E paging curſory reflections may 
help to teach us this profitable leſſon, That 
a pious and virtuous conduct is the ſure - 
| ſtrength and glory of a Nation; an irreli- 
gious and immoral behaviour the certain 
weakneſs and reproach of any People; and 


may ſerve at the ſame time to ſilence in 


ſome meaſure thoſe injurious Cavillings, 
a which the Envy and Malice of our Enemies 
are apt to indulge, againſt the ſacred Inſti- 
tutions of This Place. We are not unuſe- 


ful Members of the Community, while we 
_ paſs away our days in this Happy Receſs, | 
and are thus ſequeſtered from Public Con- 
cerns, and the Buſineſs of the World. We 
» contribute no ſmall ſhare to the welfare and 


glory 
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glory of our Country; while we are care- 
fully employed in the planting and cultiva- 
tion of thoſe Principles, which when 
brought forth to maturity cannot fail to 
yield the ſweet fruits of religion and righte- 
ouſneſs; and which may furniſh out to the 
State, in times to come, as has oftentimes 
been the caſe, in times paſt, ſuch illuſtrious 

| inſtances of Perſons, well qualified for the 

A ght adminiſtration of the affairs of Go- 

vernment, by an extraordinary degree of | 

| Wiſdom | in the contrivance of public mea- 
ſures, an uncommon ſhare of Goodneſs and 

Steadineſs in the direction, or a ſingular 
portion of Magnanimity and noble Prodi- 
gality of ſoul in the execution of them, as 
were the ſtanding glory of their own times, 
and have ever been the admiration of the 
following ages; and may they be the ſtudy 
and d emulation of All rann 


5 LEV us therefore perſevere with all aſſi- 
duity, my Reverend Brethren, as indeed we 
8 2 do, 
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do, in a faithful diſcharge of the important 
truſt repoſed in us. | The manners of the 
Riſing Generation depend greatly upon the 
inſtructions received, and the principles im- 
bibed, in theſe and ſuch like Seminaries of 
religion and literature, Let it be our firſt . 
care, as it is in truth our principal concern, 
to form the youthful and ductile mind, ſo 
far as our power and influence extend, to 
every good and uſeful principle both of 
0 duty and ſcience. And may all thoſe, who d 
are trained up in theſe religious and learn- 
ed retreats, make ſuch an honeſt and ſedu- 
lous uſe of the benefits they enjoy, that 
they may iſſue forth! into the world, in ſuch 
a manner, as to reflect Honour on the place 
of their Education, derive ſolid Comfort 
and laſting Happineſs to Themſelves and 
their Friends, become an Ornament to our 
| Chriſtian Profeſſion, and a Security and 
Bleſſing to the whole Community! 
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5 Tal. fit every man under bis 
vine and under his gr tree; ; and 


none ſhall make them GT; 


MONG the numerous bleſ ings, 


= with which Providence has ſo ſingu- 
larly favoured the ſons of men, the Social 


State muſt ſurely rank firſt, both 1 in point of 


dignity and utility; as being the moſt fruitful 


ſource of comfort, and the trueſt ground of 
per fection and happineſs, It is indeed a 
ſtate the moſt ſuited to the condition and 
circumſtances of our being. It is the ſureſt 


and moſt expeditious method to ſupply the 
wants; the firmeſt and moſt effectual way 
8 4 c 
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to ſupport the weakneſſes of our nature. It 
is the beſt expedient for the cultivation of 


the mind, the fitteſt means for the improve- 


ment of the heart of man. A ſituation of 
life, which Reaſon points out, which Nature 
requires, and Religion enjoins; a ſituation 
of life therefore, which the great Author of 
: all RET moſt evidently intended, 


: We LL may we wonder then at the folly 
id" perverſeneſs of man, or at his pride 
| and ſingularity, or at the conjunction per- 
haps of theſe miſleading and malignant 
principles, when we perceive - the Social 
Mw ſo 8 10 W homey py of we laſt im- 
chief ci of our F and hey: ; 
and an uncivihzed and ſavage life extolled 
and recommended, as our greateſt glory and 
happineſs.* 
- ® Diſcours fur Forigine et les fondemens 6 


Tinegalite parmi les hommes. 1 „ 
Rouſſeau. * 


ALL 
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ALL reaſoning of this ſort muſt be mere 
ſophiſtry and declamation, as running coun- 
ter to the common apprehenſion and experi- 
ence of mankind; or if ſeriouſly meant, can 
have no other purport and tendency, than 
to degrade the dignity of a Rational Crea- 
ture into the condition of a Brute Animal. 


Bur whatever others may advance to 
this purpoſe, either for an exerciſe of their 
wit, or for a diſplay of their learning and 
abilities; We ſhould do well not to learn to 

be wiſe above that, which is written. Our 

Religion has taught us much better and 
more ſober things. Chriſt and his Apoſtles 

enforce with all earneſtneſs | every ſocial 
duty, by precept, by exhortation, by ex- 
ample; and endeavour to ſupport with the 

weightieſt ſanctions the honour and the 
authority of civil Communities. 


Nov the Social State itſelf, though it is 
indeed the only inſtrument, by which the 
. a 
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ordinary bleſſings of life can be conveyed 
to us, may yet become without proper ma- 
nagement and direction a ſcene of confu- 
ſion, and deſtructive of the peace and wel- 
fare of men. The adminiſtration of ſome 
vil power 28 eſſentially neceſſary to its 
well-being. The wickedneſs and perverſe- i 
neſs of the human heart, which is not al- 


ways to be led by a ſenſe of duty, and a 


proſpect of happineſs, is frequently of ſuch 
a nature, that penal ſanctions and exem- 
plary correction can alone give that condi- | 
tion of life, which both Nature and Rea- 
ſon have ordained, its due ſtrength. and _ 
2 My 


Mace form of government may beſt 
ſerve the true and eſſential intereſt of So- 
cięty, both reaſon and experience ſufficient- 
ly evince. There is doubtleſs an intrinſic 

5 excellence in a civil conſtitution, which 
may juſtly claim a pre-eminence. A go- 
vernment the beſt adminiſtered is not in 
op: ---* ſelf 


DISCOURSE XI. 297 


itſelf the beſt®. The manner, in which 
the Supreme Power is exerted in a ſtate, 
may interrupt or deſtroy altogether the 
beneficial effects of a Good government; or 
convert the pernicious principles of a Bad 
one to ſalutary purpoſes; and yet the ſuf- 
ferings of the ſubject do not detract aught 
7 from the true merit of the Former; nor 
their eaſy and flouriſhing condition add 
5 any thing to the real worth of the Latter; 
any more, than the diſorders introduced 
into a robuſt and healthy perſon, through 
want of care and conduct, prove the un- 
happineſs of a good conſtitution; or the 
prevention of maladies in one that! is ſick- 
ly and enervated, through good manage- 
ment and circumſpection, demonſtrates the 
valuableneſs of a bad habit of W 


Wnar men may be 1 to 4 
through caprice and prejudice, through 
oranger and inattention, or through ne- 


7V Pope” $ Eſſay on Man. Epiſt. III. v. 304. 
cellity i 
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ceſlity and compulſion, it is hard to ſay; 
and therefore it is in vain to argue from 
the nature and conſequences of any ſpecies 
of government, againſt the reality of its 
_ eſtabliſhment. For though the principles 
of reaſon may plainly ſet forth the great 
hazard and incommodiouſneſs of ſeveral 
ſorts of Polity; yet experience beareth wit- 
 nefs, that they have All in their turns ob- 
tained in the world; nay, frequently by eaſy 
and unexpected tranſitions, they have riſen 
out of each other. 


Ys ＋ notwithiandin g, it is not difficult 
to determine their reſpective merits. It : 
may be known, which i is moſt accommo- _ 
dated to what is, or ought to be the end 


ol civil Society; and which is found in fact 


beſt to anſwer that important purpoſe. 
The Social State can be only meant as a 
relief for the neceſſities of nature, and as 
a means to promote the felicity of man. 
Government then, which is the mere in- 
95 ſtrument 
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ſtrument of its protection and ſupport, 
muſt be in its beſt eſtate and higheſt glory, 
when it is made ſubſervient to human hap- 
pineſs. Nature ſurely cannot intend, Pro- 
vidence moſt certainly could not ordain 
Civil Eſtabliſhments, to gratify the pride, 8 
the luxury, or the ambition of one man, 
or any ſett of men, at the expence of the 
quiet and well-being. of the reſt of their 
| fellow-creatures. The great and common 
| Father of us all extends an equal care and 


concern over the whole race of man, and 


i that with no other view but to their com- 
mon and mutual happineſs. Whatever 
ſubordinations therefore may take place 
amongſt men, and do not coincide with 
this grand end of God's diſpenſations, They 
cannot be conformable to the Divine will. 
Nor can reaſon or nature indicate any 
other diſtinction between man and man, 
than what may ariſe from a ſuperiour force 
either of body or of mind; neither of which 
can be a Juſt ground of civil dominion. 
And 


1 rst ound SE 
And to this our holy Religion "accords. 
The ſupreme Magiſtracy is there indeed 
made a very important and ſaered truſt; 
but yet a truſt only for the good of Thoſe, 
over whom it is appointed to bear rule. 


Bur if reaſon and religion manifeſt to 
us, that the end of Government is the good 
of the whole community, People as well as 
Prince; it muſt follow that That ſpecies 
of Government muſt deſervedly claim the 
higheſt degree of our regard and eſtimation, _ 
which is adapted to ſerve that purpoſe, i in 
the beſt and moſt effectual manner. And 
a little reflection will ſhew us, that this 
muſt be, by putting the civil adminiſtration 
upon ſuch a footing, as to give power with- 
out oppreſſion, and liberty without licenti- 
ouſneſs; to ſecure the Majeſty of the Prince 
from any iniquitous practices of the People; 
and to guard the Privileges of the Subject 
from any finiſter views of the Sovereign; 
to caſt ſuch a balance of power among the 
12 5 5 ſeveral 
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ſeveral parts of the Legiſlature, as to pre- 
vent every deviation from their original ap- 
pointment, or to correct every wrong ope- 
ration; to keep the wheels of government 
7 each in their proper ſphere of motion, and 
yet each in their full force and activity; 
neither too rapid in their movements, 
5 through overweight of power, nor two 
fluggiſh and tardy in their operations, 
through too much clog and incumbrance: 

in ſhort where the dependance on either 
ſide 1 18 reciprocal; and a mutual care and 
mutual concern for Each Others welfare 
can only be produftive of of mutual ee, 


Now this 8 of u the reſpeRiive 
parts of the great Political Machine, ſo ex- 
aquiſite in itſelf, and of fo beneficial influ- 
_ ence on the good order and well being of 
the world, cannot be effected, where Sove- 
5 reignty is depoſited in the hands of any one 
man, or any one order of men, or in the 
confuſed body of the peoples. but where 
5 the 
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the Supreme Power has its ſeveral des 
partments, in a proper combination of, 
* all. et lar 3 
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WI ERE e civil. conditation- 18 «thaw : 
based on its only. true and durable baſis, 
the mutual: affection and mutual concern 
of Thoſe that govern, and Thoſe that are 
governed ; there 1 1s ſtill ſomething wanting 
for its maintenance and ſtability. Religion 
muſt lend the ſtate ſome foreign ſuccour, 

and join a force and ſanction from above 

to its authority and juriſdiction. This 
truth is inconteſtably eſtabliſned by the 

| hiſtory of every known Empire in the. 
| world. The primar y view. and effort = of 
Legiflation has always been, to ſtrengthen 
the frame of government, and corroborate 
its injunctions by ſome religious conſidera- 
tions; it being wiſely foreſeen, that the 
appearance of Divine power in favour of a 
civil conſtitution muſt ever bear ſo venera- 
ble and awful an. aſpect on the admini- 
2495; 7 tration; N 
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ſtration; as is moſt apt to ſtrike deepeſt 


the heart of man, excite moſt forcibly his 


reverence, and moſt powerfully engage his 
obedience. To this purpoſe teigned inſpi- = 

rations and divine communications were 

made eminently ſerviceable in the Antient 


World; and the policies of the Moderns 
have availed themſelves both of real and 


pretended eee, to ſingular adv * : 


RELIG ION not only throws. over civil | 
: Government, an exterior air of reſpectable- 
neſs, which 1 is ſometimes its greateſt ſecuri- 
ty ; but communicates alſo an internal vi- 


gour, and furniſhes an efficacious remedy 
againſt the inward failings and corruption 


of it; which is frequently its beſt ſupport 


and preſervation. It 1s oftentimes able to 


| ſuppreſs thoſe evil motions and wicked ma- 
chinations of the heart, which a conſcioul- 
neſs of ſecrecy may occaſion, and which the 


power of human laws cannot reſtrain or 
reach. It ſuggeſts an inducement to obe- 
T dience, 
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dience, not only for wrath but for conſci- 
ence ſake; and diſpoſes men to do that out 
of regard to God and his judgment, which 
the fear of man and civil judicature might 
not be able to compaſs. Theſe reflections 
have the authority of that great Roman, 
vhoſe knowledge in civil policy was as ex- 
tenſive and conſummate, as his talent for 
eloquence was ſingular and maſterly. +: 
excellent judge has declared, That it is 
doubtful, whether a Community can poſſi- 
bly exiſt, that has not a prevailing mixture 
of Piety in its conſtitution. Be 


WITRHOr all controverſy, the Chriſtian 
Religion of all others is the beſt adapted to 
promote the welfare of civil life. It en- 
| deavours to eradicate out of the mind of its 
diſciples thoſe black and turbulent paſſions, 
of the greateſt malignancy and miſchief in 
a ſtate, a ſpirit of rancour and a ſpirit of 
revenge; and to ſubſtitute others of the 
a moſt ben) gn influence, peaceableneſs and 
con- 
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contentment in our reſpective ſtations, and 
| what is the bond of all perfectneſs, univer- 
ſal charity. It ſtrikes at the very root of 


every thing, that is introduQtive of evil to | 


individuals, by or dering them to act up 
ſteadily to the great law of rational crea- 
tures, in the ſeveral relations -we bear to 
God and man. It ſtrives to ſecure the true | 
intereſt and happineſs of the whole Com- 
munity, by enjoining the faithful and con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of all ſocial duty; ; ho- : 
nour and ſubmiſſion to thoſe above us, 
mildneſs and condeſcenſion to thoſe below 
us, courteouſneſs and fidelity to thoſe of 
equal condition, and kindneſs and benevo- 
lence to all. And it has taken care to en- 
force all this upon the moſt powerful of 
all principles, the fear of God, and by the 
moſt momentous of all ſanctions, an e- 
; verlaſting ſtate of retribution, according to 
all that has been done 1 in this Ufe, whether 
good or evil. 


V 
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N. ow. where a Religion of this kindly 


genius and ſalutary nature prevails in its 


genuine ſimplicity and native energy, not 

: corrupted by ſuperſtitious fury and uſurpa- 
tion, nor debaſed and perverted by fanati- 
cal rage and enthuſiaſtic frenzy; there go- 
vernment is moſt, capable of upholding the 
Juſt authority and due ſubordination of all 
ranks and degrees of men, upon which a- 
lone the welfare of the State depends, 


THE happineſs of a well-conſtituted go- 
vernment is yet incompleat, even under 
the influence of the beſt reli gion. There 
is ſtill wanting to give it full ſtrength and 2 
perfection, the care, the vigilance, the abi- 
lity of ſome righteous Super-intendant and 
Director. The weakneſs or the wickedneſs 
of a Prince may ſpoil the beſt conſtitution, 
by ſtopping or polluting the ſtreams of go- 
vernment, and thereby introducing ſuch 
| diſorders, as may prove deſtructive of its 
nature, and . to the community. The 

 hiſto- 
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hiſtory of our own Country abounds, alas! 
with too many lamentable inſtances of ſuch | 
miſcondu& on the part of the ſupreme 

Ma giſtrate, through perverſeneſs or folly, 
through intemperance, luſt, or cruelty, 
through avarice, or vain-glory, as have 
ended in the ruin of private perſons and fa- : 
milies, or in the miſery of the people. No- 
thing but the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 


| Monarch can prevent the like enormities, 


- and eſtabliſh in a nation univerſal peace 
: and concord, the pure and ever-laſting foun- 


tain of Nation al a and the happi- 
neſs of A All. 


1 an Y, "hikes Te then muſt be the 
condition of That People, whoſe Religious 
and Civil eſtabliſhment has the juſt tempe- 
rature above deſcribed, and is moreover 
under the rule and diſpenſation of ONE, 
who is as truly ſtudious of the public 
good, as he is capable of promoting it. I 
need not point out the peculiar n 


* 3 of 
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of the Engliſh Nation in this reſpect. Your 
own reflections muſt have gone before me, 
in the application of what has been advanc- 
ed; and have ſuggeſted to your minds a- 
bundant reaſon for uniting in praiſe and 
thankſgiving to the great Lord of the Uni- 
verſe, upon the glorious ſolemnity of This 
Day; the Acceſſion of his Preſent Majeſty 
to a throne, thus eſtabliſned on the moſt 


ſolid foundation of true * and right- 
ceouſneſs. 


« WE may ſit every r man g- under his vine, 
and under his fig- tree. We have a plenti- 
ful enjoyment of every bleſſing of the ſo- 
cial ſtate, which Nature wants, or Provi- 
dence deſigned; undiſturbed in our poſſeſ- 
ſions, ſafe in our perſons, and ſecure of 
our liberty. We live in a land, abounding 
with every uſeful accommodation and elegant 
improvement of life, and that under the 
guardianſhip and protection of the beſt 
formed, and moſt vw regulated govern- 
ment 
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ment in the world. We live in the midſt 


of a very perilous. and wide-waſting war, 
and yet reap. all the fruits of a profound 
peace; while the glory and terror of our 
arms is ſpread from the one end of the 
earth unto the other, Neither is this our 


_ happineſs thus entire and perfect in the 


preſent tenure only, and precarious in the 
reverſion: we have the moſt hopeful proſ- = 
pect of its permanence and perpetuity, Our 
illuſtrious Sovereign is endued with every 
requiſite, which nature and education can 
| beſtow, to captivate the hearts, and retain 

the affections of a brave and generous peo 

ple. He has ſhewn himſelf amiable and 
exemplary in his domeſtic ſituation, He 
has declared the moſt affectionate attach- 


ment to the intereſt, and fatherly concern 


for the welfare of the Public. He has ex- 


hibited the greateſt magnanimity, ſteadi- 
neſs, and fidelity in his foreign connec- 


tions; where either the good of his own 


ſubjects, or the good of other nations, or 
"T4 _— 
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the good of mankind in vhncra} may be i in 
any meaſure affected. And the experience 
we have of ſo many excellent accompliſh- 
ments, which ſo ſignally adorn his preſent 
1 gives us the happieſt omen, that 
the ſame Chriſtian Graces and Princely 
Virus vill never ceaſe to be tranſmitted 
to the Royal Progeny; ; whoſe minds doubt- 
leſs will be tutored, and whoſe manners 
will be formed to every good and uſeful 
purpoſe, by the precepts and the example 
of their great Progenitors. Thus ſhall our 
Nation flouriſh with glory and proſperity, 
and be bleſſed from generation to genera- 
eee there ſhall be none to > make 


27 
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wWun r return chen ought we to make 
for theſe ſingular benefits, which the Lord 
our God has thus conferred upon us? We 
can make no better return; no other re- 
turn is indeed expected at our hands, th 
to order” our converſation after ſuch fort, 5 
I'S þ FEE "4 | | 8 
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as to render . ourſelves. worthy: of a con- 
tinuance of theſe bleſſings. And this will 
be beſt done, by manifeſting in our conduct 
A warm and- ſteady love for Our Country; 5 

that 1 is, a zeal and affection, not for the air 
| we breath, or the earth we tread upon; but 
for the welfare of our Community, for our 


King, and for our National Eftabliſhment 1 


f vol Civil and ae. e 


ts was OR 1 alone of. this noble ak 
animating principle, that exalted thoſe T wo 
Great States to ſuch a pitch of heroiſm and 

' grandeur; whoſe : arms were To triumphant 

in the antient world, and whoſe military 


and civil glory have been the ſtudy and 
- admiration of all ſucceeding ages. But if 


Nations, whoſe. civil polity was liable to 
ſuch turbulencies and confuſion; whoſe 
members were ſo unſafe under the ſeveri- 
- ties of Oftraciſm and Proſcription; whoſe 
: religious ſyſtems were ſo full of mockeries. 

of t God, and fooleries of men, without any 
rational 
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rational grounds of recommendation, or 
any comfortable aſſurances of aſſiſtance and 

happineſs; could yet cultivate with ſo much 

aſſiduity, and maintain in ſo full vigour 
the Love of their Country ; how far ought 

We to ſurpaſs them in this reſpect; whoſe 

Government is ſo well modelled, and ſo 5 


” juſtly adminiſtered; without ſuch danger 


of encroachments on the Prerogative of the 
 Governour, or the Privilege of the Govern- 
cd, as muſt. be ruinous to the ſafety of 
them both; whoſe Religion is not ſet off in 
the fantaſtical and immodeſt habit of Pa- 
gan folly, or in the foppiſh and abſurd 
garb of Popiſh ſuperſtition; nor in the 
ſlovenly or freakiſh dreſs of Modern Secta- 
ries; but in the ſober and affecting attire 
1 Primitive Antiquity; where a becoming 
mixture is obſerved of decency. and dignity ; 
and who. have ſo truly reſpectable a Per- 
ſonage to preſide | over both the civil and 
religious adminiſtration, ON E, who glories 
in the name of Briton ; who conſiders his 


—— 
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om happineſs upon every occaſion inſepa- 
rably connected with the welfare of his 


people; and who rightly judges, the more 


confidence, affection, and ſecurity there is 


on the part of his Subjects, the more firm 
and durable will be Their felicity and his 


5 Own, and the more widely extended the 


honour and power boy his glorious Mo- 1 
: narchy. 


: on love to our - Country, my Reverend 
: Brethren, will be ſhewn moſt to our own 
credit, and to the advantage of the Public, 
by ſtudying with all diligence and applica- 
tion the nature and genius of our holy 


5 Religion and our admirable Civil Conſtitu- 


tion; by gaining right notions ourſelves of 
their ſuperior excellence, and inſtillin g into 
others a due knowledge of their dignity 
and perfection; ; by arming | ourſelves and 
inſpiring others with prudence, zeal, and 


courage in the defence and ſupport of 


them; and * chern and encouraging 
amongſt 
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amon gft us every ſound principle of Loyal- 
ty to our Prince and his illuſtrious Houſe. 
This is as evidently our true and laſting 
intereſt, as it is our ſpecial and indiſpen- 
duty; who enjoy in ſo eminent a de- 
Royal Patronage and Favour, and 
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Books publiſhed by the fame Author, | 


1. Defenſio MiRACULORUM, quæ in 


ECCLESIA CHRISTIANA facta eſſe perhi- 
bentur poſt TEMPORA APOSTOLORUM, 
quam in SCHOLIS THEOLOGICIS CAN- 
TABRIGIA ſuſcepit, cum pro gradu BAc- 
| CALAUREATUS in SACRA THEOLOGIA 
dolenniter reſponderet. : 


11. AN EXAMINATION of De, VII- 


' DLETON'S FREE INQUIRY into the Mi- 
RACULOUS POWERS of the PRIMITIVE 
CHURCH. T! be ſecond Edition. 


III. Two SERMONS preached before 


the UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE in the 


Year 1762; on May XXIX, and on October 
XXV, the ACCESSION of his Preſent Ma- 
JESTY. 
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